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Syrian papers blast U.S. view of Assad 

DAMASCUS (AP) — Siaic-mn newspapers Sunday disputed an 
American contention that President Hafez Al Assad may be loo 
SUSpidous of Israel ever to make peace with the Jewish state. In an 
interview published Friday in the Los Angeles Times. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said Be was "more concerned than ever 
as to whether he (Assad) will be able to execute his intention (for 
peace) because of his suspicion and fear.” The Syrian newspapers, 
in their reaction, did not mention Mr. Christopher by name and 
spoke oly of "U.S. State Department statements'* made recently. 
Nonetheless, they appeared to be reacting to his statements. The 
newspaper Thhrin wrote that the American statements would only 
serve lo increase what it called Israel's intrunsigeance in the peace 
process. "We wish that such statements were not made, because 
they outline a dim future for the peace process and make Syria 
responsible for that." the daily wrote. "Such a step encourages 
Israel to increase its intransigeince. prevarication and rejection of 
'a commitment to a just and lasting peace." 
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Arab Bank pic Investment Funds 

Managed Currency Fund 
International Bond fund 
Asia pacific Growth Fund 

Products with proven track record. Tor long term 
inveslors.For more information and application form 

please con l act our International Private Banking 

Amman Tel : 688210 Fax: 6S8198 

London Tel : (44 171) 3158553 Fax: 6002617 
Singapore Tel : (065) 5330055 Fax: 5322150 
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Aideed: EU envoy 
persona non grata 

. MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
The unrecognised govern- 
ment of Somali faction leader 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed has declared the 
European Union's (EU) spe- 
cial envoy in Somalia Sigprd 
fifing persona non grata with 
immediate effect. General 
Aideed. whose United Soma- 
li Congress/Somalia National 
Alliance (USC/SNA) faction 
government was formed after 
a conference of his suppor- 
ters declared him interim 
president of Somalia for 
three years on June 15 last 
* year, has been accusing Mr. 
iffing of destabhshing Soma- 
lia by spreading propaganda 
that was against his adminis- 
tration. Gen. Akteecfs fac- 
tion also accuses Mr. Illing of 
financing local conflicts in 
Somalia. But in a press state- 
ment released here on Sun- 
day, Gen. Aideed further ac- 
cused Mr. Illmg of bolding a 
* meeting with (EU) embassies 
in Nairobi in Kenya, only two 
days before last Sunday's visit 
to the Kenyan capital by 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali, which, be 
said, was aimed at further 
destabilising Somalia. 

Egyptian official 
warns Iran 

ASSIUT (AP) — A senior 
Egyptian official on Sunday 
V accused Iran of supporting 
extremist Islam and warned 
the Iranian government 
would soon pay for trying to 
export its rigid religious views 
to neighbouring countries. 
Osama Al Baz, the top poli- 
tical advisor to Presidnet 
Hosni Mubarak, saidtbc Ira- 
nian government's motive for 
exporting its ideojogy was to 
gain “sovereignty and the up- 
per hand ” over Arab states in 
the Middle East. ‘'Extremism 
is the wrongful utilisation of 
religion to destablise the 
security and stability," Al 
Baz said. “The Iranian reg- 
ime will soon find out the 
extent of its mistake, which it 
used to implement religion in 
expanding the Persian ideolo- 
gy and influence in neigh- 
bouring countires. " he 
added. 

Manchester United 
?\> crowned champions 

LONDON (R) — Manches- 
ter United won the English 
League soccer title for the 
third time in four years when 
they beat Middlesbrough 3-0 
away on Sunday and the only 
other title contenders New- 
castle drew 1-1 at home 
against Tottenham. The re- 
sults meant that United 
finished their 38 marches with 
82 points, four more than 
Newcastle who were bidding 
for their first title since 1927. 

Bildt warns of 
more Balkan wars 

SARAJEVO (R) — The 
ethnic partition of Bosnia 
must be prevented if a costly 
series of Balkan wars is to be 
avoided, international 
mediators Carl Bildt said on 
Sunday. “We’re going to see 
an endless succession of Bal- 
kan wars in the years to come 
if you accept partition as tire 
instrument to achieve short- 
term stability (in Bosnia),’* 
Mr. Bildt told Reuters and 
CNN in an interview in 
Sarajevo. “It is a recipe for 
long-term turmoil in an im- 
portant part of Europe and 
an important part of the 
world." Mr. Bildt died the 
likelihood of new wars in 
Bosnia and between Croatia 
and Serbia, as well as be- 
tween Serbs and Muslims in 
Serbia's Kosovo region, if 
Bosnia is partititioned even 
on a de facto basis. 

Libyan minister 
visits Algiers 

PARIS (R) — Libya’s Justice 
: and Public Order Minister 
Mohammad Al Higari ar- 
4 rived on Sunday in Algiers to 
^ deliver a message from Li- 
’ byan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi to Algerian Presi- 
dent Liamine Zeroual, Alge- 
rian state-run radio said. He 
told, reporters that his visit 
was in the framework of bi- 
lateral meetings over coop- 
eration between the two 
Countries. 




PLO, Israel open last 
chapter of peace talks 


TABA (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian negotiators opened his- 
toric negotiations with Israel - 
on a permanent peace settle- 
ment on Sunday declaring 
that their goal is an indepen- 
dent state with East Jeru- 
salem as its capital. 

“We aspire to live in peace 
with a Palestinian indepen- 
dent state, within the June 4, 
1967 boundaries and with 
East Jerusalem as its capit- 
al," Mahmoud Abbas, the 
chief Palestinian negotiator, 
said in opening remarks at 
the launch of the final stage 
of the Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process. 

“We commence today the 
permanent status negotia- 
tions with the objective of 
hnplenting U.N. resolution 
242 and 338” asserting 
Palestinian rights to the occu- 
pied territories, be said. 

Mr. Abbas, one of the 
leading architects of the in- 
terim peace agreements with 
Israel that led to Sunday’s 
meeting, denounced oppo- 
nents of the five-year-old • 
peace process from all camps. 

“They spared no effort to 
sabotage our peace process. 
To the terrorists of both sides 
we say once again, ‘stop, 
stop’,’’ he said. 

Calling on both sides to do 
everything possible to 
achieve success in the 'perma- 
nent status talks, which are 
due to conclude within three 
years, Mr. Abbas dedared: 
“There will be two winners or 


two losers." 

Chief Israeli negotiator Uri 
Savir was also due to give an 
opening speech before the 
full negotiating teams sat 
down behind closed doors to 
begin their work. 

Following more than two 
hours of pre-negotiation talks 
with Mr. Savir, Mr. Abbas 
deleted a reference in his 
opening speech to a 1948 
U.N. resolution on the right 
of Palestinian refugees to re- 
turn home. 

He spoke only of “resolu- 
tions of international legi- 
timacy to find a just solution" 
to the refugee problem. 

Israeli negotiators said Mr. 
Savir had objected to any 
explicit public reference by 
the Palestinians to U.N. re- 
solution 194. which says that 
ail Palestinians who fled their 
homes during the 1948 war 
have the right to return home 
or receive compensation 
from the Jewish state. 

Israel has never acknow- 
ledged any responsibility for 
the fate of the 1948 refugees. 

“The real negotiations are 
about to begin, the past five 
years we have just been hav- 
ing appetizers," said Serb 
Erakat, local government 
minister in the Palestinian 
self-rule government and a 
negotiator. 

Dr. Erakat said that by the 
end of the three-year period 
laid down for the final status 
talks, “the shape of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state will 


have materialised." 

“I can't imagine a much 
further gap than the gap that 
exists between us over the 
issues of Jerusalem, refugees 
and borders," Dr. Erakat 
said. “It is not going to be an 
easy ride." 

“That these negotiations 
began on time is evidence of 
the commitment by both 
sides to the peace process 
despite obstacles placed by 
outside parties against 
peace," said Jamil Tariff, 
another Palestinian nego- 
tiator. 

Diplomats from the United 
States, Russia and Norway 
were in Taba to monitor the 
talks but were not participat- 
ing, officials said. 

The opening session began 
with a handshake between 
Mr. Abbas and Mr.- Savir. 

Mr. Savir told reporters 
prior to tire talks that the 
negotiations “really prove to 
both peoples that we are de- 
termined to go ahead until we 
come to (the) final status and 
full reconciliation between 
Israelis and Palestinians." 

On the agenda are. among 
other things, the nature of a 
Palestinian entity and its bor- 
ders. 

The talks will also cover 
the highly-charged questions 
of control over Jerusalem and 
the future of Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 


Peres vows to curb aggressive 




settlers’ campaign in Hebron 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
vowed Sunday to prevent 
Jewish settlers from expand- 
ing their foothold in Hebron 
to undermine government 
plans to hand most of the 
West Bank city over to 
Palestinian control. 

“I will not let settlers take 
over any. new homes or en- 
large existing homes" in Heb- 
ron, Mr. Peres was quoted by 
Israeli public radio as telling 
the weekly cabinet meeting. 

He was responding to re- 
marks earlier Sunday by 
Noam Arnon, a spokesman 
for some 400 radical Jewish 
settlers living in Hebron, who 
told Israel Radio that 50 to 
100 new settlers would soon 
move into the city. 

“We receive constant re- 
quests from people who want 
to move to Hebron, but sofar . 
we haven’t had the place for 
them because the current 
government does everything 
it can to keep us from ex- 
panding,” Mr. Arnon said, 
adding the new settlers would 
take over abandoned houses 
“belonging to Israelis." 

Following a heated debate 
in the cabinet. Mr. Peres also 
said he would decide later- 
this week when to redeploy 
Israeli troops in Hebron, 
Israel's army radio said. 

Mr. Peres said he would 
convene ministers in his 
security cabinet within the 
week to make the decision. 

Also Sunday, Israel’s army 
chief of staff, Amnon Sha- 
hak. toured Hebron to assess 


the situation in the volatile 
city. 

Hebron is' the last city in 
the West Bank still under 
Israeli control. 

Mr. Peres reportedly wants 
to wait to pull troops out of 
Hebron until after Israel’s 
May 29 elections in an effort 
to avoid increased friction 
between settlers and Palesti- 
nians. He has proposed mak- 
ing symbolic moves before 
then — such as sending in 
Palestinian civilian observers 
and evacuating army bases on 
the outskirts of the dty, army 
radio said. 

In Sunday’s weekly cabinet 
meeting. Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sand accused Mr. 
Peres of giving in to threats 
from the settlers in Hebron, 
the radio said. 

Mr. Peres insisted- angrily 
that his decision was made 
carefully after consultation 
with security officials. 

The Palestinian police 
commander in the West Bank 
and Gaza, Ismail Jaber, said 
delaying the pullout or with- 
drawing in stages was un- 
acceptable. 

“We encourage the Israeli 
side to keep their commit- 
ment and stop setting hurdles 
that don't serve peace pro- 
cess,” he told the Al Quds 
daily newspapers. 

Brigadier-General Jaber 
said his troops were prepared 
to take posts in Hebron as 
soon as the Israeli army de- 
cides to pull out. 

Israeli newspapers re- 
ported Sunday that the Shin 


Bet domestic security service 
. and the army were drawing 
up plans to prevent the set- 
tlers from occupying aban- 
doned homes in Hebron be- 
fore the upcoming army red- 
pioyment. 

The Labour government 
froze all new settlement con- 
struction in the Palestinian 
territories when it came to 
power in 1992. 

The Peres statement also 
referred to reports that Ariel 
Sharon, a leading hardliner in 
the main opposition Likud 
Party, was raising funds to 
build housing for an addition- 
al 200 Jewish religious stu- 
dents in Hebron. 

Israel Radio said Mr. Shar- 
on was raising funds from 
Jews in foreign countries to 
add a floor to the Sbarei 
Hebron Yeshiva. a Talmudic 
seminary located in the heart 
of Hebron which currently 
has 180 students. 

Under the terms of the 
Olso peace accords, the 
Israeli army was to withdraw 
on March 28 from about 75 
per cent of Hebron. 

A small Israeli force would 
remain behind to protect, the 
Jewish settlers and Jewish re- 
ligious sites in the city,’ histor- 
ically a flashpoint of-Arab- 
Israeli violence. 

Mr. Peres .delayed the 
Hebron pullback after a spate J 
of suicide bombings in Israel 
by Palestinian militants in 
• late February and early 
March. 


Europe is better placed to achieve 
balanced Mideast peace - Agnelli 


By Francesca Ciriari 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Europe, in view 
of its proximity to the Middle 
East and strategic interests in 
the region, is better placed to 
'achieve a balanced settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict as opposed to the Amer- 
ican approach which is biased 
in favour of Israel, Italian 
Foreign Minister Susanna 
Agnelli said Sunday. 

Ms. Agnelli, addressing 
the' press after talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti as part of a Euro- 
pean Union (EU) effort to 
revive the stalled Syrian- 
Israeli and Lebanese-Israeli 
peace negotiations, described 
the U.S.-brokered ceasefire 
that ended a 16-day Israeli 
assault on Lebanon on April 
27 as good but signalled 
European scepticism whether 
it would hold. 

Heading 'an EU troika 
touring Egypt. Jordan' and 
Lebanon in the effort to push 
the peace-process. Ms. 
Agnelli underlined the differ- 
ences between the U.S. and 
the EU stands towards the 
actual situation in the Middle 
East. 

“Due to our closeness, as 
Mediterraneans, we (Euro- 
peans) can understand many 
things about this region bet- 
ter than the Americans," Ms. 
Agnelli told reporters. 

She did not elaborate, but 
the comments reflected what 
seems to be a new EU drive 
to break away from the tradi- 
tional U.S.-assigned role. as 
the banker for Mideast peace 
agreements 'and— carve -a 
stronger-profile political role 
for itself in Arab-lsraeli 
peacemaking. 

The Italian minister, who 
was in the region during the 
American effort to broker- 
the ceasefire in Lebanon, 
paid tribute to the positions 
adopted by His Majesty King 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Saturday confers with Italian 
Foreign Minister Susanna Agneifi, whose country holds the EU presidency, in the 
presence of Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti. Prince Hassan hosted a dinner 
banqnet at Raghadan Palace in honour of Ms. Agnelli, who arrived from Egypt ear- 
lier Saturday on the head of a European Trioka delegation. The banquet was attend- 
ed by the delegation accompanying Ms. Agnelli and senior Jordanian officials (Petra 
photo) 


EU to give $130m grant to Jordan 


THE EUROPEAN UNION (EU) is giving 
Jordan $130 million In grants to be appropri- 
ated in one year, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said, reporting after a meeting between 
Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and a 
visiting EU team beaded by Italian Foreign 
Minister Susanna Agnelli. 

The agency did not give details. 

-It said that during the talks, Mr. Kabariti 
and the EU team "exchanged views on the 
peace process and underlined the need to push 
for a comprehensive and just settlement'’ to 
the Arab- Israeli conflict. 


"The meeting also focused on Jordan ian-EU 
relations and (the proposed) Jordan-EU part- 
nership agreement,” the agency said. Mr. 
Kabariti "emphasised the importance of the 
EU role in peacemaking and peacebuilding" 
and reiterated Jordan’s commitment to the 
Barcelona Declaration on EU's relations with 
Mediterranean countries and keenness to 
fi n alise the partnership accord. 

The prime minister thanked the EU for its 
positions and economic support for Jordan, it 
added. 


Hussein and described 'Jor- 
dan as a key player in the 
quest for peace in the region. 
"We told (Mr. Kabariti) 


how much we appreciate the 
role that your King had dur- 
ing the whole peace process,” 
she said. “Without Jordan, at 


the beginning, making peace 
with Israel the rest of the 
peace process would have 

(Continued on page 7) 


Yilmaz not ready for 
water-sharing accord 


CAIRO (AP) — Turkish 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
was quoted Sunday as saying 
water is as important to Tur- 
key as oil for the Arabs and 
his government is not ready 
for a water-sharing pact with 
Syria and Iraq. 

The statement was the 
strongest suggestion by a 
Turkish leader yet that Tur- 
keyn will not meet demands 
by Syria and Iraq for an 
agreement giving each of the 
three countries an egual 
share of water from the Tigris 
and Euphrates rivers. 

Mr. Yilmaz said, however, 
that Turkey will keep provid- 
ing both Syria and Iraq with 
what it sees as their need for 
water from the two rivers, 
which flow from its territory 
into the neighbouring states. 

“As the Arab World is not 
thinking of sharing its oil with 
others, Turkey is not ready to 
share water flowing in its. 
territories with others," Mr. 
Yilmaz told the Arabic week- 
ly AJ Wasat to be issued 
Monday. A copy of the 


magazine was made available 
to the Associated Press. 

“We will take our needs 
from the water, and no reac- 
tion will stop us from achiev- 
ing this goal," he told the 
London-based magazine. 

Mr. Yilmaz also said that 
Turkey is planning to sell 
surplus water to foreign 
countries, but he did not say 
which ones. President Suley- 
man Demirel was quoted ear- 
tier this year as saying that 
Israel and Turkey are con- 
sidering plans for a water 
pipeline under the Mediterra- 
nean to supply the Jewish 
state. 

Both Syria and Iraq have 
been complaining that Tur- 
key has diverted water from 
the Euphrates and Tigris riv- 
ers. 

Relations between Turkey 
and some Arab countries also 
hit a new low recently over a 
military agreement Ankara 
signed with Israel which will 
allow Israeli warplanes to fly 
training sorties over Turkish 
territory. 


Iraq warns U.S. stay out of oil talks resuming today 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraq wilt resume its oil-for- 
food negotiations with the 
United States and Britain in- 
tervene, Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Sunday. 

“We have given instruc- 
tions for onr delegation to go 
to New York” to resume the 
talks on Monday following an 
accord with U.N., Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali, Mr. 
Aziz told the official Iraqi 
News Agency (INA). 

The two sides have since 
February been negotiating 
U.N. Security Council Re- 
solution 986 in a bid to allow 
Iraq to export S2 billion 
worth of oil for six months in 
order to buy food and medi- 


cine under strict control. 

“The chances of success for 
the fourth round of negotia- 
tions depend on the readiness 

of the U.N. secretary gener- 
al’s office to prevent any in- 
tervention by the United 
States and Britain," Mr. Aziz 
said. 

“If the United States and 
Britain continue to interfere 
in the negotiations, they will 
assume complete responsibil- 
ity for the failure of the 
talks,” he warned. 

Urn third round of talks 
was Suspended on April 24 as 
Mr. Aziz accused die United 
States and Britain of trying to 
torpedo a deal by interfering 
in the negotiations. 

Washington and London. 


which had asked for amend- 
ments to a draft agreement 
reached between the U.N. 
and Iraq, replied they were 
trying to ensure Baghdad 
would strictly adhere to the 
resolution. 

“The U.S. and British in-* 
terventkra during the last ses- 
sion was illegal, served 
tendentious political aims 
and violated die decision of 
Security Council members 
not to engage in the talks,” 
Mr. Aziz said. 

He said Iraq started the 
negotiations with the U.N. 
on Resolution 986 “as a tem- 
porary solution while waiting 
for the application of para-' 
graph 22 of Resolution 687.” . 

This clause calls for a lift- 


ing of the six-year oil embar- 
go once Iraq satisfies U.N. 
demands for the dismantling 
of its programmes for nuc- 
lear, biological and chemical 
weapons as well as long- 
range ballistic missiles. 

“But the United States and 
Britain insist on torpedoing 
the oil-for-food negotiations 
■or make them last indefinite- 
ly. It will therefore be logical 
to retain to the application of 
the clause calling for the total 
lifting of the oil embargo,” 
Mr. Aziz said. 

The deputy premier said 
Iraq had fulfilled its disarma- 
ment commitments and had 
demonstrated “sufficient 
seriousness, patience and' 


cooperation” with the U.N. 
Special Commission charged 
with disarming Iraq. 

Mr. Aziz urged UNSCOM 
to accelerate its work in the 
country in orde.r to dose its 
weapons files and report to 
the Security Council that Iraq 
had honoured obligations 
leading to the removal of the 
oil embargo. 

< 

“Procrastination and de- 
laying techniques (by UN- 
SCOM)... And the opening of 
secondary issues irrelevant to 
the substance of the sub- 
ject... have no technical justi- 
fication and in reality... serve 
none but the dubious political 
aims of the United States,” 
Mr. Aziz said. 


Bombs cause heavy 
damage in Bahrain 


MANAMA (Agendes) — 
Explosions triggered by 
booby-trapped cigarerte 
packets hit local and foreign 
firms across Bahrain before 
dawn on Sunday, causing mil- 
lions of dollars in damage but 
no injuries. 

It was the most devastating 
string of attacks against 
businesses in the Gulfs lead- 
ing finandal centre since un- 
rest erupted 17 months ago. 

Fires following the explo- 
sions “caused damage esti- 
mated at millions of dollars, 
but no casualties.” said a 
government offidal who de- 
nounced them as “terrorist 
acts” aimed at undermining 
the country's economy and 
stability. 

Hie offices of the British 
firm Bahrain Norwich Union 
Insurance Company was . 
damaged while three stores in. 
the same building were dam- 
aged or destroyed by fires* 
that apparently followed 
separate explosions, witnes- 
ses said. 

A nearby shop that sold 
Western, Arabic and Indian 
music cassettes was also 
attacked, while three clothing ‘ 
stores owned by Indian ‘ 
businessmen were damaged 
or gutted in fires also trig- 
gered by separate explosions, 
the owners said. 

Details of a ninth attack 
and an official breakdown of 
all of them could not be 
obtained. 

“Initial results of the inves- 
tigation show they were 
caused by cigarette packets . 
filled with explosives and 


flammable products.” the 
official said. 

Informed sources also re- 
ported that booby-trapped 
cigarette packets were found 
and defused at two other 
businesses in the capital, in- 
cluding the Yateem Centre 
where a bomb attack occur-; 
red late last year. 

Norwich Union is in a com- 
plex owned by the Yussef 
Ben Ahmad kanoo Group, 
one of the Gulfs biggest trad- 
ing firms, which also houses 
the offices of Air India, the 
Australian airline Qantas and 
the LTnion de Banques 
Arabes et Francaises of 
France. 

But they were not dam- 
aged. 

The official denounced as 
“misinformation” statements 
from a London-based exiled 
opposition group, the 
Bahrain Freedom Move- 
ment, that the violence was 
fuelled by “collective punish- 
ment” on anti-government 
activists. 

“These terrorist acts have 
no political justification.” he 
added. 

But the attacks on 
businesses occurred on the 
40th day after a Shiite Mus- 
lim. Issa Qambar. was ex- 
ecute d by firing squad for 
murdering a police officer 
during political unrest. 

A British businessman said 
news of "the blasts have 
shaken me and my col- 
leagues. We do not know if 
expatriate businessmen are 
now being targetxed. If this is 
so, it will be very had.” 
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2 Home & Middle East News 


Ocalan: No suicide 


attacks in Germany 


BONN (Agencies) — The 
leader of the separatist Kur- 
dish Labour Party (PKK), 
Abdullah Ocalan, has said his 
organisation would intensify 
its activity in Turkey, but be 
pledged it would not cany 
out suicide attacks in Ger- 


many. 

Mr. Ocalan was speaking 
in an interview with the Ger- 
man television network, 
ZDF, recorded in his bead-' 
quarters in the Middle East. 

He did not rule out the 
prospect that holiday- 
makers, notably Germans, 
would be affected by the un- 
rest, but he said tourists 
would not be the direct target 
of PKK attacks. 

Pledging that there would 
be do violence by the PKK or 
its members in Germany. Mr. 
Ocalan nevertheless said that 
if his people continued to 
come under pressure from 
Turkey, he could not rule out 
“spontaneous action" in Ger- 
many. 

If that is the case, he 
added,' his organisation 
would not be responsible. 

In late March, the PKK 
leader warned that “every 
Kurd would become a human 
bomb" if Germany continued 
to support the Turkish gov- 
ernment in what he called the 
“genocide" of the Kurdish 
government in what he called 
the “genocide" of the Kur- 
dish people. 

The PKK was also re- 
ported in early April to have 
issued death threats against 
German politicians, including 


Chancellor Helmut Kohl and 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el. 

Mr. Ocalan, who’ is known 
as Apo, denied issuing death 
threats and claimed they 
were part of a propaganda 
campaign being waged by 
Turkish intelligence service 
against the PKK. 

He added that the PKK 
wanted to establish a dia- 
logue with the German gov- 
ernment, and said he hoped 
the PKK — which has been 
outlawed in Germany since 
1992 — would be authorised. 

Considered a terrorist 
organisation by Bonn, the 
PKK is usually held responsi- 
ble for attacks which regular- 
ly target Turkish interests 
based in Germany, where 
400.000 Kurds are resident. 

Mr. Ocalan also said the 
PKK did not plan to specifi- 
cally target tourists travelling 
in Turkey, as German papers 
have reported. 

But he said be could not 
guarantee that foreign tour- 
ists would not be unintention- 
al victims of PKK attacks in 
Turkey. 

“Of course as the war 
spreads, tourists could be en- 
dangered," said Mr. Ocalan, 
who is based in Lebanon. 
“The German and European 
public must know that. War 
prevails in Turkey. I hope 
that innocent tourists won't 
be affected. But if something 
happens to them, we can't be 
held responsible. Our goal is 
to ruin the Turkish eco- 


Denktash wants tete-tete 
meeting with Clerides 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf De- 
nktash on Sunday urged Cyp- 
riot President Glafcos Cler- 
ides to hold tete-a-tete meet- 
ings to find a settlement to 
the long-lasting Cyprus ques- 
tion. 

“Only the two of us can put 
an end to this dispute, there 
is no other way, Mr. De- 
nktash said in a written state- 
ment released in the Turkish 
sector of Nicosia. 

"We can reach a settle- 
ment on the basis of bi- 
communaJity and by respect- 
ing the cqualiw, sovereignty 
and nghts of the two (Cyp- 
riot) sides," Mr. Denktash 
said. 

Cyprus has been parti- 
tioned since 1974 after Tur- 
key sent troops to the north 
of the island following a 
Greek Cypriot coup in Nico- 
sia inspired by the former 
Junta ruling in Athens which 


aimed to annex the island. 

U.N.-sponsored reunifica- 
tion efforts have failed so far 
as the last round of intercom- 
munal talks ended without a 
result in 1994. 

However, the European 
Union, which wants to accept 
Cyprus as a member, and the 
United States have recently 
stepped up efforts for a solu- 
tion. calling on the two sides 
to resume talks. 

The Greek Cypriot side 
insists on the withdrawal of 
nearly 35.000 Turkish troops 
deployed in the Turkish sec- 
tor first, a demand Denktash 


rejects. 

Mr. Den kt ash's call came 
in the wake of a visit by, 
Greek Foreign Minister The- 
odore Pangalos to Nicosia, 
during which both Athens 
and the Greek Cypriots have 
called for an international 
pressure on Turkey to facili- 
tate a settlement. 


Lebanon can count on 
French aid - minister 


TYRE (AFP) — French 
Secretary of State for Huma* 
nitarian Action Xavier 
Emmanueili could count on 
France to help repair the 
damage left by Israel attacks, 
before wrapping up a 24-hour 
visit on Sunday. 

Mr. Emmanueili made the 
remarks late Saturday after 
touring stricken regions in 
South Lebanon, where Israel 
waged a 16-day operation 
against the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah which ended with a 
ceasefire on April 27. 

"The phase of extreme 
urgency is over and we have 
now moved on to a phase 
of... reconstruction.’' said 
Mr. Emmanueili. 

Mr. Emmanueili had talks 


with Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri and studied with 
Lebanese officials a series of 
French humanitarian pro- 
jects, including the creation 
of an emergency medical 
team. 

“I told him (Hariri) of 
French solidarity with the 
Lebanese people and we 
agreed there was a lot to do 
together," Mr. Emmanueili 
said, who also met with lead- 
ers of non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs). 

France, in cooperation 
with Lebanese NGOs. will 
set up services to provide 
psychological help to the vic- 
tims of the Israeli bombard- 
ments especially the children, 
he said. 
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Armed Israeli policemen walk past Palestinians in the central market of Hebron on Sunday. Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres has put off a partial withdrawal from the West Bank town until after the Israeli general 
elections on May 29 (Reuters photo) 


Inaugural El A1 flight to Jordan is postponed 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
inaugural flight to Jordan by 
El Al — Israel's national 
airline — has been postponed 
for fear of possible attacks, 
security officials said Sunday. 

Attacks on Israeli and Jew- 
ish targets outride Israel were 
expected in the wake of the 
Israeli military offensive in 
Lebanon, the officials said, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

Militants in Lebanon 
vowed to take revenge after 
Israeli artillery shelled the 
village of Cana on April 18, 


lolling at least 91 Lebanese 
refugees. 

El A1 spokesman Nachman 
Kidman said the delay in 
beginning the Tel Aviv- 
Amman service was “for tech- 
nical reasons," but would not 
elaborate. 

“We hope the flight can be 
reschedule some time in the 
near future when the situa- 
tion permits," he said Sun- 
day. 

Israel’s Haaretz newspaper 
said the first flight was to 
have taken place on May 19. 
Mr. Kidman said no firm 


date had been fixed, but 
flights had been tentatively 
scheduled to begin by mid- 
May. 

The opening of regular bus 
services between Jordan and 
Israel has also been post- 
poned. -Transport ministry 
chief security officer Danny 
Shenar said the reasons were 
partly technical and partly 
security-related. 

Israeli companies operat- 
ing private bus tours to Jor- 
dan have been instructed to 
tighten security and Israeli 
tourists have been warned to 


be “as inconspicuous as 
possible," Mr. Shenar said. 


The Jordanian parliament 
called last month on the gov- 
ernment to suspend Jordan’s 
peace treaty with Israel if the 
Israeli attacks in Lebanon 
continued. 

Tour operators reported a 
sharp drop in bookings to 
Jordan and a rise in cancella- 
tions. 

“It started as soon as the 
fighting in Lebanon broke 
out,” said Danny Chrust, 
director-general of the Israel 
tour operators association. 


Thousands remember 


Rabin at murder site 


19 given jail terms, 3 get 
death penalty in Egypt 


TEL AVIV (AP) — 
Thousands of Israelis 
gathered Saturday to remem- 
ber. Yitzhak Rabin, singing 
peace songs and lighting can- 
dles as a recording of the 
leader's last speech resonated, 
through the square where be 
was gunned down six months 
ago. 

“I knew that from this hor- 
ror, the peace process will 
emerge with a new, different, 
stronger significance,” widow 
Leah Rabin told some 50,000 
gathered in the plaza now 
named Rabin Square. “We 
have a covenant of blood and 
tears." 


Mr. Rabin was shot and 
killed as Jie was leaving a 
pro-pcacc rally at the same 
site on Nov. 4.* Gunman Yig- 
a! Amir, a Jewish nationalist 
who opposed Mr. Rabin's 
policies of giving up land for 
peace with the Arabs, was 
sentenced last month to life 
in prison. 


The crowd Saturday was 
composed largely of young 
Israelis, many of whom said 
they decided to support the 
peace process after the shock 
of the assassination. 

“The assassination moved 
IS- We now warn to demonstrate 
our support for peace," said 
Alex Vardi, a 24-year-old 
student. 

Although no politicians 
spoke at the rally, which was 


organised by an extra- 
parliamentary peace lobby, it 
marked the first major cam- 
paign event in support of Mr. 
Rabin's successor Shimon 
Peres, who faces a tough 
reelection battle May 29. ■ 

On Friday, members of the 
opposition Likud Party peti- 
tioned the supreme court for 
an injunction against the ral- 
ly, saying it was being used 
unfairly for political pur- 
poses. But the court turned 
down the request. 

Huge signs throughout the 
heavily guarded square de- 
clared "an entire generation 
demands peace,” and one 
banner draped around a 
young woman said “Peres, 
you are not alone.” 

Many in the crowd stood 
silently and wiped rears as 
Mr. Rabin’s Nov. 4 appeal 
for support was replayed on 
huge speakers in the football 
fiekl-sized square. “I always, 
believed the people of Israel 
want peace... the people of 
Israel yearn for peace and 
support peace, and for this. I 
dunk you," Mr. Rabin had 
said. 

Mr. Peres currently holds a 
five-torixi point lead in most 
polls against his challenger, 
Likud Party leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

But there are concerns that 
militants opposed to the 
peace process plan more 
attacks. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Nine- 
teen militants were sentenced 
to hard labour Sunday by the 
state high security court here 
for their roles in attacks 
which killed three policemeVi. 

Two other militants were 
sentenced to death on April 2 
in the same trial which in- 
volves a total of 29 members 
of Egypt’s main armed mili- 
tant group the Gamaa Isla- 
miyan. 


Of the sentences handed 
out Sunday, five militants 
were given life, nine were 
given 15 years, four (includ- 
ing a minor) were given 10 
years and one was sentenced 
to 12 months. Five of those 
convicted are still on the ran. 

Seven people were also ac- 
quitted in the trial held amid 
tight security. 


The militants were found 
guilty of carrying out eight 
attacks at Aswan and Korn 
Ombo, 920 kilometres south 
of Cairo, in which three 
policemen were killed and six 
.others were injured including 
General Faruq Baddari, the 
head of the security forces in 
the Aswan region. 

There is no right of appeal 
from the special civilian 
court. As verdicts were 
announced the accused 
shouted slogans denouncing 
the Egyptian government, 
the United States and Israel. 


The tribunal judges were 
accused by the defendants of 
“apostasy" or blasphemy, 
and lawyers for the militants 
had unsuccessfully chal- 
lenged the court's validity. 

However, the Gamaa lead- 
er in the Aswan region A1 
Sayed Khaled Ibrahim, who 
was sentenced to 15 years, 
did not repeat an earlier call 
for the Gamaa to end its 
violent anti-government cam- 
paign. 

Leading lawyer Montasser 
A! Zayat insisted last week 
Mr. Ibrahim would elaborate 
during the trial on his original 
statement on March 7. the 
first call for an end to the 
violence by any Gamaa lead- 
er. 

The Arabic daily AI Havat 
said Sunday Mr. Ibrahim 
would call for a year-long 
suspension of the violent 
campaign to help efforts 
aimed at ending the attacks 
which have killed 1,015 since 
March 1992. 

Gamaa is considered the 
main, and only active, armed 
Islamic group m Egypt, and 
on April 18 its members kil- 
led 18 Greek tourists near the 
Giza Pyramids. 

After the attack it also 
repeated its intention to con- 
tinue the violence aimed at 
replacing the government of 
Hosni Mubarak with an Isla- 
mic state. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraqi authorities reopen roads to Kurdish area 

roads leading y Iraqi News 


aTfcsas.? 

Erbil late last year, INA said late Saturday. Those ages, 
together with Dohuk, form the .^nile zone^bb^ 
underStied protection by minority Kurds m northern Iraq 
after the 1991 Gulf war. The Baghdad governnteilthas kept 
^^Sunder an economic siege for thepast five yea*. 

: Although there wens independent reports of 
.norttero zone, Baghdad’s decision to quarantine the area 
also was consistent with file siege policy. 


Egyptian held for ‘spying for Iraq, Russia’ 


CAIRO 00 — Egyptian police have detained an Egyp tian 
Jsrs, Silge. rt^ifor Iraq and R» ^ security 
sources said onStmday. They said tfa eunide ntffi^ man,a 
former passport control officer, confessed he had been 
reermtedbyan Iraqi intelligence offiw after he began 
™Skat an Iraqi^roject supervised by the Russian 
government. He also said Russian intelhgnecc officers in 
Baghdad offered him large sums of money formformation 
rak^mOitary aad civilian projects in Egypt- The manwas 
entering Egypt allegedly on a mission when be was arrested 
at ffieRedSea port of Nnweiba, the sources added. No 
date has yet been set for the trial. On Thursday, the 
Egyptian army began trying a 48 -year-oM man charged 
with spying for Israel. Last month, a supreme state security 
court m Egypt sentenced another Egyptian to nfe imprison- 
ment with hard labour for the same charges. 


Saudi Arabia to beef up armed forces 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia will boost its armed forces 
with men and equipment in its next five-year military plan 
starring in 1997, Defence Minister Prince Sultan has said. 
The official Saudi Press Agency said Prince Sultan was 
ariHrassiwg a mili tary parade in tiie southern province on 
Saturday. “The sixth plan for our armed forces which starts 
next year will... be an expansion plan, not only in 
purchases and deals but also in attracting men and 
graduates of the kingdom's schools and universities,*’ he 
said. Saudi Arabia’s military has grown in recent years to 
105,000 men. In addition, the National Guard, which is 


iUJjWVJ lilfeU. All auuiuvu, ***** * — r — 

res ponsib le fin: defending strategic installations, comprises 
57^000 men and 20,000 tribal levies. Saudi Arabia is a 


major global arms importer with S75.9 billion in weapons 
transfer deals during the 1987-94 period. Fresh deals 
followed and more are in the pipeline. 


Kuwait, Oman drop passport requirement 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait and Oman have agreed to allow 
their nationals to use identification cards instead of 


passports to enter each other's countries. A joint statement 
by tbe'co untries' interior ministries issued in Kuwait said 
tiie decision would come into effect on May 15, the Kuwait 
News Agency reported on Saturday night. Both countries 
belong to the 15-year-old Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
economic and military alliance that aims to boost coopera- 
tion and integration between its six member countries. 
Similar agreements have been concluded by other GCC 
members but there is as yet no GCC-wide waiver of 
passport requirements. Some Kuwaiti officials have called 
for sharply accelerated GCC integration in defence and 
foreign polity. 


20 Filipinos who attended gay party held in Jeddah 


MANILA (AFP) — Some 20 Filipinos are being held in 
Saudi Arabia after being - arrested at a homosexual birthday 
party, local newspapers reported here Sunday. The reports 
quoted Philippine Assistant Labour Attache Isidro Cepeda 
as saying that about 40 Filipinos and 30 other foreigners 
were attending the gay birthday party in Jeddah last month 
when Saudi authorities hurst in and arrested them. Mr. 
Cepeda was quoted as saying that the group was arrested 
for violating a Saudi law banning gatherings of more than, 
five people. The party included a “beauty contest” with 
men dressed as women, Mr. Cepeda was quoted as saying. 
He (fid not say whether all those arrested were homosexual 
or who was celebrating the birthday. Although at least half 
of the Filipinos were later released, the other half are still 
being held and the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
not responded to embassy appeals to allow visits to those 
detained, the reports said. 


Darwish feels at home in Israel after exile 


TCL AVIV (AP) — Renowned Palestinian poet Mahmoud 
Darwish. who came back to Israel this week after 26 years 
in exile, said he feels at home in the Jewish state. Speaking 
finent Hebrew, Mr. Darwish said in an interview with 
Israel TV Saturday “I feel at home, like I never left.” Mr 

I ™ K -Arab.j e ft Israel in 1970, after joining 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation’s (PLO) Executive 
Committee. Israel considered the membership a threat to 
secunty. Mr. Danwsh, 53, is known for his poems about his 
dT? - for a homeland and the suffering of 

t^S C TQm a ^ Stmiai,S ' the PLO conunit- 

* 993 . to Potest the Israel-PLO autonomy accord, 
whicihe rejected as a sellout of Palestinian aspirations! 

thk ^ special permission to enter Israel 

tins week ua order to meet with friend Emile Habibi an 
Israeli- Arab author. Habibi died on Thursday, however 
and Mr. Darwish went to the author’s fSl £££ 
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Minister of Social Development Hammad Abu Jamous (centre) Saturday attends the 
opening session of a 12-day regional workshop on “T Vahim g of Trainers in Partici- 
patory Rural Appraisal” organised by the Regional Centre on Agrarian Reform and 
Rural Development for the Near East (Petra photo) 


Experts: Local participation can 
enhance rural development 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
regional workshop on rural 
development emphasised 
the importance of local 
rural participation in devel- 
opment efforts. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Hamad Abu 
Jamous said that Jordan 
wants to provide training to 
capable citizens and to pro- 
mote local community 
activity in augmenting 
social, cultural and eco- 
nomic development. 

“We seek to achieve 
human and social security 
and deal with negative 
social phenomena; particu- 
larly poverty and unem- 
ployment,*’ said the minis- 
ter, addressing the opening 
session of a 12-day regional 
workshop entitled, ‘Train- 
ing of Trainers in Participa- 
tory Rural Appraisal.” 

“Successful development 
requires iheinvolvement of 
local communities,” be 
said, “not only in defining 
their own problems, but 
also in assuming an active 
role in planning and execut- 
ing projects.” 

“The development 
process in die Near East is 
now facing new realities 
and challenges as well as 
political, economic and 
social changes. 

“This makes it incumbent 
on the countries of this 
region to give due attention 
to training citizens to carry 
out projects.” added Mr. 


Abu Jamous. 

Amal Sabbagh, director 
of the Regional Centre on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development for the Near 
East (CARDNE), the work- 
shop’s organiser, also 
addressed the session. 

She outlined the centre’s 
programmes for the promo- 
tion of regional cooperation 
in agrarian reform and rural 
development. 

She said that CARDNE 
aims to help countries of 
the region involve rural 
populations in socio-eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment, improve income 
and raise the standard of 
living. 

“CARDNE’s strategy 
from now until the end of 
the century hinges on inten- 
sification of efforts to train 
trainers and so guarantee 
die. expansion of its pro- 
grammes,'”' said Ms Sab- 
bagh- 

.The ‘ organisations^ : in 
coming months begin 

research to determine the 
effects of economic 

reforms on the rural poor in 
the Near East 

Following the conclusion 
of research, it will hold a 
seminar to discuss the out- 
come of the study and will 
pass recommendations on 
ways to reduce poverty in 
rural areas, according to 
Ms. Sabbagh. 

Eighteen training special- 
ists from Jordan, Syria, 


Egypt and Tunisia attended 
the workshop, designed to 
aide them in conducting 
future participatory rural 
appraisals. 

A CARDNE statement 
issued Sunday said that the 
proposed methodology 
encourages rural participa- 
tion in the decision-making 
process of projects that 
influence the quality of 
their lives. 

According to the state- 
ment, it also allows their 
own needs and values to be 
expressed in that decision. 

The workshop's organis- 
ers will present several 
tools that will prompt the 
participation of the local 
community in planning, 
implementation and follow 
up of development pro- 
jects. 

The two-part prog ramme 
will include a familiarisa- 
tion with the methods and 
tools of participatory rural 
appraisal, and actual field 
work in a locality that will 
enable rural residents to 
cany out their own needs 
assessments for develop- 
mental programmes. 

CARDNE’s activities are 
based on participatory 
methods that draw on expe- 
rience of local communi- 
ties, fanners, field officials 
and specialists in ratal 
development and agrarian 
reform . 


Qatar, Jordan plan accord on judicial matters 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Qatar and Jordan Sunday 
announced that (hey 
intend to initiate coopera- 
tion in judicial matters 
and legislation and are 
prep arin g for a draft 
agreement to be signed in 
Doha shortly. 

The announcement was 
made by Najib Nueimi, 
Qatar’s Minister of Jus- 
tice, following 1 his talks 
with his Jordanian coun- 
terpart, Abdul Karim 
Dughmi, who said that 
Qatar’s request for Jor- 
danian expertise and 
training in judicial affairs 
was among die main top- 
ics on the agenda. 

Dr. Nueimi said his 
country hopes to benefit 
from the Jordanian Judi- 
cial Institute and from the 
country’s judicial system 
and its specialists. 

Mr. Dughmi said the 
signing of the draft agree- 
ment will take place dur- 
ing his coming visit to 
Qatar at the invitation of 


the Qatari minister and 
after experts from both 
sides have finalised the 
agreement document. 

Dr. Nueimi, who arrived 
Sunday morning in 
Amman across the King 
Hussein Bridge from the 
West Bank, said be has 
met with the Palestine 
President Yasser Arafat 
and Palestinian govern- 
ment ministers for discus- 
sions on cooperation in 
judicial affairs. 

Describing his three- 

day visit to the Palestine 
self-rule areas as success- 
ful, the Qatari Minister 
said that he visited the 
holy city of Jerusalem 
which his country 
believes must be restored 
to Arab and Islamic sov- 
ereignty. He added that 
Qatar was supporting 
moves to help resolve 
questions related to the 
city. 

Dr. Nueimi said that 
during his current visit to 
Jordan he will visit the 



Justice Minister Abdul Karim Dughmi and his Qatari counterpart Najib Nueimi co- 
chair J or dania n-Qatari talks on bilateral judicial cooperation. Mr. Nueimi is head- 
ing a Qatari delegation on a visit to the Kingdom to request Jordanian expertise and 
training in judicial fields (Petra photo) 

Higher Court of Justice, Institute and will discuss posed agreement on judi- 

the Jordanian Judicial the clauses of the pro- rial cooperation. 


Multi-faceted presentation seeks to rediscover Gandhi 


‘ Non-violent doctrine difficult to apply in Arab -Israeli conflict ’ 



By Francesca Ciriari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Institute for Inter-Faith 
Studies and the Indian Cul- 
tural Association proposed 
a series of initiatives to 
rediscover the figure of 
Mahatma “Great Soul”, or, 
less formally, Bapu “Father 
of the nation” Gandhi, as 
his closest fellows used to 
call him. 

An exhibition of Gand- 
hi's original photographs, 
under the patronage of 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent a screen- 
ing of British Director Sir 
Richard Attenborough’s 
' Oscar-winning film 

“Gandhi*, and a paneV dis- 
cussion on the relevance of 
non-violence in the Middle 
East were held May 4 and 
5 at the Royal Cultural 
Centre (RCC), to rediscov- 
er this hero, an advocate of 
non-violence and non-obe- 
dience who, though 

belonging to tins century, 
seems to be so far away 
from the reality of our 
days. 

The first session of the 
panel discussion on the rel- 
evance of non-violence to 


contemporary Middle East 
held at the RCC yesterday 
morning, was chaired by 
former RCC Director Iyad 
Qattan and was attended by 
Indian Professor Ravinder 
Kumar, director of the 
Nerhu Memorial Museum 
and Library and specialist 
on non-violence, and for- 
mer Minister of Informa- 
tion Mahmoud Sharif. 

In her ifitTOdoctoiy 
remarks, Alka Raza, from 
the Indian Cultural Associ- 
ation, said “non-violence 
has deep-rooted meaning 
in every culture, religion, 
and belief system. 1 * 

Prof. Kumar explained 
Gandhi’s technique of 
fighting for freedom and 
independence front the 
British empire, 'through 
mass mobilisation, civil 
disobedience and boycott 
of British products. 

He said the very strength 
of Gandhi’s theory was the 
idea of “appealing to the 
moral core of the oppo- 
nent” 

Mr. Sharif claimed that 
the historical, cultural and 
moral differences between 
the 1940’s Indian context 
and the actual situation in 
the West Bank and Gaza do 


not permit the application 
of a non-violence doctrine 
to the ArabTsraeLi conflict. 

“While the British public 
showed sensitivity towards 
the injustice and oppres- 
sion imposed by their own 
government on the Indians, 
in today’s Israel, Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres’ 
popularity grew after the 
Israeli attacks against 
Lebanon which resulted in 
the deaths of over 200 
civilians (two weeks ago),” 
Mr. Sharif pointed out. 

Ant Greenhara. charge 
d'affaires at the South 
African embassy in 
Amman, and Indian 
Ambassador Gajan 

Wakankar attended the sec- 
ond session of the panel 
discussion, moderated by 
Indian scholar in peace 
research and non-violence 
Shariq Raza. 

The exhibition of Gand- 
hi’s original photographs, 
which will last until May 7 
and was officially opened 
Saturday by HRH Princess 
Rahma Bint A1 Hassan, 
portrays the most signifi- 
cant moments in the 
Mahatma's life, from his 
days at law school in Lon- 
don and the beginning of 


Mahatmah Gandhi 

his preaching in South 
Africa against the 
apartheid, to his pacific 


campaign for Indian inde- 
pendence and his murder iu 
1948. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent, premier visit Ruweished 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Pripce 
Hassan, the Regent, accompanied by Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti, Saturday toured the Ruweished 
area and visited several places, including the Karameh 
bolder posts on the Jordanian- Iraqi borders and A1 
Ruqban where he inspected (be services and facilities pro- 
vided to travellers. The Regent also visited the Ristaeh gas 
plant and listened to a briefing on the oil exploration oper- 
ations in the area and the potential oil production capaci- 
ty. Prince Hassan met with the project staff and was 
briefed on the nature of their work. Also on Sunday Mr. 
Kabariti visited the ministries of Interior, Public Works 
and Housing, Education, and Industry and Trade where he 
met with the ministers and senior ministry officials, and 
discussed with them issues of concern and present and 
future plans to ensure the smooth and effective delivery of 
services to citizens. 

PSD announces bridge closing 

AMMAN (Petra) — The King Hussein Bridge on the Jor- 
dan River will be closed to traffic as of 8:00 p.m. Monday 


to allow for maintenance work, according to Public Secu- 
rity Department sources. The sources said, however, that 
foreigners and citizens of Jerusalem will be allowed from 
Jordan to cross to the West Bank during the closure peri- 
od. The sources added that the bridge will also be open to 
traffic from the West Bank to Jordan. 


JUST to host nursing conference 

RAMTHA (Petra) — To mark its 10th anniversary, the 
Nursing Faculty at Jordan University of Science and 
Technology (JUST) today will host the 4th International 
Nursing Conference in the Middle East, according to the 
Dean Ruwaida Ma’aya’h. The two-day conference will 
discuss U9 scientific research papers covering such areas 
as community health, maternal and child health, and man- 
agement of nursing. Taking part in the conference will be 
nursing experts from Jordan, the U.S., Britain, Canada , 
Germany, Australia, Tanzania, Bulgaria, Finland, Kenya. 
Sudan, Turkey, Iran, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Bahraio. Oman, Iraq and Palestine. 



‘Terrorism, 
extremism not 
linked to religion’ 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan 
Sunday told an Arab 
League meeting in Cairo 
that terrorism and 
extremism are not con- 
fined to a specific reli- 
gion or ideology but are 
connected with and often 
result from poverty, 
hunger, deprivation and 
the feeling of injustice, 
loss and despair. 

Attempts on the part of 
some countries to link 
Islam with terrorism, and 
Islamic fundamentalism 
with violence are harmful 
to the Islamic faith, said 
Jordan's envoy to the 
meeting, adding that ter- 
rorism and violence did 
not originate in the Arab 
countries. 

Jordan’s views at the 
meeting were submitted 
by Judge Fahd Abul Item, 
member of the Higher 
Court of Justice. 

The meeting is attended 
by Arab experts who will 
try to draw up a pan-Arab 
draft agreement on com- 
bating all forms of terror- 
ism. 

He called on Arab states 
to clearly differentiate 
between the expression of 
opinion and inciting vio- 
lence, and between acts 
of terrorism and the legit- 
imate right of resisting 
occupation and defending 
national interests. 

“Much harm is being 
done to Islam which 


preaches tolerance and 
peaceful coexistence 
among various cultures 
and communities and 
calls for the renunciation 
of aggression, because 
certain parties tend to link 
the faith to extremism 
and terrorism,” added 
Judge Abul Item. 

Stressing the need for 
the Arab states to clearly 
define acts of terrorism, 
he said that terrorist acts 
are considered crimes as 
are military invasions and 
threats of aggression 
against other countries. 

He said extremism and 
terrorism result from eco- 
nomic. social and politi- 
cal situations differing 
from one country to 
another. Judge Abul Item 
said, however, that legiti- 
mate struggle for freedom 
and regaining of social, 
political and economic 
rights can by no means be 
interpreted as acts of ter- 
rorism. 

The meeting is oigan- 
ised by the Arab League 
in cooperation with the 
Council of Arab Interior 
Ministers. 
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& electrical needs 


ATTENTION: 


AH industries 
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Computer companies 
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RS. components Ltd.- the leading UK Co. in the field, 
announces the arrival of our latest catalog (1996 - 1997). 



Over 40.000 items including: 

- Semi conductors / spare parts 
• Instruments - testing equipment 

- Workshop tools 

- And much more !! 



We send out weekly orders for any parts 
in the catalog you may need. 

One (1) week delivery - competitive 


Sole Agents: 

Arab Computers & MgnL Services Co . 
Jerusalem Complex - sEmi Teh 667699 - $70$7 Fax: 688100 
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4 World News 


Aznar takes office as 


Spanish prime minister 


MADRID (R) — King Juan 
Carlos swore in conserva- 
tive leader Jose Maria 
Aznar as prime minister 
Sunday, opening a new era 
in Spanish politics after 13 
years of Socialist rule. 

In a ceremony at the 
Zarzuela Palace attended by 
his predecessor. Felipe 
Gonzalez, a beaming Aznar 
took the oath of office 
before posing for photogra- 
phers with King Juan 
Carlos, Queen Sofia and top 
aides of the new and outgo- 
ing administrations. 

He has promised a “cen- 
trist and reform-minded 
government” to tackle 
Spain's economic problems 
and prepare it for the 
European Union's planned 
monetary union. 

“It is a great day for 
Spanish democracy... open- 
ing a new phase of dialogue 
and stable government for 
all the people." Mr. Aznar 
said after his Popular Party 
lPP> won a parliamentary 
vote of confidence Saturday 
with the help of regional 
groups. 

The Popular Party defeat- 
ed the Socialists of long- 
serving Prime Minister Fe- 
lipe Gonzalez two months 
ago in an early general elec- 
tion but failed to secure an 
outright parliamentary ma? 
jority. 

Mr. Aznar was forced to 
woo fiercely independent 
Catalan and Basque nation- 
alist parties with pledges of 
greater regional autonomy, 
particularly in taxation, to 
win the confidence vote 




' • ' 
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New Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar (left) is 
congratulated by King Joan Carlos after taking the 
oath of office at Zarzuela palace on May 5 (Renter 
photo) 


with 181 votes in' the 350- 
seat parliament. 

Mr. Aznar, 43. who was 
due to return to the palace in 
the afternoon with a list of 
ministers, will be the third 
elected premier to take 
office in Spain since democ- 
racy was installed after the 
death of dictator Francisco 
Franco in 1975. 


He was expected to under- 
line his austerity drive by 
naming a slimmed-down 
cabinet of 14 ministers, one 
fewer than the outgoing 
Socialist administration. 

The Economy Ministry 
will go to the party's eco- 
nomic spokesman Rodrigo 
Rato who played a crucial 
role in the complex negotia- 


tions with the Catalan Con- 
vergence and Unity (C1U) 
Party that cleared the way to 
the new government’s in- 
vestiture. 

Mr. Aznar has . said that 
getting the ' economy into 
shape for inohetary onion, ■ 
which meaurreSnidg in the 
bCK^etcfcfic^,>aiBd^ghtif^- 
unempkjymem — the high- 
est in the E uro pe an Union 
— will be bis two main eco- 
nomic priorities. 

But he has shed what crit- 
ics used to see as an extrem- 
ist pro-business stance pat- 
terned on that of former Bri- 
tish Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher. 

In a bid for the political 
centre ground, he promised 
to preserve Spain’s welfare 
and pension systems, while 
election campaign offers of 
quick tax cuts for the better- 
off seem to have been quiet- 
ly sidelined. 

A remvigorated Gonzalez, 
who appeared on the point 
of quitting politics before 
his party's bettcr-than- 
expected showing in the 
March 3 elections, has 
vowed “ftir btitfinn” oppo- 
sition to the Hew govern- 
ment. 

The veteran Socialist, 
whose party won 141 seats- 
to the conservatives' 156 
two months ago, 'prides 
himself on completing 
Spain's transformation from 
inter national pariah in the 
Franco days to a major 
player in European affairs. 


Wallenberg reportedly did work Australian 


for U.S. intelligence agency charged aftcr 


WASHINGTON (AP) — World War H 
hero Raoul Wallenberg did work for an 
agency that was a predecessor of the CIA. 
U.S. News And World Report reported - 
Saturday. 

A U.S, News investigation of recently 
declassified CIA documents revealed that 
while the Swedish diplomat worked to save 
Hungarian Jews from the Nazis, he also was 
helping the Office of Strategic Services 
make contact with anti-Nazi resistance 
leaders in Hungary, the magazine said. 

Wallenberg “maintained a steady flaw of 
information between war-tom Hungary and 
Washington via Stockholm,'' the magazine 
said in an issue that will go on newsstands 
Monday. “For the Office of Strategic 
Sen-ices — precursor to the CIA — 
Wallenberg was probably the only reliable 
man in wartime Budapest." 

Despite Russia's insistence that 
Wallenberg died in a Soviet prison in July 
1947, eyewitnesses have reported seeing 
him in the Soviet Union decades later, U.S. 
News said. 

Retired Swedish Ambassador Per Anger 
said he thinks Wallenberg, who is believed 
to have saved at least 20,000 Jews from the 
Nazis, remained alive as late as 1989 and 
may be alive today. 

Mr. Anger told U.S. News that he 
appealed to Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev lo release Wallenberg after 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl unsuc- 
cessfully intervened in 1989. 


“He showed no interest*' and “implied 
that be had no control over the KGB,” Mr. 
Anger said. 

After the war, U.S. intelligence remained 
silent on Wallenberg's fate- “lest it confirm 
that he had been an American spy," U.S. 
News said. 

Jan Eliasson. the current Swedish under- 
secretary of state, said U.S. News overinter- 
preted previously known information when 
it called Wallenberg an American spy. 

“As a matter of fact, it's only m the head- 
line that the magazine says that Wallenberg 
was a spy. The article correctly says that 
Wallenberg was an asset to the United 
States during his stay in Budapest," the 
Swedish News Agency TT quoted Mr. 
Eliasson as saying. 

Mr. Eliasson said that the Office of 
Strategic Services' representative in 
Stockholm during the war. Iver Olsen, was 
questioned by the CIA in 1955 and denied 
rumours that Wallenberg was a spy. Mr. 
Olsen emphasised that his contacts with the 
Swedish diplomat were limited to issues 
concerning saving Hungarian Jews. Mr. 
Eliasson said. 

Also, in a comment to Swedish 
Television. Mr. Anger said he worked at 
Wallenberg's side almost around the clock 
“and we were definitely busy doing other 
things than spying for the United States." 

He, too, labeled the spy allegations a 
“rehash of old stuff." 


massacre 


moved to jail 


Mandela worried about Zulu violence 


DURBAN, South Africa (Rl — Pres idem 
Nelson Mandela is extremely concerned at 
renewed violence in Kwazulu-Natal 
province and could send extra security 
forces if the situation worsens, a presiden- 
tial spokesman said Sunday. 

At least one woman was killed and eight 
people, including three policemen, were 
wounded during and after a march by 7,000 
Zulus aligned to the Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party in the Kwazulu-Natal port 
city of Durban Saturday, police said. 

Presidential spokesman Joel Netshitenzhe 
told Reuters the president “has expressed 
extreme concern about what happened in 
Durban yesterday". 

“He has consulted with the ministers of 
safety and security and defence and ha s 
expressed full confidence in the manner 
they are handling a difficult and complex 
situation in Kwazulu-Natal . 

“The situation is being reviewed on a con- 
tinual basis and if it worsens, security 
forces will be sent to Kwazulu-Natal ” 

But Inkatha said Sunday party supporters 
had defied orders not to take pan in the 
March. The party blamed agents provoca- 
teurs far the violence and said it was aimed 
at scuttling local government elections in 
the province. 

"We are very shaken by what happened 
during the march... The match rook place 
against our instructions to our members not 
to participate because we are at a vay crit- 
ical time where the’ ANC will look far any 
excuse to have the elections called off," 
Inkatha Secretaty-General Ziba Jiya nesakL 

The cabinet is doe to decide Monday 
whether the polls scheduled for May 29 
should go ahead in the province. 


Mr. Mandela called the special cabinet 
meeting after an all- party task force he 
commissioned was unable to make a clear 
recommendation whether a fire and fair 
ballot could be held. 

Mandela's ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) says alleged voter regis- 
tration fraud and political killings and 
intimidation mean a fair election is impos- 
sible but Chief Mangosuthu Butbelezi’s 
Inkatha says the ANC is just scared of los- 
ing. 

More than 14.000 people have been killed 
in Kwazulu-Natal since the mid-1980s in a 
turf war between the ANC and Inkatha. 

Inkatha won control of Kwazulu-Natal — 
home to South Africa's nine million Zulus 
— after all-race elections in 1994 which 
saw the ANC sweep to power nationally. 

“We are calling for the government to 
intervene and to intervene decisively. The 
state most flex its muscles to end the anar- 
chy in this province," provincial ANC 
spokesman Bheki Cele told Reuters. 

The march in Durban was led by an 
organisation linked to Inkatha in protest 
against a government ban on carrying tradi- 
tional weapons in public. 

Police said a woman was shot and killed 
when protesters returning from tire inarch 
fired shots from a train is Umlazi township, 
south of Durban, Saturday night. 

Three policemen and five Zulu protesters 
were wounded after shooting erupted dur- 
ing the March in Durban city centre when 
police medio seize a marcher with an AK- 
47 assault rifle. 

Many de m onstrators carried spear*, 
sharpened metal rods and machetes in defi- 
ance of tie ban to reduce violence. 


HOBART, Australia (R) — 
The Australian man 
charged with murder in 
relation to the massacre of 
35 people in Tasmania was 
transferred earlier than 
expected from hospital to a 
m axi m um security prison 
Sunday, police said. 

Martin Bryant, 28, was 
taken by ambulance from 
the Royal Hobart Hospital 
to an isolated section of 
Risdon Prison in the island 
state's capital because of 
continuing threatening te- 
lephone calls to hospital 
staff, a police spokesman 
said. 

“The doctors have made 
a judgment today that he 
can be treated at Risdon 
Prison." said a police 
spokesman. 

"He has been moved so 
that staff can continue nor- 
mal duties without the dis- 
traction of threatening 
calls,” he said. 

The transfer was unex- 
pected as doctors Saturday 
said Mr. Bryant would re- 
main in the hospital for the 
next few weeks. 

Mr. Bryant was being 
treated in an isolated sec- 
tion of the hospital for 
bums to his back and but- 
tocks after fleeing a burn- 
ing cottage last Monday. 


Bryant has been charged 
wib the murder of 21 -year- 


with tiie murder of 21 -year- 
old Kale Scott one of the 
35 people killed. He has 
not been required to enter a 
plea. 

A lone gunman armed 
with a high-powered rifle 
began a shooting rampage 
last Sunday at the historic 
Port Arthur convict site 50 
kilometres south-east of 
Hobart, gaming down 32 
peoptentefrxe talcing three 
hostages, whose remains 
were foutxfm tfie bumt-out 
cottage. . 

Since last Monday when 
Mr. Bryam was admitted to 
hospital, where be . was 
later charged with the one 
lnUrder at a bedside -court 


received threatening' tele- 
phone calls and the hospital 
has been the target of two 
bomb hoax er . , 

A Risdon Prison -officer 
spokesman xoW rep or t ers 
Sunday that Me. Bryant 
woetffe*liiq* ; isi& 24-,. 
hour electronic survey 
lance. 
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New Spanish Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar (left) is congratulated by outgoing 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez in front of King Joan Carlos and Queen Sofia alter 
t»irfi» g the oath of office at Zarzuela palace on May 5. The conservative leader was 
sworn-in by King Joan Carlos, opening a new era in Spanish politics after more than 
13 years of Socialist rule. Partially seen at right is parliament president Fedenco 
Trillo (Renter photo) _ 


Canadian children received blood 


tainted with deadly brain disease 


TORONTO (AFP) — Frightened parents 
have flooded a Toronto hospital with calls 
after learning that their children received 
blood tainted with a deadly brain disease, 
officials said. 

Officials from the Toronto Hospital for 
Sick Children said letters were sent to 525 
families to warn them that a man who had 
donated blood received by their children 
had died of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease in 
1995. 

.. Robert Has lam, chief pediatrician at the 
hospital, underscored that the risks of con- 
tracting the disease through blood transfu- 
sions were very slim. 

“We debated the pros and cons of telling 
the parents,” he said. “Let me tell you there 
was a lot of debate." 


The hospital finally decided to inform the 
amities of the children because “it was the 


despite the angst it would cause," Mr. 
Haslam said. 

The tainted blood was used in the hospital 
from 1989 to July 1995, when the Canadian 
Red Cross learned that the donor had died 
of Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. 

The Red Cross issued a recall of the blood 
products. 

The Toronto Sick Children's Hospital 
installed a special telephone line to answer 
parents' questions about the disease. 

The fatal brain disease in humans is relat- 
ed to bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
(BSE), or “mad cow" disease, which 
sparked a crisis in Britain following the 
British government's admission in March 
of a possible link between the illness in 
British cattle, and Creutzfeldt-Jakob dis- 


femflies of the children because “it was the 
ethical thing to do." he added. 

“The family advisory committee felt it 
was our responsibility to tell the parents. 


The European Union banned British beef 
imports on March 27, a week after the gov- 
ernment’s disclosure. 
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President Clinton laughs as he and Vice President AJ Gore (right) congratulate 
Reuters journalist Susan Cornwell after she was presented with the 1996 
Merriman Smith Memorial Award for excellence in presidential news coverage 
during the Annual Dinner of the White House Correspondents 7 Associati on Ms. 
Cornwell won the award for a scoop from an on- the- record presidential speech 
which was not picked up on by competitors (Reuter photo) 


Clinton, after Imus incident, enjoys 
White House correspondents’ dinner 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
With tears from raucous 
laughter welting in his 
eyes. President Bill 
Clinton appeared to 
enjoy himself at his first 
media dinner since the 
one with Don Imus that 
left him stone-faced and 
visibly angry. 

The president dearly 
looked as if he was hav- 
ing a good time at the 
White House Corres- 
pondents' Association's 
annual dinner, a black-tie 
shindig where the presi- 
dent and the media who 
cover him pot away for- 
malities for at least one 
night 

Me Clinton, seated at 
the head table, chuckled 
at the jokes of comedian 
A1 Franken, who has 
written scripts for and 
appeared on NBC's 
Saturday Night Live tele- 
vision programme. 

Franken, a self-admit- 
ted Democrat who 
authored the best-selling 
book Rush limhangh Is 
A Big Fat Idiot And 
Other Observations, had 
the crowd in stitches as 

Ws41NBhnite monologue 
touched mi everyone 
from Bob Dole to Newt 


Gingrich. 

Speaking about former 
Republican presidential 
candidate Lamar Alexan- 
der’s campaign theme, 
Franken said: “I think 
we all remember La- 
mar's ABCs — Alexan- 
der Beats Clinton — or 
as I like to call it — A Bad 
Campaign." 

Franken also included 
hilarious impersonations 
of Republican New York 
Sen. A1 D’ Amato and 
jabs at House Speaker 
Gingrich's book and 
Senate majority leader 
Dole's floundering presi- 
dential campaign. 

Mr. Clinton, red-faced 
and beaming with smiles, 
looked as if be had for- 
gotten about the skewer- 
ing he took from Mr. 
Imus, the New York 
radio personality who 
cracked jokes in front of 
Mr. Clinton about the 
president’s alleged mari- 
tal infidelities. 

At that dinner in 
March, hosted by the 
Radio Television Corres- 
pondents' Association, 
Mr. Imus, known to New 
Yorkers for his raunchy 
sense of humour, un- 
— teadied a barrage of 


jokes that some thought 
crossed the tine of decen- 


It ignited a debate over 
whether a sitting presi- 
dent has to endnre risque 
jokes at his expense, and 
It prompted White House 
Press Secretary Mike 
McCarty to take the 
u nn sual step of asking a 
public cable network not 
to re-air Mr. Imns's 
speech. 

The Clintons ap-peared 
visibly angered at that 
event and bolted from the 
room after Mr. Imus fin- 
ished his remarks. 

Franken, who said he 
attended the dinner 
where Mr. Imns spoke, 
said: “During that eve- 
ning, I came up with the 

title for my new book 

Don Imus Is A Big Puta” 
a- remark that elicited 
from the crowd, and the 
president, a huge roar of 
laughter. 

But this time they 
fooked tike they enjoyed 
themselves, and they 
renamed after the for- 
mal dinner was over to 
Jrith reporters and 
pose for pictures. 


Vietnam opens 
marriage bureau 
for foreigners 


HO CHI MINH CITY 
(AFP) — Vietnam has 
opened a licensed marriage 
bureau to pair up local res- 
idents and foreigners in 
response to a rise in illegal 
rings supplying brides to 
overseas men, a report said 
Monday. The love-mar - 1 
riage-family consultancy 
centre opened two weeks 
ago to match up potential 
couples and to stew for- 
eigners through the com- 
plicated red tape that sur- 
rounds marraiges, the Viet- 
nam News Agency said. 
No details were given as to 
the cost of the service but 
the centre’s Deputy Direc- 
tor Le Mi nh Nga was quot- 
ed as saying that charges 
would be “reasonable and 
affordable.” press reports 
in Ho Chi Minh City have 
recently highlighted the 
rise of marriage rings sup- 
plying brides mostly to 
Taiwanese men for around 
S3. 000. Women were being 
sold into marraiges by 
impoverished families and 
then sent off for lives of 
near-slavery overseas, the 
reports alleged. Incidents 
of trafficking in women to 
southern China have also 
raised alarms. A city news- 
paper for women reported a 
sharp rise in weddings 
between foreigners and 
Vietnamese last year. Many 
overseas Vietnamese have 
been returning here in 
recent years looking to 
many although most use 
family connections to find 
partners. Mr. Nga was 
quoted as saying that the 
bureau would offer a com- 
pletely above the board ser- 
vice for foreigners wishing 
to marry Vietnamese but 
that it couldn't promise 
sincere love” but only the 
hope that it would develop 
after the wedding. 


Chinese hair tonic 
to hit world 
markets 


BEDING (AFP)— The in- 
ventor of popular Chinese 
hair growth formula Mirar 
cle Lotion 101 is taking his 
tome overseas in an at- 
tempt to tap lucrative for- 
egn markets, the China 
gaily said Sunday. Zhao 
Zhangguang, who has be- 
come a successful busi- 
nessman after launching 
Je tome in 1974 

ini Zhangguang 

wi group, was quoted by 
e paper as saying he was 
planning to set up a joint 

venumeinSingapieida 

subs^y company in 



BRISTOL, England (AFPfe 
— After 26 years, includ-|g 
ing 1,500 lessons that cost W 
£18,000 ($27,000), Sue,/' 
Evans-Jones has yet to/ 
achieve her big goal in life' 

a driver's license. rt‘. 

know I’m good enough to 
pass. I won’t let this beat 
me. I’ll pass my test soon. 

It’s only my nerves,” she. 
said after she flunked yet; 
again at Southmcad. near 
Bristol in the wcst of 
England. Her confidence., 
was buoyed by an excellent • 
lesson just before the test, 
but then jitters set in right 
about when the examiner 
asked her to execute an 
emergency stop. “I just 
went to pieces. I have ne- 
ver done a bad emergency 
stop before — but unfortu- 
nately, I put the wrong foot 
down and hit the clutch, so 
the car didn’t stop, she 
confessed. - Her bad luck 
didn’t stop, either. When 
roadworks suddenly 
popped up in the middle 
lane, Ms. Evans-Jones 
steered the car onto the 
wrong side of the traffic 
cones — and over the con- 
struction she went How 
did her instructor, Nick 
George, take all this? “I 
have taught people with no 
legs to drive,” said the 11 th 
and latest of Ms. Evans- 
Jones’ driving teachers, 
“but she’s more of a chal- 
lenge.” Ms. Evans-Jones is 
not giving up. Not only has 
she booked another test for _ 
August, but she plaffl to ■ 
buy an Austin Metro, 
which is going to cost less 
than all the money she’s 
spent on lessons. 
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Fighters with Charles Taylor’s NPFL fire at enemy forces one block away daring heavy fi ghting in downtown 
Monrovia. The fighting continued for the sixth straight day following the collapse of a ten day ceasefire (Heater 
photo) 

Liberians fetch water in break from fighting 


Chechen separatists shoot 
down Russian fighter plane 


MONROVIA (R) — Liberians hurried 
to fetch water in the capital Monrovia 
Sunday morning, taking advantage of 
a lull in fighting after an assault by 
Charles Taylor's forces on their ethnic 
Kratui foes in the main army barracks 
Saturday. 

Rut sporadic gunfire could still be 
heard. 

Negotiators said Saturday they had 
persuaded Mr. Taylor to agree to a 
ceasefire following the departure of 
Krahn leader Roosevelt Johnson for 
peace talks in Ghana due to start 
Tuesday. 

But Mr. Taylor, who launched the 
civil war. from Ivory Coast in 1989, 
promptly denied all knowledge of any 
truce and said he would not attend the 
talks — despite pressure from the 
United States which has warships off- 
shore. 

Mr. Taylor, a vice-chairman on the 
ruling Council of State, said council 
Chairman Wilton Sankawulo would 
represent him and his .ally Vice- 
Chairman Alhaji Kromah. 


On Sunday morning Mr. Taylor’s 
fighters milled around the empty 
Ambassador Hotel in the Mamba 
Point district, awaiting orders. 

Mr. Taylor's forces were in control 
of two bridges linking the city centre 
to Bushrod Island and had widened 
their control of the downtown area, 
though front lines have moved little in 
four weeks of fighting. 

Battles began on April 6 after the 
council tried to arrest Mr. Johnson on 
murder charges. 

A truce agreed with West African 
and U.S. mediators on April 19 col- 
lapsed 10 days later. 

Diplomatic sources said the Krahn 
had told them Thursday they would be 
willing to observe a ceasefire, and 
Taylor gave his assent after die 
Americans flew Mr. Johnson out of the 
country. 

But Mr. Taylor’s men bombarded the 
Krahn base at Monrovia’s main army 
barracks on Saturday morning. 

About 60 people from the U.S. 
embassy housing Compound, where 


thousands of refugees from the fight- 
ing are sheltering, urged the United 
States Saturday to send in Marines. 

Peter Seoneh, chairman of the 
Gray stone Displaced Centre, said they 
wanted the Marines to deploy aloog 
with West African ECOMOG peace- 
keepers to disarm the fighters. 

‘The United States was the country 
that gqve us our earliest indepen- 
dence," he said. “If they had contained 
the situation earlier, I don't think it 
would have reached this point-" 

Liberia was founded by freed 
American slaves in 1347, and the 
demonstrators, who carried banners 
and tree branches, said they still 
viewed the United States as their 
mother country. 

“America must save Liberia,” read 
one banner. 

Marines guarding the embassy shot 
dead three Liberians and wounded a 
fourth Tuesday when the compound 
came under fire during gun battles in 
the street outside. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Chechen sepa- 
ratist fighters shot down a Russian 
Sukhoi-25 fighter Sunday near the vil- 
lage of Mayrtup, in the east of the 
breakaway republic, a Russian Air 
Force official told the Interfax News 
Agency. 

The crew was dead according to first 
reports, the official said. 

The plane was on a reconnaissance 
mission over the region of Shali, 30 
kilometres southeast of the capital 
Grozny, the official said. 

It was the fifth Russian plane shot 
down by Chechen guerrillas since 
Russian troops moved in to crush the 
republic's bid for independence in 
December 1994. 

Earlier Sunday the commander of 
the Russian Ministry of Defence For- 
ces in the republic, Vladimir Shama- 
nov, announced that Russian troops 
were to laun ch a new offensive against 
Shali. 

He said a “special operation” — 
Moscow military-speak for air and 
artillery attacks — would begin 
Monday at 8 a.m. (0500 GMT). 

On Friday, Russian troops put back 
an ul timatum to Chechen separatists in 
Shali to surrender their weapons and 
leave the town. 

The army has given religious leaders 
and town elders until Sunday evening 
to persuade the separatists to leave, 
Gen. S haman ov told ITAR-TASS 
news agency. 

The pro-Moscow government in 
Chechenya says some 300 separatist 
guerrillas are holed up in Shali, which 
has been surrounded by Russian 
troops for the past two weeks. 

Shali, the third largest town in the 
north Caucasus republic, is home to 
around 30,000 people, but last week 
thousands fled after Russian helicopter 
attacks on houses belonging to sus- 
pected separatist leaders. 

* Meanwhile Chechen rebel Com- 
mander Sh amil Basayev vowed Sun- 
day to avenge the killing of indepen- 
dence leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
before the June presidential elections 
in Russia. 


“Do you expect me to sit and wait 
like an idiot while Russia quietly com- 
pletes its elections?' be said, in an 
interview in the mountainous Vedeno 
region. 

Commander Basayev, heavily beard- 
ed and wearing camouflage gear and 
an Islamic green headband around a 
wool hat, vowed attacks that would 
force a Russian troop withdrawal from 
Chechenya by the summer. 

Tf Russian troops re main. I'll take 
over a Russian city and spend the win- 
ter there,” he said. 

“Of course I am planning to go as 
long as Russian troops have not left,” 
said Commander Basayev, who* led a 
spectacular and bloody hostage-taking 
in the southern Russian town of 
Budennovsk last June. 

T have a big choice, because Che- 
chenya is small and Russia is big,” he 
said when asked about what sort of 
action he planned to take. 

“Russia has shown its treachery. We 
will have special operations just as the 
Russians do. We will kill them just as 
they killed.” 

He added, however, that he would 
not take hostages again. A Buden- 
novsk- style raid could have “a big 
effect, but I am against this. Next rime 
there won't be any hostages.” 

Basayev, considered the most daring 
and radical of the Chechen separatist 
commanders, said: “If Russia can have 
state terrorism, destroy whole villages, 
take everything, steal everything from 
houses why can’t we have self 
defence?* 

Commander Basayev denied reports 
of a split in die rebel leadership and 
said he fully supported new separatist 
President Zclunkhan Yandarbiyev, 
who took over after Dudayev’s death 
in a Russian air raid on April 21. 

The death of Dudayev, who 
launched Chechenya on its indepen- 
dence drive in 1991, was a blow. Com- 
mander Basayev said, but the sepa- 
ratists determination had been “streng- 
thened” as a result 

According to Commander Basayev, 
troops from three Russian divisions 


were withdrawn Saturday from the 
Vedeno region and only one division 
was staying, perched in camps on 
strategic hilltops. 

Vedeno and the surrounding villages 
were captured by the Russians in bru- 
tal fighting over the last month. But 
Mr. Basayev said that constant attacks 
on the Russian supply lines had made 
holding the villages themselves im- 
possible. 

“We destroy the columns bringing 
food and amunition. They have to sup- 
ply with helicopters,” he said. 

Rebel fighters have already moved 
back into the villages abandoned by 
the Russians, he said, adding: T con- 
trol the region." 

Several villages in the Vedeno re- 
gion have reportedly signed “peace” 
agreements with the Russian forces 
before the troop withdrawal took 
place. 

Under the accords, locals agree not 
to shelter fighters and the Russian 
army promises to leave them in peace. 

However, Commander Basayev dis- 
missed the accords as meaningless, 
saying: “You would sign an accord too 
if I pointed an automatic rifle at you.” 

Commander Basayev said fighters 
under his control were stepping up 
commando attacks inside Chechenya. 

He said the massive Russian offen- 
sive from Feruary to April which 
attempted to break Chechen resistance 
before the June 16 Russian presiden- 
tial election had driven more Chechen 
men to take up arms. 

“Weapons are a problem, we have 
too few. There have been thousands of 
volunteers but 1 cannot arm them ... if 
I had 100,000 rifles. I'd have 100,000 
soldiers in a week,'’ he said. 

Commander Basayev. who des- 
cribed Mr. Yeltsin as “Satan” and 
Russia as “a colonial power" said his 
father’s house in Vedeno was blown 
up by Russian troops after they cap- 
oned the village. 

He said he had lost 16 relatives in 
die 16-month war, which is estimated 
to have killed as many as 40,000 peo- 
ple. 


Bhutto blames India for bomb blasts in Pakistan 


Tigers step up attacks as 
Sri Lanka prays for peace 

COLOMBO (AFP) — The Sri Lankan minister leading the 
military onslaught against Tamil guerrillas prayed for 
peace at an ancient Buddhist shrine as Tiger rebels escalat- 
ed attacks, officials said Sunday. 

Junior Defence Minister Anuruddha Ratwatte stood 
opposite the Ruvanweli Seya Dagoba, a pagoda in the 
northern town of Anuradhapura, to pray for an end to the 
Tamil separatist war that has killed more than 50,000 since 
1972. 

Some 1,000 security force troops accompanied Mr. 
Ratwatte, also the minister for energy, in Saturday's 
prayers, which also sought divine intervention to end the 
country’s crippling drought. 

Vast areas of rice farms have suffered from failed mon- 
soon rains, and Sri Lanka has introduced power cuts 
because of a severe shortage of water to feed hydro-elec- 
tric power stations. 

Local officials said that Mr. Ratwatte was following a tra- 
dition of ancient kings, who performed what is known as 
“Satyakriya,” a form of meditation, opposite the pagoda at 
times of national crisis. 

Even as he took part in the religious observances at 
Anuradhapura — where Tamil Tigers massacred 146 
Buddhist pilgrims on May 14, 1985 — Tiger guerrillas shot 
dead a soldier in the north of the country. 

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) attacked 
an army road block in the northern peninsula of Jaffna 
Saturday, killing one soldier and wounding an officer and 
another soldier, the Defence Ministry here said Sunday. 

LTTE gunmen carried out the attack at Kodikamam in 
the Jaffna peninsula after sneaking into the area the army 
captured from them last month, the ministry said. 

It said troops retaliated causing casualties among the 
guerrillas but no details were immediately available. The 
attack came hours after the Tigers blasted power pylons in 
northeastern Sri Lanka, cutting off electricity in the region. 

The LTTE used explosives to bring down two pylons at 
Thamapalagamam in the district of TVincomalee where 
they also shot dead two police constables, officials said. 


Indian poll shows 
Congress has edge 


NEW DELHI (R) — 
India’s Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao received a 
welcome boost Sunday 
when a late poll said his 
Congress Party would have 
a slight lead in a hung par- 
liament after a third phase 
of general elections this 
week. 

The latest poll in the 
Times Of India and the 
Economic Times, the coun- 
try’s two major newspa- 
pers, forecast 169 out of 
543 seats for the Congress 
Party, ahead of 165 seen for 
the Hindu nationalist Bha- 
ratiya Janata Party (BJP). 

The Socialist combination 
of the National Front and 
the Left Front (NF-LF) are 
expected to win 145 seats in 
what now appears to be a 
cliff-hanger leading to a 
hung parliament. 

“It’s interesting to see 
opinion polls in the media 
finally supporting us,” se- 
nior Congress leader and 
Industry Minister K. Karu- 
nakaran told Reuters Suday. 

Various opinion polls 
published before the elec- 
tions showed die BJP emer- 
ging as the single-largest 
party, though well short of a 
majority to form a govern- 


ment 

Voting took place in some 
150 seals on April 27, and 
200 more on May 2. The 
next phase is set for May 7. 
All but six results should be 
known by May 11: 

Repotting is being held 
Sunday in 511 polling sta- 
tions where voting was 
marred by violence. 

The Times poll combined 
a fresh round of surveying 
with findings of a previous 
opinion poll which had pre- 
dicted 142 seats for the 
Congress and 189 for the 
BJP. 

Sunday's opinion poll 
came amidst a growing 
controversy surrounding 
Mr. Rao’s continued leader- 
ship of the party. 

In a newspaper interview 
Saturday Mr. Kaninakaran 
said the Congress Party, re- 
cently hit by a spate of 
defections, would recover 
its old strength if Rao quit 
its leadership. 

“We will have to find a 
new (Congress) Party presi- 
dent after die general elec- 
tions," Mr. Karunakaran 
said Mr. Rao’s supporters 
dismissed Mr. Karunaka- 
ran’s statement as his “per- 
sonal views.” 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
has for the first time openly blamed India for two recent 
bomb blasts in Pakistan, an accusation likely to further sour 
the already tense relations between the South Asian rivals. 

- Ms. Bhutto blamed the, Indian secret service for the blasts 
which killed 58 people in Punjab province last month, say- 
ing the blasts were carried out to divert attention from 
“sham” elections in Indian-held Kashmir. 

The charge, made by Ms. Bhutto at a news conference for 
foreign journalists here Saturday, is the latest in a regular 
exchange of accusations of sabotage and interference 
between the two countries, which have fought three wars 
since independence in 1947. 

Ms. Bhutto provided no evidence to back up her claim, 
nor was she asked to do so by the journalists. 

Six people were killed in an explosion in the eastern city 
of Lahore on April 14 at former international cricket star 
Imran Khan’s cancer hospital, preceding his entry into 
national politics. 

A more devastating bomb blast on a crowded bus near 
Lahore on April 28 left some 52 people dead and dozens 
injured, sending a shock wave through the country. 

Openly accusing India for the first time after the blasts in 
Punjab province, Ms. Bhutto told foreign reporters here 
Saturday that the Research and Analysis Wing (RAW) of 
Indian intelligence was behind the explosions. 

“All the reports that I have received indicate that the 
bombings are the work of RAW,” she said. 

Ms. Bhutto contended dial the Indian intelligence carried 
out the blasts in a bid to divert attention from the upcoming 
“sham” elections in the Indian-held Kashmir 

Polls in India’s only Muslim majority state — which is 
rocked by a separatist drive blamed by New Delhi on 
Pakistan — are to be held on May 7, 23 and 30 to elect six 
Kashmir representatives in the federal parliament. 

Pakistan, which holds the northern third of Kashmir, 
denies material support to Kashmiri militants, but openly 
vows political and moral support to the separatist campaign 
it calls a legitimate self-determination struggle. 

The two countries have have fought two of their three 
wars since independence in 1947 over Kashmir, which, is 
claimed by both. 

Ms. Bhutto said earlier it was Karachi — the troubled 
Pakistani port city in southern Sind province — where 



Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto speaks to 
Islamabad-based foreign correspondents at her official 
residence (Reuter photo) 


“raw-inspired” blasts were seen, adding that now they had 
turned their attention to the Punjab. 

She also expressed concern over India's missile and 
nuclear programmes at the news conference, accusing it of 
pursing “begem oni Stic" designs in the region. 

She said it was not India but Pakistan which had faced 
“aggression” from the neighbour three times in its history. 

The Kashmir dispute could be resolved when India 
“recognises" it as a problem and agrees to negotiate a set- 
tlement, she said, adding that the region could then take 
strides towards economic and social development 
Ms. Bhutto said she had no “favourites” in the current 
elections in India, but would prefer that a person of vision 
and courage would emerge who could resolve the Kashmir 
dispute. 


Yeltsin aide wants Russian poll delayed 


LONDON (R) — Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin’s influential security chief Alexan- 
der Korzhakov wants to postpone the June 
16 election his boss is in danger of losing, 
Britain's Observer newspaper said Sunday. 

“A lot of influential people are in favour 
of postponing the elections and I'm in 
favour of it too because we need stability,” 
the Observer quoted Mr. Korzhakov as 
telling its correspondent after a May Day 
rally last Wednesday. 

As Kremlin security chief and top aide 
Mr. Korzhakov is known to be very close 
to Mr. Yeltsin, who is behind Communist 
Party leader Gennady Zyuganov in opinion 
polls leading up to the vote in almost six 
weeks. 

Any delay in the elections would damage 
Russia’s chances of becoming a mature 
democracy, put question marks over con- 
tinuing international financial support and 
depress Mr. Yeltsin’s Western supporters. 

But the observer said Mr. Korzhakov, 
who has had little past contact with the 
press, wanted a delay to prevent unrest 
u lf we have the elections there is no way 
of avoiding a fight,” he said. “If Mr. 
Yeltsin wins, the radical opposition will 
rush into the streets claiming the results 
were falsified and there will be unrest. 

'“If Zyuganov wins, even if he wants to 


take a centrist tine, the same people won't 
let him and they’ll scream.” 

The Observer said Mr. Yeltsin's spokes- 
man Sergei Medvedev was taken aback 
when asked about Mr. Korzhakov's views 
and repeated the official line that the elec- 
tions should take place as scheduled. 

Mr. Yeltsin has said publicly on several 
occasions that the vote should take place as 
planned. 

The newspaper said there appeared to be 
a growing desire within some Russian cir- 
cles to circumvent the danger of a change 
of government by having the election post- 
poned. 

It quoted an open letter from 13 of 
Russia's biggest bankers and industrialists 
published on the front page of the Com- 
mersant daily newspaper a week ago that 
warned whoever won the election would 
be ruling in the name of a “minority”. 

The new rulers would only be able to 
“confirm their power by means which lead 
to civil war'*, the Observer quoted the let- 
ter as saying. 

The letter concluded with a threat, the 
Observer added. 

“Russian entrepreneurs do have the nec- 
essary resources and will to influence the 
too unprincipled and uncompromising 
politicians,” it said. 


Noor A1 Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
in cooperation with 
Goethe Institut 
presents 

The German 

Manderiing String Quartet 
and Nora Niggeling 

in concert 



Saturday, 1 1 May 1996- 8:00 p.m. 
Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

In the program pieces by Beethoven, 
Zemlinsk? and Bruckner. 

Ticket price: JD 10 


Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
The National Music Conservatory 
in cooperation with 
■ Marriott Hotel 

presents 

Brigham Voting 
Chamber Orchestra 

(45 members) 



Sunday, 12 May 1996 - 8:00 p.m. 
Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 
in the program pieces by Mozart, Copland, 
Ravel, Strauss and others. 

Ticket Price; JD 10 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Al Hussein 

The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
in cooperation with 
UNICEF 

presents 



Performances: Monday, 13 May. &Q0 pjn. 

Tuesday, 14 May, 1000 a.m. and 7.-00 p.m. 
Wednesday, 15 May, ICfcOQ am and 7$0 pjj, 
Thursday, 16 May, KhOO a.m. and 73X1 pjn. 

Al Hasan Bln Tala! Auditorium - University of Jordan 

JD 7 for adults and JD 5 for children 


Tickets available ac 

- AJ-Ahlra Abe la Superstore. teL 688481 

- Freddy for Music teL 692696 

- Romero, ceL 644227 


-Babidie, tel. 661322 - Caffe Moka. tel 856285 - Characters. teL 07-927106 

- Goethe Institut, tel 64 1 993 - Marriott Hotel, tri. 607607 • Music Box, teL 815745 

- Royal Cultural Center, tel 661026 - National Music Con s er va tory, tel 687620 
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independence through law 


THE GOVERNMENT’S decision to move 
fast on finalising the draft legislation on the 
establishment of the Centre for Human 
Rights, Democracy and Freedom Studies is 
an important step towards the institutiona- 
lisation of democracy in the Kingdom. The 
centre, whose establishment was ordered by 
His Majesty the King two years ago, eould 
play an important role in developing demo- 
cratic practices in the country and can 
deliver a vitally needed service at a time 
when many vague areas remain in the 
concept and practice of democracy in our 
country. 

As the executive authority starts its belated 
debate of the two-year old draft law, it has to 
make sure that the legislation leads to the 
creation of an effective centre that can carry 
out its duties independently from the control 
of the government. The centre most be an 
independent authority guided by nothing but 
its concern for the promotion of democratic 
practices in Jordan. It should be given the 
legal authority to act in a manner that 
neutralises to a large extent the political and 
financial influence of the government. Other- 
wise, the centre will be yet another 
bureaucratic organ that will fail to fulfil its 
duty as a national institution concerned with 
the assertion of society’s right to freedom 
and democracy. 

But given the dearth of information avail- 
able on the draft legislation, it is not possible 
to predict how much freedom the centre will 
be able to exercise in conducting its research 
and activities or what objectives the govern- 
ment foresees for it- That will only be dear 
when the government refers the draft law to 
parliament, which has the right to introduce 
whatever amendments it deems necessary to 
the law. Accordingly, the pressure for ensur- 
ing the suitability of the draft law to the 
purposes for which the centre should be 
created will fall on legislators. It is the duty 
of lawmakers to ensure that the government 
will not seize control of the centre and its 
activities through arming it with financial 
and administrative independence. 

In what would be a first in Jordan, 
Parliament can, and must, insist that it has 
the legal right to confirm the appointment of 
the board of trustees after they are nomin- 
ated by the government. Parliament can also 
insist that the director and the board are only 
accountable to the Legislature and their 
appointment can only be terminated by a 
majority decision of the Lower House. If that 
is done, those in charge of the centre will do 
their job more effectively and Jordanians can 
be certain that the centre for Human Rights, 
Democracy and Freedom Studies will be a 
worthy addition to the forces of pluralism 
and positive change in the country. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A! Ra’i said Sunday that tbe various 
non-Lebanon parties in the recent war in Lebanon have 
declared their satisfaction with the outcome of the con- 
flict. but the unfortunate Lebanese have been left alooe 
to heal their wounds and clear up the mess. Fabed Fanek 
said that through the deal reached with the help of the 
U.S., Israel has succeeded in securing peace for its 
northern settlements. Syria has ended its isolation and 
secured worldwide recognition of its role in Lebanon. 
Hizbollah secured the right to cany out resistance 
attacks on Israeli military targets in southern Lebanon, 
Iran has expressed satisfaction with the deal which 
pleased Hizbollah, and France has res um e d its historic 
role in the Middle East in general and in Lebanon in par* 
ticular. For its port, the U.S. has proved once again that 
it is the sole power with sufficient influence on all sides 
and one that can face its will any time on all parties, 
even on Damascus which Washington considers as a 
country that fosters terrorism, and Israel which is the 
U.S. main ally in the region. According to the writer, the 
Lebanese are the only party that cannot claim any suc- 
cess from this war since it has witnessed hundreds of 
dead, the destruction of thousands of houses and they 
have to deal with thousands of displaced people. More- 
over, he said, Lebanon remains under the hegemony of 
other countries. 


Human Right File 


By Waleed M. Sadi 


Right to life still violated on our roads 
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ALL SO-CALLED civilised nations of the world have 
applied rigorous measures on car manufacturers in order 
to make their auto productions safer for drivers and pas- 
sengers alike. Accordingly, vehicles are manufactured 
now with better than ever brake systems, stronger body 
shells and air bags to protect not only drivers but also all 
the passengers in case of head-on accidents. 

in the same spirit, most advanced countries. i.e v coun- 
tries which value human life and put high premium on 
safety on their highways and streets, refuse to license auto- 
mobiles which do not have these additional safety fixtures. 
In other wads, all the new safety technologies have 
become s tandar d equipment and not luxury additions. 

In the same vein, all new cars are produced to run on 
lead- free gasoline and with a built in catalytic converters 
to reduce car pollution, again to protect environment and, 
in turn, life. 

Yet cars imported into our country and accepted for 
licensing even at this late hours are stripped of all these 
safety and environment-oriented technologies so that car 
importers could make an extra dinar of profit when they 
sell cars. If we truly value ti nman life and human beings to 
the extent that we profess, why do we accept for our peo- 
ple so much less safety standards than other countries of 
the world? 

When car makers across the face of the earth manufac- 
ture all new cars with all these safety features as standard 
equipment, why do we tolerate the import of new cars 
without such safety measures? And why are we so callous 
when it comes to environmental concerns as to still allow 
import of new cars which operate on leaded fuel at a time 


when these cars are manufactured at the source to run on 
unle aded and environment-friendly fuel? 

Fortunately, we now have a couple of gasoline stations 
in Amman which sell lead-free gas. There was hope that 
additional gasoline outlets would introduce this safer fuel 
as more cars are imported to use it. Unfortunately, all new 
cars imported in the country until now still operate on 
leaded gasoline. I wonder sometimes about all our pious 
t aiy about environment protection and safety on the road. 
Should we not have by now a standing policy to refuse 
import of vehicles which run on leaded fuel or lack basic 
safety features? 

I thought we have effective associations for environ- 
mental protection and road safety. Why are they silent in 
the face of the continued flouting of human life and health 
in the country till now? Are our national associations on 


environment and road safety not aware that negligence 
and indifference in this context could turn into criminal 


negligence if they persist on shutting their eyes in the face 
of acknowledged dangers due to lax national policies on 
car standards. 

Of course there will always be those among us who 
would argue that we cannot afford the new safety mea- 
sures. How absurd can they be. 

To begin with, there should not be a price tag on saving 
life or protecting health. No price is high enough to protect 
human life from the perils of leaded niel or cars stripped 
of new safety equipment Second, the shift to unleaded 
fuel on a gradual basis is not that expensive. Unleaded 
gasoline in countries of the world that use it abundantly is 
less expensive than leaded gasoline. What leaded gasoline 


means in effect is dial lead was ** *** to * 

the feel to make combustion in engines strong Even if 
our national refinery can ill afford a total and fr^foate 
switch to producing unleaded fuel, there is no reason why 
it cannot shift to unleaded feel P^ucDon if not 

for economic factors then for human life reasons. 

As for production costs of cars with a catalytic conven- 
er for unleaded feel, we must remember that d 1 ^ 
are now manufactured with such a converter asstandaid 
equipment and stripping new cars of this foa^ 
car agents some money on car prices th& they rnjjott, 
money that they and they alone would pocket at the 
SroSe^pubhc interest; but this will add nothmg to 
human health and safety. 

It is high time, therefore, that our concerned authorities 
dealing with environment, road safety or import policies 
ca tc h up with times and start applying policy directives 
that are already more than a decade old in other nations of 

the world. ... , .. 

Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabanti s white revolution 
would acquire an added depth and meaning if « starts to 
endorse new guidelines on the quality of life in the coun- 
try, guidelines that have acquired the statute of law m most 

nations. . 

A ministerial committee could be established for this 
purpose to draw up new policy guidelines on vehicle 
imports and customs duties so that Jordan can catch up 
with international trends on matters affecting environment 
and road safety. 
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3 important elections on the eve of the millennium 
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By Gwyne Dyer 


APRIL, MAY, June. India, 
Israel, Russia. Three elec- 
tions that will determine the 
shape of the planet at the 

millennium 

A big claim, but not an 
exaggeration. Only the 
choice China makes after 
Deng Xiaoping's death 
begins to compare in 
importance with these three 
elections, and that is likelier 
to be a prolonged period of 
bargaining than a single 
mm -of- the -card election. 

You'd like a peaceful, sta- 
ble Asia? Overlook the cor- 
ruption and vote for Indian 
Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao on April 27. 
You’d prefer peace to war 
in the Middle East? Ignore 
the explosions all over 
Lebanon and vote for 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on May 29. You 
don’t want the cold war 
back? Hold your nose and 
vote fa Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin on June 16. 

We are bound to reach 
this point sooner or later. 
When huge changes happen 
in the lives of entire peoples 
— like the opening up of 
the Indian economy, or die 
Israeli -Palestinian peace 


process, or the collapse of 
Soviet communism — 
there is always an initial 
period of elation. And it is 
always followed by a back- 
lash, when the cost of 
change becomes apparent 
The hardest election to 
call is in Russia, where 
Boris Yeltsin is seeking a 
second-term in office 
despite the fact that he has 
impoverished millions of 
Russians with his half- 
baked, corruption-riddled 
economic reforms and sad- 
dled the country with a stu- 
pid, unwinnable war in 
Cbechenya. Mr. Yeltsin 
deserves to lose — but his 
main opponent is Gennady 
Zyuganov, a Communist 
who promises to recreate 
the Soviet Union (though 
be doesn’t say how). 

“It wiH be Yeltsin versus 
Zyuganov,” predicts Boris 
Grushin of pollsters Vox 
Populi. “No one else can 
reach the second round.” 
But since the popular vote 
will he split with several 
other candidates in the first 
round, nobody has the 
slightest idea how the sec- 
ond round (probably in 
mid-July) will come out 
It is a contest of “nega- 
tives." Zyuganov’s burden 


is that he is a Communist, 
running for office in a 
country where Commnnists 
murdered between 20 and 
40 million citizens within 
living memory. Mr. 
Yeltsin’s “negatives” are 
that the Russian public sees 
him as a bully and a drunk 
— and blames him, quite 
rightly, for starting the hor- 
rible, pointless war in 
Cbechenya. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s poll figures 
are looking up at the 
moment, but be cannot stop 
the war. Indeed, be can 
count on the Chechen guer- 
rillas to launch some spec- 
tacular operation against 
Russia just in time to influ- 
ence the vote agains t him. 
The Communists could win 
in Russia. 

For Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, on the other 
hand, Israeli bombers and 
gun ships sewing death over 
Lebanon may win back the 
votes that Palestinian sui- 
cide bombers took away 
from him. 

Mr. Peres went into this 
election, the last before a 
permanent peace settlement 
is due to be signed with the 
Palestinians, with a seem- 
ingly unbeatable lead. But 
popular anger against the 


Israeli right after last year’s' 
assassination of Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin was 
' soon oveisbadowed by 
anger at the Palestinian sui- 
cide bombers who killed 
over 60 Israelis last month. 

Me Peres, unable to find any 
targets to retaliate against, was 
soon floundering in die polls. 
Likud leader B inyam in 

Netanyahu, who is committed 
k> ‘freezing" the peace process 
(i.e. abandoning it), began to 
look like a winner But then tbe 
mental giants of Hizbollah. an 

Ir anian -hacked Lebanese mili- 
tia that also wants to destroy 
the peace process, derided that 
if a few suicide bombers had 
helped the cause, then a hail of 
Katyusha rockets would guar- 
antee Netanyahu’s victory. 

Down came the Katyushas 
all over northern Israel, and 
suddenly Me Peres had a 
viable target: their bases- in , 
southern Lebanon. So now. at 
the cost of turning one-tenth of 
Lebanon’s population into 
refugees. Ml Peres has been 
able to show that he is ruth- 
lessly tough in protecting 
Israel's security. Which is how 
you win votes in Israeli elec- 
tions. 

India's election, compared to 
the others, is almost sedate. 
But it is actually the most 


‘important of all, because a 
prosperous, democratic future 
for one billion Indians is as 
crucial to the stability of Asia 
and die world as tbe more fre- 
quently discussed issue of 
China's future. And this is the 
make-or-break election for 
economic reform in India. 

The reforms themselves are 
already well-underway: r they 
were unleashed by Finance 
Minister Manmoban Singh in 
1991 when Me Rao’s govern- 
ment suddenly found itself 
unable to borrow any more 
abroad. And they have created 
a consumer boom in India that 
has finally pulled the country 
out of its traditional “Hindu 
growth rate.” f”Two per cent 
economic growth, two per cent 
population growth. Result: 
perpetual misery”). 

Now’ India's " economic 
growth is starting to resemble 
that of its East and South-East 
Asian neighbours — and a 
great threat has begun to lift 
from the world. A poor; angry 
India, lagging far behind 
everyone else in Asia, would 
still have been big enough to 
be a lethal threat to the peace if 
it went ultrarnationalisL A 
prosperous, happy India is 
good for everybody. 

But it's not happy and pros- 
perous yeL As Eastern Euro- 


peans can attest, the first few 
years after you abandon a cen- 
trally controlled economy can 
be very hard on the poor, and 
so it has been in India. So how 
does Mr. Rao’s Congress Party 
win reelection? 

Salvation has come, 
bizarrely, in the form of a cor- 
ruption scandal so vast that it 
embraces tbe opposition as 
well. Mr. Rao has lost seven 
cabinet ministers who are 
charged with accepting kick- 
backs — but Lai Krishna 
Advani. leader of the right- 
wing. Hindu chauvinist 
Bharatiya Janata Party, and 
several leaders of the National 
Front-Left Front alliance have 
also been indicted. 

The result will be a less 
calamitous defeat for Congress 
than was on the cards even six 
months ago. It will probably 
emerge as still the biggest 
party in the parliament and 
form a coalition with the left- 
wing alliance. The reforms 
will continue (though more 
slowly), and the ultra-national- 
ists will be kept away from 
power. 

A muddled but generally 
positive result in India; a like- 
ly narrow win for Mr. Peres in 
Israel; and a horse race in Rus- 
sia. It could have been a lot 
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India — ‘do not panic yet’ 


LETTERS 


By G wynne Dyer 


WHAT IS extraordinary is bow calm everybody is. India is 
in the midst of an election that could wreck the country's 
economic miracle, threaten its unity and even drag the sub- 
continent back to war after a quarter-century of peace. Yet 
everybody acts as though it was just a normal election. 

Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao warns that if his Con- 
gress Party is -replaced in power by the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), “India could go the way of the former Soviet 
Union and Yugoslavia.” And it could happen, if the nation- 
alists and Hindu chauvinists of the BJP attack the 120-mil- 
lion-strong Muslim minority at home, and perhaps blunder 
into a war with Pakistan in the process. 

Did die Indians panic when Mr. Rao made his warning? 
No, they roundly denounced him for alarmism — and the 
Bombay Stock Exchange, already up 37 per cent this year, 
went right on rising. 

Then Murii Manohar Joshi, general secretary of the BJP, 
denounces the U.S. for "turning a blind eye to the acquisi- 
tion of nuclear arsenals by P akis tan from China” — a bare- 
faced lie intended to cause panic. But did Indians panic? 
No, they turned out to vote peacefelly in vast numbos. 

Terrorist bombs have been wreaking havoc in both India 
and Pakistan lately — the ones in India probably the work 
of Kashmiri separatists, those in Pakistan most likely con- 
nected with the virtually civil war raging in Karachi, Pak- 
istan’s biggest city. But Indian right-wingers blame Pak- 
istan for the bombs, and after tbe most recent blast in Pak- 
istan killed SO villagers in a rural bus, Pakistani Prime Min- 
ister Benazir Bhutto blamed India. 

But Indians did not panic, of course, just patiently waited 
their turn as the election caravan moved around the coun- 
try. Police and paramilitary forces are being shuffled 
around to ensure adequate security at the 800,000 polling 
stations, but it means that only about one-third of the pop- 
ulation gets to vote at a time: April 27, May 2. May 7. and 
then vote-counting begins on the May 8. 

It is a very impressive exercise in democracy, but it is also 
a puzzle. Don’t these people understand that if the BJP 
comes to power, their old India is gone, and their new one 
will be an intolerant nationalist state locked into permanent 
confrontation with Muslim neighbours abroad and Muslim 
citizens at home? 

Many Indians want exactly that, of course, and that is 
why they are voting for tbe BJP or its neo-fascist ally Shiv 
Sena. They are people who like the idea of an India that 
openly wields nuclear weapons, and are drawn to the idea 
of declaring India a Hindu nation, stomping on minority 
rights and ending special treatment for Dalits (who used to 
be called “untouchables"). 

Every country has such people: in the United States they 
are collectively known as “angry white men." But in India 


their party of choice is leading in the opinion polls, and if 
it were to gain power, tbe consequences would be much 
more than just shutting down a few famil y-p lannin g clinics. 

There would certainly be endless confrontations. The 
new pattern of fast economic growth unleashed by Mr. 
Rao’s dismantling of the old centrally controlled Indian 
economy could be crippled or derailed by tire infernal suffer 
that would be certain under a BJP gov ernment. And there 
might be war. 

So why are ordinary Indian voters so plainly not panicked? 
What do they know (or think they know) tbaz we do not? 

They know, for a start that tins election is not about the BJP 
winning. It is about Congress, which has dominated the Indian 
political scene since independence, losing its central position in 
Indian politics. 

Like the Christian Democratic Party in Italy or tbe Liberal 
Democratic Party in Japan. Congress has had almost four decades 
in office with only a brief two-years interruption in its region. 
Well, tbe Christian Democrats are now gone completely, 
destroyed by corruption probes, and the Liberal Democrats are 
faltering badly. Why should Congress be any different? 

What is emerging as Congress* grasp on power erodes not a 
monolithic Hindu fundamentalist party ready to take its place, but 
a whole array of competing political interests. Some fine up along 
the familiar old left-right divide, bleeding votes away from Con- 
gress at both edges. Many others defend tbe interests of a single 
region, caste, or religious group — and they will be the real 
power-brokers in the new parliament. 

The decline of the Congress monolith is basically a very good 
thing for India. It managed, under Me Rao, to destroy the Fabian 
socialist system it had created itself many years before (and 
maybe it was the only force thar could). But that was the last ser- 
vice the Congress Rany could perform for the nation, and lacking 
a c h a ri s mati c leader from the Gandhi- Nehru dynasty, it was bound 
to fell at the next hurdle. 

India’s complex, essentially federal politics (six major religions, 
18 official languages) used to happen undemocraticaDy inside the 
broad front of the Congress Parry. Now this competition is mov- 
ing out into the open, which is bound to upset people unused to 
Indian political leaders actually stating what they want. But this is 
democratisation. like it or OOL 

It is happening now because people have outgrown tbe Con- 
gress Party’s desperate attempts to be all things to all people. Most 
Indian voters welcome this change, and are not frightened by it ac 
alL They are probably right. 

Whatever the balance in the new parliament, there will have to 
be a coalition government. And the BJP is unlikely to 
the coalition even if it wins more votes titan any other party: few 
of its rivals share its fundamentalist outlook on the world. India is 
mature enough to democratise fully without disaster I ihmv if j 
am wrong, of course, then there will be anti-Muslim pogroms 
nuclear weapons tests, confrontation and maybe even war with 
Pakistan. But do not panic yeL 
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To the Editor: 


tying lor u.S., 


ITffiAJttTCLE written by Dr. Majdoubeh “Our hap- 
bazaronKsM tbe need 1 to address it” (Joidan Times, 
March 28, 1996) touched an open wound that has been 
festering inside of me and being exacerbated by the 
many examples around us touching just about every 
aspect of our quasi, pseudo-proud culture 
I apologise to those who will get offended by what 
might be, ostensibly, a harsh critique of tbe way many of 
us go about living, speaking, working, driving and par- 
enting, among many other areas — too many to cover 
— without having the foggiest idea about how badly we 
perform and rate on the score sheet of civilised societies 
when it comes to the things that really matter in life and 
make us, wholly, what we are. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Muslims, Christians to hold forum on Jerusalem 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Middle East Council of Churches 
said Sunday it would organise a Muslim-Christian confer- 
enoe on Jerusalem next month to support the Palestinian 
claim to the Holy City. The secretary general of the 
churches' council. Riad Jarjur. held talks Sunday with 
Arab League chief Esmat Abdul Meguid on preparations 
■for the forum to be held in Beirut. Mr. Jarjur told reporters 
the conference was originally planned for Cairo but was 
switched to Beirut “as a sign of solidarity with the 
Lebanese people after the Cana massacre and Israel's 
aggression against Lebanon." The conference, on the 
theme “Muslims and Christians together for Jerusalem.” 
will aim to “consolidate the Arab position on the Holy City 
which must become the capital of the state of Palestine," 
Mr. Jaijur said. Arab League and Vatican representatives 
will take part, he said. 

U.N. sanctions against Sudan unfair— Russia 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Russia has criticised the U.N. 
Security Council's imposing of diplomatic sanctions against 
Sudan as hasty and says it will keep up ties with the 
country, the official Sudan News Agency (SUNA) reported 
Sunday. The comments of Russian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Viktor Posuvalyuk were made in message sent to 
Mustafa Osman Ismail, a minister of state in the govern- 
ment of President Omar A] Bashir, SUNA said. Russia 
abstained from the 130 vote last month when the council 
urged member states to “significantly reduce the number 
and level” of Sudanese diplomats abroad and to restrict 
those who remain. China also abstained. The sanctions go 
into effect May 10 if Sudan does not turn over three 
Egyptians who are believed to have fled to Sudan after a 
failed plot to kill Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak last 
June in Ethiopia. Sudan claims it cannot find the men. 

PoW talks to go ahead on Kuwait-lraq border 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti and Iraqi officials will 
meet on the border between their two countries on Monday 
to attempt to uncover the fate of some 600 people Kuwait 
says were taken prisoner or are still missing since the Gulf 
war, the official news agency KUNA said. The regular 
monthly meetings, which will continue until September, 
have so far resulted in preliminary findings for 126 missing 
persons of a total of 602 files being discussed, according to 
officials close to the talks. Most of the files submitted 
concern Kuwaiti citizens, although between 30 or 40 files 
belong to third country nationals. Each meeting, which is 
supervised by the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, is held on alternate rides of the border. Monday's 
talks will go ahead on the Kuwaiti ride. 

Egypt releases three Italian fishing boats 

ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — Egypt on Sunday released three 
Italian boats seized last month for fishing illegally in its 
waters, the Italian consulate here said. The Egyptian 
coastguard seized the three boats on April 16 off Salloum in 
northern Egypt, Corrado Gianturco, the Italian consul 
general, told AFP. The 18 crew members were fined 5,000 
pounds (SI .500) for each boat by an Egyptian court before 
they were allowed to leave, Mr. Gianturco said. “The three 
boats left Salloum for Sicily overnight Sunday,” he said. 

Iranian defence minister holds talks in Qatar 

DOHA (ATP) — Iranian Defence Minister Mohammad 
Foruzanideh met here Sunday with the emir of Qatar, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 Thani, as part of a visit to 
highlight the ties between their countries. Mr.Tonizandeh. 
who arrived late Saturday on an official visit, discussed with 
Qatar's Defence Minister Stieikh Hamad Ben Abdullah A1 
Thani, “boosting bilateral cooperation 1 between two 
brother countries and issues of mutual interest," the official 
Qatari agency (QNA) said. In an interview with the daily 
A1 Raya, the Iranian minister stressed the “close ties” 
between the two countries and said “cooperation in the 
field of defence was possible” between Tehran and Doha. 

Iran says Kabul embassy hit by rocket 

LONDON (R) — The Iranian embassy in the battered 
Afghan capital of Kabul was badly damaged by rocket fire 
which slightly injured two staff members, the Iranian news 
‘ agency (IRNA) said Sunday. IRN A, monitored in London, 
said the embassy building was hit on Saturday afternoon 
during heavy exchanges of fire between Afghan govern- 
ment forces and Taliban militia who have been besieging 
Kabul since October. IRNA said one person died and nine 
were injured in- the capital during Saturday's fighting. It 
quoted Iranian Ambassador Gholamreza Haddadi as 
condemning the shelling of residential areas and the 
resulting heavy civilian casualties. 

Spying for U.S., Israel means death in Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — The Iranian parliament on Sunday 
•approved a change to the law laying down the death 
sentence for anyone found guilty of spying especially for 
the United States and Israel. “People handing over 
confidential military, political, scientific or social informa- 
tion to foreigners, and above all the United States and 
Israel as well as the Iranian opposition will be condemned 
to death,” the amendment read. The new article will be 
added to the Islamic republic's penal code which is based 
# on the Islamic law. Sharia, and adopted in November. 
Under the new law. the state will be able to “seize all the 
property of the person sentenced for spying." 


PNA jails Hamas activist 
for stabbing JewisJf settler 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
Palestinian court on Sunday 
sentenced an activist to 12 
years in prison with hard 
labbor for stabbing a Jewish 
settler in the flashpoint West 
Bank city of Hebron, officials 
said. 

“The high state court in 
Jericho found lyad Moham- 
mad Rufai Salah, aged 22 
from Hebron, guilty of vio- 
lence endangering the peace 
process, violating the trust of 
the Palestinian people and 
undermining Palestinian eco- 
nomic, political and national 
security,” Attorney General 
Khaleo A1 Qidreh said. 

“Salah was sentenced to 12 
years with hard labour and 
the nxling was sent to Prest 
dent (Yasser) Arafat for 
approval,” Mr. 'Qidrchf told 
AFP. 

The attorney general said 
Salah was a militant in the 
Islamic resistance movement 
(Hamas), 

He was captured by 
Palestinian v police in Beth- 


lehem a day after he allegedly 
stabbed Jewish settler Nissrm 
Goudai in the back with a 
butcher’s knife in the Hebron 
market Goudai was seriously 
hurt in the attack. 

The stabbing came amid; 
high tensions in Hebron,' 
where Israeli troops are due 
to withdraw under the terms 
of Israeli-Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
peace agreements. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Friday delayed 
the Israeli troop redeploy- 
ment, which is already a 
month overdue, until after 
May 29 Israeli elections. 

Settlers and Israeli reli- 
gious conservatives vehe- 
mently oppose handing over 
Hebron to. the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
arguing that this will leave 
Jews in the city at the mercy 
of Palestinians. 

Immediately after Wednes- 
day’s stabbing, Palestinian 
officials said the attack was a 
provocation designed to 
undermine the peace process. | 


Crucial issues to be resolved in final status talks 


Agcncc France Pressc * 

THE “FINAL status” nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians launched on 
Sunday in Taba, Egypt will 
cover the thorniest issues in 
the whole Arab-IsraeB con- 
flict. 

Under the 1993 declaration 
of principles on autonomy, 
the talks over the next three 
years aim to determine the 
status of Jerusalem and Jew- 
ish settlements, the fate of 
Palestinian refugees, and fin- 
al borders. 

The two rides* positions on 
the main issues are: 

P rie rtMa n state: The Palesti- 
nians want to found an inde- 
pendent state of their own at 
the end of a five-year period 
of autonomy in May 1999. 

They demand sovereignty 
over all the Palestinian terri- 
tories which Israel seized in 
1967: the West Bank, includ- 
ing East Jerusalem, and the 


Gaza Strip, which together 
cover an area of 6,170 square 
kilometres. 

They base their claims on 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338, passed 
in 1967 and 1973 respectively, 
to demand an Israeli with- 
drawal in return for peace. 

The Palestine liberation 
Organisation (FLO) in 1988 
accepted the principle of a 
two-state solution in dm for- 
mer Palestine. It recognised 
the Jewish state five years 
later and then voted to scrap 
articles of its charter calling 
for Israel’s destruction on 
April 24 this year. 

Israel has refused to allow 
the Palestinians the right to 
setf-detenmnation. But on 
April 25, the ruling Labour 
Party lifted its veto against an 
independent Palestinian 
state. Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres favours a Jordanian- 
Palestinian federation. 

Jerusalem: Israel rejects any 


divirion of its “sovereignty” 
over the Holy City, consider- 
ing it as its “eternal and 
iinfiviribie** capital, despite a 
lack of international recogni- 
tion. -Under U.N. resolu- 
tions, East Jerusalem is reo- 
ognised as an occupied terri- 
tory. 

The Pakstirians want the 
eastern sector, home to 
170,00 Arabs, as their own 
capital. Around the same 
number of Jews live in a 
string of settlements built 
since the 1967 war. 

Palestinians account for 
29.1 per cent of Jerusalem’s 
total population of 580,000 
people. 

Refugees: The PLO wants a 
“just solution" for the return 
of refugees who left their 
lands inside present-day 
Israel during the first Arab- 
Israeli war of 1948, as well as 
their descendants. 

They numbered 700,000 
when the state of Israel was 


founded, now they would 
amount to almost three mil- 
Boo people, with the descen- 
dants. 

U.N. General Assembly 
Resolution 194, dating back 
to 1948, recognises their right 
to return or at least com- 
pensation. 

Israel rules out any such 
return of the 1948 refugees, 
most of whom five in extie in 
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria. 
It has never accepted respon- 
sibility for their fate. 

- On the subject of com- 
pensation, Israeli officials 
have said any such negotia- 
tion should also cover the 
confiscated properties of 
Jews who fled Arab countries 
to settle in Israel. 

The Jewish state has, 
however, agreed to discuss 
the Palestinians who fled 
from the West Bank in 1967 
ami their descendants. On 
March 7. 1985, a joint com- 
mission was set up for the 
1967 refugees by Israel, the 


Palestinians, Jordan and 
Egypt. It has yet to make any 
concrete progress. 

Settlements: Since 1967, 
some 145,000 Jews have set- 
tled in almost 150 communi- 
ties across the West Bank and 
Gaza, not including the 
170,000 in East Jerusalem. 

The PLO wants the settle- 
ments to be dismantled. But 
some Palestinian officials' 
have said Jews who want to. 
stay on would have to live' 
under Palestinian rule. 

Mr. Peres has said be aims 
to keep most of the settle- 
ments in place, under Israeli 
sovereignty. 

Borders: The Palestinians 
want Israel to evacuate the 
territories up to the “green 
line,*’ the armistice line 
drawn up in 1949 between the 
territories under Israel and 
Arab control after the pre- 
vious year’s war. 

Mr. Peres has said be 


wants to annex a part of the 
West Bank, notably around 
Jerusalem, along die green 
line, in the Jordan Valley, 
and northwest of the Dead 
Sea. 

Security arrangements: Israel 
insists on keeping control of 
the Jordan Valley which it 
considers as its eastern 
“security border” and keep- 
ing the Palestinian entity dis-' 
aimed. The Palestinians want 
back the whole of the terri- 
tories occupied in 1967. 

Water: Israel wants to keep 
maximum control over water 
resources in the territories, 
having seized them in 1968 as 
“state property." 

The Palestinians, who waiit 
control of the same re- 
sources, use 250 million cubic 
metres of water a year, com- 
pared to two bi HR m cubic 

metres for Israel which has a 
population twice as large. 
/ 


Israel admits ‘errors, denies 
deliberate attack on Cana base 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel’s top army commander 
admitted on Sunday that 
Israeli artillery gunners who 
shelled a U-N. camp in Leba- 
non last month committed 
“some errors,” but he re- 
jected a U.N. report that 
they deliberately targetted 
the compound, killing 102 
refugees. 

General Amnon Sbahak, 
the army chief of staff, told 
the weekly cabinet meeting 
that the conclusions of a 
U.N. report into the incident 
which accused Israeli forces 
of deliberately shooting into 
the camp were “mistaken,” 
according to an account of 
the meeting published by the 
state news agency Itirn. 

Several Israeli artillery 
shells slammed into the camp 
at Cana on April 18, in the 
midst of Israel’s war against 
Hizbollab guerrillas in Leba- 
non. 

Gen. Shahak reiterated the 
army version of the incident, 
saying that Israeli artillery 
were returning fire against 
Hizbollah guerrillas who 
were attacking Israeli posi- 
tions ■ from near the camp 
when “errant” shells landed 
on the 1 compound.' 

“The artillery opened fire 
to cover Israeli soldiers 
'whose lives were in danger 
from Hizbollah mortar and 
rocket fire from near the 
U.N. camp,” he said. 

But he acknowledged that 
“our soldiers committed 
some errors, notably by bas- 
ing their (targetting) calcula- 
tions on the centre of tire 
U.N. camp.” 

“Other errors were com- 
mitted in the initial reports 
made to the United Nations 
after the tragic incident. 


which created an impression 
that we were trying to hide 
something," Itim quoted him 
as saying, without elaborat- 
ing. 

U.N. sources last week 
said that a preliminary report 
by Gen. Frank Van Kappen, 
who was sent to investigate 
the Cana shelling, concluded 
that tiie Israeli artillery bat- 
tery knew it was targetting 
the U.N. compound. 

Gen. Van Kappen's re- 
port, which, according to 
U.N. officials, has not yet 
been finalised pending “clar- 
ifications” expected from the 
Israeli army, also reveals that 
Hizbollah guerrillas and their 
families were sheltering in 
the camp. 

On Saturday government 
spokesman Uri Droirri re- 
jected the U.N. charges. 

“The report says that wc 
deliberately struck Lebanese 
civilians but doesn’t give any 
proof,” be said. 

“As far as we are con- 
cerned our inquiries found 
that we did not know of the 
presence of tiie dvOiaiis in 
this area, so dose to Hizbol- 
lah firing.” 

The she Bing of the camp 
where 800 civilians were 
sheltering from the Israeli 
onslaught led to international 
outrage and spurred diploma- 
tic efforts which finally re- 
sulted in a ceasefire. 

The bead of Hizbollah has 
vowed to avenge the Cana 
shelling, a British newspaper 
reported. 

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah 
told the “Independent on 
Sunday,” that his men would 
abide by truce terms banning* 
attacks on civilians which en- 
ded the Israeli bombardment 
of Lebanon. 


But the eight-day-old ceas- 
efire did not outlaw a tt a c ks 
on Israeli forces in their 
occupation zone in South 
Lebanon, Sheikh Nasrallah 
said. * 

“We are going to take re- 
venge on the Israeli armed 
forces they were responsible 
for killin g our. people in Cana 
and they occupy our land,” 
be told the Independent dur- 
ing an interview at Hizbollah 
headquarters in southern 
Beirut. 

Sheikh Nasrallah said Hiz- 
bollah had defeated Israel in 
the fighting since it lost only 
14 fighters and the Jewish 
state had failed in its objec- 
tive of quashing the guerrilla 
movement. 

“Had it not been for the 
massacre of woman and chil- 
dren, we would have had the 
right to rejoice over our vic- 
tory. But because of them, 
we have to say this is a sad 
victory.” 

Sheikh Nasrallah said be 
did not expect the ceasefire’s 
safeguarding of civilians to 
last 

“I -fed that- the. military 
. people in Israel are. not satis- 
fied with this, understanding 
and will hot respect it As for 
os, we are going to comply 
because it protects our civi- 
lians” 

In a jibe at Washington’s 
warm support for Israel, the 
Hizbollah leader claimed 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
personally decided Israel 
should launch the assault 
against South Lebanon. 

He contented that the deci- 
sion was made at the anti- 
terrorism summit at Sharm 
A1 Sheikh in Egypt on March 
13. 


Activists 

‘protect’ 

By Lima NabH 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A group of 
prominent Jordanian and 
Palestinian lawyers, politi- 
cians and trade union mem- 
bers have announced the 
creation of an ad hoc commit- 
tee for the Congress of Re- 
turn and Self-Determination 
for the Palestinian people ex- 
pected to be held in early 
1997. 

Member of the preparatory 
committee Labib Kamhawi, 
who made the announcement 
at a press conference, said 
participants in the congress, 
whose venue is still undeiter- 
mined, will be Palestinians 
from inside Palestine and the 
diaspora and supporters from 
Arab -and foreign countries 
which back the Palestinian 
people's quest to return to 
Palestine and establish their 
independent state in their 
own homeland. 

Dr. Kamhawi said: “The 
preparatory, committee in- 
tends to hold a meeting in the ■ 
coming week in. Washington 
to prepare for the congress 
and will immediately start 
collecting the signatures of 
thousands of Palestinians and 
of thousands of other Arabs 
in affirmation of the bonds 
between the Palestinian peo- 
ple and their Arab brethren 
and of the basic national 
rights which should never be 
compromised.” 

The' preparatory commit- 
tee, which includes such 
prominent personalities like 
George Abed, Clovis Mak- 
soud and Mohammad Shar- 
abi, does not serve as a sub- 


plan congress to 
Palestinian rights 


stitute for the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO). “It is as an organisa- 
tion determined to defend 
the rights of Palestinian peo- 
ple in the diaspora, who con- 
stitute 50 per cent of the total 
number of Palestinian peo- 
ple. to return to their home- 
land and to keep the Pales- 
tine question alive regardless '• 
of the treaties which have 
been concluded and which 
disregard the inalienable - 
Palestinian rights," said Dr. 
Kamhawi. 

“The Palestinians in the 
diaspora stress that no one 
including the PLO has the 
right to cede or tamper with 
the Palestinian people’s 
legitimate rights,” he added. 

The 1997 congress, is ex- 
pected to be held in an Arab 
country, will come up with an 
organisational framework 
that intends to protect the 
Palestinian people's rights 
and “is a serious effort to put 
an end to attempts to aban- 
don the Palestinian people's 
rights, according to the com- 
mittee. 

■■'Vt.f • . ■ ■ • •• ■ 

Dr. Kamhawi said the idea 
of the congress was born 
among the Palestinians living 
in the United States who 
“have noticed that the peace 
process in the Middle East 
has ignored their rights.” 

In a statement the prepara- 
tory committee said: “There 
can no longer be any doubt 
that a settlement based on 
the agreements that have 
been and are still being con- 
cluded between Israel and 
the Palestinian leadership can 
only lead to the following 
results: 

— Official Palestinian rec- 


ognition of Israeli sovereign- 
ty over all Palestinian terri- 
tory and the deletion of the 
Palestinian question from the 
international agenda. 

— Suppression of the basic 
national rights of the Palesti- 
nian people, most notably the 
right of self-determination 
and right to return. 

— Total Israeli control 
over Jerusalem and settle- 
ments. 

— Reduction of the 
Palestinian people to the sta- 
tus of residents in their own 
land and their isolation from 
Palestinians in the diaspora. 

— An official Palestinian 
cover for Israeli penetration 
of the Arab World. 

“The Palestinian people 
will neither consent to nor 
participate in. this kind of 
settlement,” stressed the 
statement. “Our pressing 
national obligation is not to 
acquiesce in such a fait 
accompli as though it were an 
irreversible act of fate.” 

“Our national duty is to 
challenge the current state of 
affairs and to change it re- 
gardless of the obstacles and 
notwithstanding our modest 
and symbolic first steps,” the 
statement said. 

“Let us convene a general 
Palestinian congress to be 
called the Congress of Return 
and Self-Determination in 
which Palestinians from in- 
side and outside Palestine 
may participate, putting aside 
partisan, ideological and indi- 
vidual differences in order to 
forge a unifying Palestinian 
movement capable of stand- 
ing in the face of continued 
Zionist aggression and of re- 
gaining full Palestinian 
rights," the statement said. 


Government reiterates intention 


(Continued from page 12) 

and foreign satellite stations 
programmes, he said. 

The government has real- 
ised that its information 
agencies have become unable 
to cater to the needs of the 
modern age under the pre- 
sent system and it is now 
trying to reduce its role in 
them and giving their man- 
agement to boards which 
group private and the public 
sectors hoping that their per- 
formance will improve, he 
added. But he stressed that 
this does not mean privatising 
the radio and television in 
one go but a step on the road 
since full privatisation at this 
stage is not possible. 

In a paper on press man- 
agement, Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the 
Jordan Press Foundation 
Mahmoud A1 Kayed dealt 
with such issues as press 
property, status of press man- 
agement in Jordan, rela- 
tionship between press man- 
agements and the govern- 
ment and the difference be- 
tween a press management 
and the management of any k 
other institutions. Mr. Kayed 
said press management is a 
thorny and difficult subject in 
the sense that management of 
any factory or institution fol- 
lows certain rules and regula- 
tions governing its .work, 
while the press management 
does not follow such rules 
and regulations in view of the 
role it plays as an indepen- 
dent people's body carrying 
its mission freely in serving 
the society and reflecting the 
public opinion, and shaping it 
in light of the society’s main 
constituents. 

Mr. Kayed noted that the 
first line of authority in the 
press should be aware of the 


social, economic and political 
situation in the country and 
should be knowledgeable of 
the general situations, includ- 
ing attitudes, party affilia- 
tions and the various associa- 
tions and organisations. 

This knowledge is needed 
to facilitate the mission of the 
press in addressing the needs 
and demands of people from 
the various walks of life, Mr. 
Kayed said. 

A successful newspaper^ is 
the one that produces a news- 
pa pef where readers can 
satisfy their needs, away from 
factionalism, narrow minded- 
ness and ethnicity, he said. 

“My vast experience as the 
first line manager in A1 Rai 
newspaper has taught me that 
responsibility is a message 
and a goal and that a true 
manager should try his best 
to win his colleagues' confi- 
dence and should involve 
them in the decisionmaking 
process and encourage them 
to take part in any initiatives' 
and should strive to develop a 
sense of ownership in each 
one of them, Mr. Kayed said. 
He stressed the importance 
of publishing a unique and 
committed newspaper by car- 
rying objective and daring 
articles, and comments and 
selecting writings and articles 
that meet the taste of read- 
ress, and by standing by the 
right and justice. 

On relations between the 
newspaper and the govern- 
ment, Mr. A1 Kayed said: 
“The relation differs from 
time to time. However, an 
independent newspaper does 
not accept to take sides with 
any government or prime 
.minister or minister. A news- 
paper management may dif- 
fer with a government or 
.minister or a group of minis- 
ters or senior officials, but 


the difference should not 
undermine the country’s 
national web, nor its national 
role." 

Mr. Kayed described rela- 
tions with governments' as 
the ebb and tide, and attri- 
buted the reason to differing 
views. However, he said, a 
successful newspaper main- 
tains good relations with the 
government if it wants to 
have a unique presence. 

On the status of press and 
media in Jordan, Dr. Jawad 
Anani, a former minister of 
information, said: “Despire 
the openness to the world 
and the ceiling of freedom. 
Jordanian media has not 
reached the aspired standards 
if compared with Arab or 
Israeli media.” 

Official .media, particularly 
television, have become no 
longer attractive to the pub- 
lic, and people have started 
looking for other alternative 
media. Dr. Anani said. He 
noted that the improvement 
in news and information 
coverage had not been 
matched with an improve- 
ment in the recreational and 
innovative aspects of the in- 
formation field. Therefore. 
Dr. Anani added: “Our 
media in general and the 
official media in particular 
have lost its competitive fea- 
tures.” 

Political analyses. Dr. 
Anani said, form an insepar- 
able pan of information, not- 
ing that the hundreds of 
weekly analyses done by spe- 
cialised writers were not hav- 
ing and effect on people. “It 
is useful to undertake field 
studies in a bid to identify the 
right formulas for commen- 
taries, Dr. Anani said. He 
noted that the large number 
of qualified and competent 
columnists do not shape pub- 
lic opinion or even direct it. 


‘EU better placed to achieve balanced peace’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

been impossible.” 

Referring to the U.S. re- 
fusal to back a=U.N. Security 
Council resolution conde- 
mning Israel for its attacks on 
Lebanon, Ms. Agnelli said 
that “Israelis and Americans 
are very close, but Europe 
can help achieve a more ba- 
lanced attitude of the world 
• toward the region." 

Describing the April 27 
ceasefire in Lebanon as “the 
American peace,” the Italian 
minister said it was “a good 
one, provided they (the 
Americans) manage to make ' 
it a durable peace." 

“Until now, it is a truce,” 
she said, “and we think there 
should be a real peace." 

In Cairo earlier in the day, 
Ms. Agnelli said after talks' 
with Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak that she shared 
President Mubarak's “feeling 
of injustice” due to the fact 
that “on the part of the U.S., 
there has been too much 
bending towards Israel and | 
not enough towards Leba- j 
non.” 

Ms. Agneli, whose country ! 
currently holds the six-month | 

EU presidency, is heading 
the troika, which includes Ir- 
ish Foreign Minister Gay 
Mitchell, representing the fu- 
ture Irish presidency, Spanish 
Secretary of State Emilio 
Fernandez Castano, repre- 
senting the immediately past 
Spanish presidency, and 
Director General of the 
European Commission Juan 
Pratt. 

The troika launched its 
current Middle East tour 
aimed at supporting the re- 
vitalisation of. peace process 
on Saturday, one week after 
the ceasefire in Lebanon. 


Reports from Cairo said 
that during his talks with the 
EU envoys, Mr. Mubarak 
denounced the military coop- 
eration agreements signed 
last week between Israel and 
the U.S. 

Mr. .Mubarak told the 
troika that “the huge military 
support given to Israel cre- 
ated a dangerous and unba- 
lanced situation and stabbed 
the credibility of the atmos- 
phere of peace.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minsiter 
Amr Musa, who also met 
with the EU team, accused 
the EU for not having played 
a large enough role in di- 


plomatic efforts to push the 
peace process and “create the 
right conditions for a durable 
peace" and stressed on the 
importance of the EU’s role 
in the reconstruction of Leba- 
non. 

Ms. Agnelli is visiting 
Beirut today before she re- 
turns to Italy to report to 
European foreign ministers 
on the sidelines of a Med- 
tirranean forum meeting 
which will be held next 
Thursday and will * discuss 
Euro-Mediterranean issues 
along with ways of boosting 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 


The School Managing Committee, 
staff, parents and children of the 
International Community School 
would like to extend their 
sincerest condolences to 

Mrs. Wendy Bataineh, 

Headteacher of the school, 
upon the sad loss of her father, 

Mr. Harold Barker, 

who died in the United Kingdom, 
yesterday, Sunday, 5th May, 1996. 

All our thoughts are with 
Wendy and her family. 
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Offset projects seen vital for Saudi economy I H °P e for rebirth of U,N 

ST *9 •'I i^uAMMCQRiipr.nM — The tions it you dorrt understan UNCTAD's future 

structure. 


ABII DHABI (AFP) — Offset 
programmes introduced by 
Saudi Arabia a decade ago 
have become vital for its at- 
tempts to diversify the econ- 
omy and lessen reliance on 
volatile oil earnings, an' off- 
set adviser said Sunday. 

Mark Sandusky, chief 
adviser to the Saudi economic 
offset 

programme (EOP). said 
the Gulf kingdom had 
introduced the scheme with 
the aim of attracting direct 
foreign investment and 
acquiring technology. 

"Offset programmes are 
crucial for economies such as 
Saudi Arabia's that must 
strive for economic diversifi- 
cation and nor just growth," 
he said in a study presented to 
a regional offset conference 
in Abu Dhabi. 

“This is a key objective 
of ihe Saudi offset 
programme. Perhaps most 
important is the increased 


.development of the Saudi 
private sector.he pointed 
out. 

“Saudi Arabia was the first 
Arab Gulf state to introduce 
offset programmes, which re- 
quire foreign arms suppliers 
to reinvest pan of the deal's 
value in local productive pro- 
jects that are jointly owned 
with Saudis. 

Officials in Saudi Arabia, 
the world's top oil Supplier, 
and its Gulf neighbours hope 
such ventures will help them 
acquire the technology neces- 
sary to iheir efforts to diver- 
sify sources of income. 

The Saudi offset 
programme, the biggest in 
the Middle East, currently' 
includes contractors from 
France. Britain and the United 
States. 

The three Western 
countries, the main weapons 
exporters to the region, have 
com mitted themselves to 
offset ventures in the 


kingdom under major arms 
contracts involving frigates 
and Fighter jets. 

According to Mr. 
Sandusky, director of Carlyle 
Group, the official adviser to 
EOP. Britain's offset 
committment to Saudi Arabia' 
is estimated at around S1.5 
billion under their A! 
Yamama aircraft deal. 
Another $250 million was 
committed by the U.S. • 
Hughes Aircraft Company un- 
der their 1994 deal involving 
the supply of aircraft sys- 
tems. 

Mr. Sandusky gave no 
figures on the offset 
commitment by the French- 
Thomson-CSF. the 
government-owned French 
defence contractor. But he 
added their deal A1 Sawari, 
which covers the supply of 
frigates and associated 
equipment and facilities for 
the Saudi navy, was governed 
by offset terms. 


He said other offset 
ventures would be 
implemented by the U.S. 
telcommunication giant AT 
and T and other Western 
Firms. 


So far.' EOP has approved' 
ventures in electronics, air- 
craft repair and overhaul, tur- 
bine engine overhaul and re- 
pair, computer services, 
pharmaceuticals and food 
processing, he said. 

He said several offset 
projects had been completed 
while other ventures were in 
the "pre-implementation 
stage." Mr. Sandusky put the 
total value of the 
implemented offset ventures 
at around 5350 million. 

"Saudi Arabia has gained 
numerous benefits from the 
offset programme, including 
the transfer of technological' 
know-how'.through research, 
development, manufacturing 
and production process, the 


manufacture of products 
which substitute for imports 
and the creation of industries 
thpt enhance and support 
Saudi Arabian economic in- 
frastructure," he said. 

"However, there is an in- 
creased need for more quality, 
high-value employment op- 
portunities than the still pre- 
dominantly oil-based econ- 
omy can provide. The chal- 
lenge to generate such high- 
value jobs faces Saudi Arabia 
and other states of the 
Arabian Gulf." 

He said the private sector, 
the focus of the Saudi govern- 
ment's reforms, should play a 
key role in offset pro- 
grammes to diversify indus- 
tries. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
U.N.'s trade and development 
conference is set for rebirth 
under South Africa's 
leadership, with consensus 
starting to replace the. body's 
old confrontational' style, 
delegates have said . 


tions if you don't understand 
what your interests are," Mr. 
Carim said- 


' There were fears in the 
run-up to the meeting that it 
would deteriorate into the old. 
UNCTAD of confrontation 
and that the United States and 
the European Union (ELT) were 
out to emasculate the 
organisation," said Xavier 
■Carim, a member of the South 
African delegation to the 
ninth UNCTAD conference. 


Developing countries 
want UNCTAD's help to 
ensure this does not happen 
again. 

"What the developed 
countries seem to want is for 
UNCTAD to give these coun- 
tries technical help to fulfil, 
their current trade 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, 
MAY 6, 19* 


By Thomas S. Person. Aatnkh 
oer ( Carroll Fighter Founda- 
tion 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 




many is that they have 
committed to agreements,- 
without the capacity to fulfil 
them." 


"With the need to achieve 
the strategic objectives of the 
kingdom, offset can be a crit- 
ically .significant means to 
meet these goals,” he con- 
cluded. 


“But it's on track," he 
said. 

The U.S. feels that South 
Africa has the muscle to urge 
developing countries to con- 
front their own shortcomings 
and abandon their previous 
"victim mentality". 


Mr. Carim said UNCTAD's 
role was evident in WTO talks 
on a telecommunications 
agreement in Geneva. 


Countries in eastern Europe post 
various degrees of development 


"The South African presi- 
dency is just what UNCTAD 
needed right now because* it 
has credibility on both sides 
of what has been a 
development divide,” said a 
delegate from an EU country. 


SOFIA (R) — Six yean after 
the fan of the Berlin wall, 
countries that were once un- 
ited by the thread of centrally 
planned econom ic s are now 
naving to face op to the fact 
that some are more equal 
than others.* 


Hungary, the Czech Re- 
public and Poland have suc- 


ceeded in privatising huge 
sections of their economics 
and are well on the way to 
recovering the production 
which was lost as drey swal- 
lowed the bitter medicine of 
market reforms. 

Laggards like Romania 
and Bulgaria on the other 
hand are stuck in the slow 
lane and the state still con- 
trols vast tracts of the eco- 


looked at the Czechs and 
Bulgarians youwould not have 
seen much di ffere n ce be- 
tween their econo mie s Now 
the Czech (Republic) is mot e 
similar to w es t e rn Europe 
and the gulf has widened,” 
Czech Finance Minister Ivan 
Kocarmk told Renters. 

At the fifth annual 
of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Develop-. 


cent growth a year. 


The Bulgarian capital 
shows die brutal scan or Sta- 


ment (EBRD) in die Bulga- 
rian capita] of Sofia, the sta- 


fen years ago. 


run capital of bona, the sta- 
tistics show exactly how wide 
that gap is. 

The Czech economy is 
around 90 per cent in the size 
it was in 1991 and the coun- 
try's gross domestic product 
is gr ow in g at 5 .5 to riz per 
cent a year, while Bulgaria 
lags on 78 per cent and is 
struggling to t hree per 


-lmisx ardritectnre and its tde- 

frastmctBrc are showing their 
age. 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund and the World 
Bank are carping over the 
pace of reform as a price of 

their support m a programme 
which could be worth up to 
5800 million to the country. 

As analyst Stuart Paririn- 
ston of Deutsche Morgan 
GrenfeD wryly commented in 
a report on the co un try, “the 
only real development in Bul- 
garia in the last three months 
has been the passage of 

time -** 

On privatisation, the pro- 
cess of tra n sformation has 


GCC power grid to save $752 m 


\BIJ DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf Males will save around 
5752 million when they link 
Iheir electricity networks in a 
■single grid as part of 
economic integration, a Gulf 
official said in press remarks 
Sunday. 

Kbaled Al Khan.- 
undersecretary of the Bahraini 
ministry of electricity and 
water, said the grid linking 
the six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) stales would 
cost aruund $1.9 billion . 

"This project will reduce 


the costs of power generation 
in the * GCC by 52.672 
billion. After deducting the 
cost of the project, this' 
means there will be a net 
saving of S752 million ", he 
told the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) weekly. Al Eqtesadi. 

He did not give details of 
the project but said the 
Kuwaiti-based Gulf 
Investment Corporation- 
(GIC) would present 
proposals on financing. 

GIC. owned by the six 
GCC governments, had found 


the project feasible following 
a study of more than a year. 

It has two phases - the 
first covers Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain. Kuwait and Qatar 
while the' second will link 
Oman and the UAE. 

The joint grid has been on 
the cards for several years but 
was delayed for technical and 
political reasons, according 
to official sources. 

The grid will eventually be 
connected to a greater power 
network linking most of the 
Arab League's 22 members. 


THE Daily Crossword by Melvin Kenworthy 


ACROSS 
1 Fluenl 

5 Hacienda room 
9 Gentle as — 

14 “I could — 
horse" 

15 Selves 

16 Ave — 

17 Sis 

IB Pungent fruit 
30 Unusual 

21 Participial suftix 

22 Sonnet part 

23 General at 
Gettysburg 

25 Malayan dagger 

26 Knee bone 

29 West 

30 Together 

31 Tear 

32 Italian island 
36 Game animal 

40 Seines 

41 Numero — 

42 Bizarre 

43 Secret agent 

44 Jazz performers 
of the '40s 

46 Scat. 1 

50 Sorceress 

51 Of a terminal: 
var. 

52 Enzyme: suff. 

53 Adopt 

57 Small oysters 

59 WHdgoal 

60 Have an — the 
ground 

61 Bonds 

62 Greek flask 

63 Phoenician city 
of oW 

64 Poet Teasdate 

65 Earns 
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DOWN 

1 Equipment 

2 Etna output 

3 Roman highway 

4 Cellars 

5 Kind of story 

6 Meeting 
program 

7 Resort hotel 

8 Ophidian 

9 Electric unit 
10 SNp 


1 1 Mountain ridge 

12 Sinks in mud 

13 Sew loosely 
19 Flee 

24 Robert— 

26 Chess piece 

27 Wimbledon 
winner, once 

28 Go — (begin at 
once) 

29 Wire measure 

31 — Grande 

32 Learning 

33 “I — song..." 

34 Ernie’s pal 

35 Greek war god 

37 Tree with light 
wood 

38 Some 

39 Jerk 

43 Attachable, in a 
way 

44 The Scarlett 
Letter' heroine 

45 ^d Turkish dry 

46 “ — in Toyiand" 

47 Chou- — 
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46 Calabash 

49 “—Billy Joe" 

50 Craze 
54 Proficient 


55 Retained- 

56 Former 
spouses 

58 aboyf 


hardly started wife jest 1.75 
milKrm Bul garians — less 
than 30 per c en t of the eligi- 
ble population — having 
bought into the country’s 
voucher progr amm e so tm r. 


Only 534 state companies 
nt of thousands have been 


Desperately needed fore- 
ign invest ment has failed to 
arrive In co un t ri e s such as 
Bulgaria, Romania, Slovakia 
and Russia as well as the re- 
publics of central Asia, often 
doe to confusion over local, 
rules but also be c au s e the 
political will for refo r m is 
often lacking. 

The political ch au v in i sm of 
Slovak ran* Minister Vladi- 
mir Medar was died by U.S. 
rating agency Standard Poors 
as a prime reason for the lack 
of foreign investment 

In Russia, the prospect of a 
communist president allied to 
a communist parliament has 
alarmed foreign investors and 


fee co un t r y garnered just 
$2.0 bQHon of foreign meet 
in v es t men t in 1995 out of a 
total of tHJS billion for the 
region, to World 

R«ntr figures. 

“It is fbofilh to think of 
Ron's communists as the 
cuddly re form i ng type you 
have in Poland and Hun- 
gary,” said one hanknr at the 

iWH rtinj 

.“Those rays have die will 
to r et ur n the country to Sta- 
fimsm,” be said. 

For the (teds, and others 
who have* completely' 
embraced reform, the ques- 
tion is not “if bat “when” 
their population wiD reap the 

gptna 

“I tte d iff e re n ce in 

per capita gross domestic 
product b et w een the 
and western Europe will suc- 
cessively dfamnaL At the 
moment our figure is 54 per \ 
cent that of Austria, in five j 
years it win be 70-75 per ■ 
cent,” Mr. Kocarmk sakL I 


There has been much 
support among delegates for 
proposed UNCTAD help for 
less developed countries to 
prepare for World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) talks. 

Until now. developed 
countries have wanted trade 
talks restricted to the WTO 
forum, but they now say most 
developing countries need 
preparation for the 
negotiations. 

"One of the problems 
with the Uruguay Round (of 
tariffs and trade talks) was 
that many countries didn't 
know what they were 
signing. Some feel they got 
their fingers bumL You can’t 
engage in proper negotia- 


TWAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by HanriAniaM and Mta Arabian 


Unscramble these four JumUtes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


LaTa pal man zip Uo B 


THE BETTER HALF. 


TARFD 


By Glasbergen 





RETEX 


RUFUTE 


“SHOOTING A 
020 WP SCENE FOR 
A MCV1E REQUIRES 
THIS. 


AMPODE 


Today I volunteered to teach a 
stress management class. We’re 
going to discuss new ways to 
stress management!” 


Answer: 


Now arrange the tinted letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
~V» / v V v v M/ M 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: QUILT VAPOR BEDBUG FALLOW 
Answer: Where caviar can be found — 

IN A ROE BOAT 
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Andy Can* 
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CEnfWHVISlTTMATj WELL. I NEVER OH.SUft^ JEFF' YOU Y ure, . - 1 
A MANOSO« WXJNG I TODASOULTVC CAN C 0 NTOE IN ME/ J 
FELLOW LIKE YOU tS / REAL REASON. IM YOUR BEST«U.'/oJjl w 

I PROMISE NOT TO ImaRRiH) 


I haven't 
GOT A 





may have to change your, 
plans. Do not act impuMvely- 
on any decisions whidi are 
business retateri without care- 
ful consideration. 


"Developing countries 
have not signed it because 
they don't know what the is- 
sues are, the talks are stalled. 
UNCTAD can help push the 
WTO agenda forward, "he 
added. 


Mr. Carim said it was fair 
to say UNCTAD "turned the 
comer" at the conference, but 
industrialised countries were 
suspending judgement until 
they see what happens over 
the next four years. 

He said South African 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Alec Erwin, whose assumed 
his portfolio only three 
weeks ago. was making 
UNCTAD a priority. 

Mr. Erwin's blunt style 
has gone down well at the 
conference, winning over the 
more sceptical developed 
countries and with widespread 
private canvassing of 
delegates, has also given 
confidence to developing 
countries. 

The second week of the 
conference will see groups 
planning strategies over trade 
and development, enterprise 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) Handle your career acti- 
vities quickly and get much 

completed in the morning to- 
day, blit later this evening be 
careful in handling any public 
or civic affairs which cone 
up, otherwise there could be 
difficulties in the coming 
days. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Try to keep out of a 
dis agreement today between 
the top person and a fellow 

and cvctyt famg w ill 
be well. Later tbs evening, 
avoid one who amid cause 
difficulties in your fife an d 
then you can be successful. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Your career 
activities may seem dull at 
fins time, but cany through 
with them and later this even- 
ing you can look into some 
new interesting projects 
which attract your attention 
and when completed will 

malm you SUCCCSSflll. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
You may find it difficult to 
get your talents working 
prop erty in file morning to- 
day, and later this evening 
you may try to make some 
wron g r-hangea, boWCVCr do 
not makg any brash decision 
which could be disastrous. 
.VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) The condi- 
tions at home today may not 
be ideal, so figure out how 
best to improve them. Bang 
of concern is not the answer, 
be logical in your method of 
operation and you see that 
eve r yth in g will be prosper- 
ous. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You need not 
answer communications of 
any kind in the morning to- 
day since you may be under 
pressure and need to think 
carefully. La t er this evening 
you can be with good friends 
and loved ones for some good 
times. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Yon have 
many ideas about money in 
file morning today, however 
sift them well so th at you use 
only the best. You should 
confer with experts later this 
evening and ask for any sug- 
gestion which are appropri- 
ate. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) In the 
morning today you may feel 
indifferent, however you sud- 
denly become so energetic 
that you can act too hastily 
for your own good. Later this 

evening is good for spending 
some good times with your 
loved ones. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) You may find 
it hard to reach your goals 
. today , however, if you try to 
force the issue, you could 
make some big mistakes. La- 
ter tonight you can meet a 
ragwig who has some good 
ideas for your success. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) you may feel 
fonely today, however, it is 
better to have only good 
men ds or loved ones around, • 
so wait for them since they 
may be busy at this time. A 

new project is under consid- 

««*°n which will be benefi- 
cial to your success. 

March 20) You may get a 
Jfow start m the iStg 

today, however, ride h oul 
K eep promises you have 
m®de to others and try to 
temper or you 
be m difficult situa- 

2°? s ’ wWch are not benefi- 
cial. 
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Moody’s upbeat about Israeli h anking system 
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LONDON (R) — Israel’s 
banking system, bolstered by' 
economic growth and subdued 
inflation, has received a 
cautious thumbs-up from 
rating agency Moody's 
Investors Service. 

Moody's said its long-term 
outlook for Israel's banking 
system was positive. But this 
view was "constrained by a 
need for caution in the face of 
possible economic 
overheating and the 
continuing competitive pres- 
sures among the banks". 

In a report, Moody's said: 
The transition of the Israeli 


economy away from central 
planning and economic 
paternalism and towards a 
more market-oriented policy 
environment should ul- 
timately benefit Israel's 
banking system." 

It said banks were no 
longer required to make loans 
to particular industries, nor 
were they expected to support 
economically unviable 
borrowers, such as the agri- 
cultural cooperatives and 
municipal authorities. 

Israel's banking system 
will continue to be dominated 
by five major banking* 


groups, Moody's said, but 
they will have a harder time 
increasing their market share. 

"Current moves to force 
banks to divest some of their 
subsidiaries will curtail the 
larger banks' ability to 
increase market share further. 
In some cases, the need to 
'divest may affect earnings," 
Moody's said. 

The report said the 
government's plans to sell 
strategic stakes in the banks 
it owns will be less than 
might normally be expected 
from a privatisation 


programme since the 
government has already been 
exercising its control at arm's 
length. 

It also said the willingness 
of the Israeli authorities to 
support- banks facing 
difficulties was unlikely to be 
diminished as a result of the 
reduction in government 
ownership. 

But the report said: 
"Strong economic growth and 
the conquest of inflation 
provide a healthy basis on 
which ro develop banking 
business." 
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China shifts state firms 
to private management 


BEIJING IK) — China's 
booming southern Hainan 
province has launched a land- 
mark reform to revive lumber- 
ing state-owned industry, al- 
lowing successful private 
firms to take over manage- 
ment of ailing state di- 
nosaurs. 

"The use of this new mech- 
anism of entrusted operation 
can set up a system under 
which people care about and 
take responsibility for state 
capital," The Hainan daily 
newspaper quoted deputy 
provincial governor Wang 
Xiaofeng, as saying in de- 
fence of the daring experi- 
ment. 

"This is an accordance 
with the new road for state en- 
terprise reform," he was 
quoted as saying in the 
Saturday edition of the news- 
paper. received in Beijing 
Sunday. 

The Communist Party 
mouthpiece, The People's 
Daily, hailed the landmark pi- 
lot scheme, aimed at tackling 
■the thorny problem of how to 
revive tens of thousands of 
loss-making state firms with- 
out diluting the controlling 
interest of the state. 

On Friday, three of the 
best-managed non-state com- 
panies in China's southern- 
most freewheeling province 1 
of Hainan signed contracts ' 
with the government to take 
over operations of five trou- 
bled state firms under pioneer.' 
regulations passed by the 
provincial legislature. 

Hainan's Cocowind Group, 
selected as one of the top 
three companies in the boom-' 
ing Hainan special economic 


zone, agreed to put up a cash' 
guarantee of 7.0 million yuan 
($843,000) and to ensure an- 
nual earnings of 3.5 million 
yuan after taking over three 
firms, the Economic 
information daily said. 

Cocowind, which produces 
one of the most popular 
canned coconut drinks in 
China, contracted to take 
over operations of the 
Chengmai county coffee and 
liquor plant and the Shanlan 
Yuye liquor factory, both 
loss-making and uncompeti- 
tive in China's increasingly 
market-driven economy, the 
newspaper said. 

It also took over the gov- 
ernment-owned Qiongzhou 
guesthouse, which earns just 
200,000-300.000 yuan a year 
because of poor management 
— despite a prime site on the 
popular tourist island, 
rimmed by white-sand 
beaches. 

Cocowind took out a full 
page advertisement in The 
Hainan daily to promote its 
takeover, boasting 
"Cocowind people are confi- 
dent". Cocowind has ex- 
panded in just three or four 
years to a group with 23 bev- 
erage production lines and 
turnover of more than 3.0 bil- 
lion yuan. Economic 
Information said. 

The Hainan Southern Feed 
Factory signed over operat- 
ing rights to Luoniustran 
. Joint Slock Co while the 
Hainan Yongcheng 
Enterprise Development Corp 
took over the Changlong 
Import Export Trading Co. 
official media said without 
giving details. 


Natwest to cut 15,000 
jobs, banking union says 


LONDON (AFP) — Natwest' 
Bank plans to shed about 

15.000 jobs over the next 
three years in a radical re- 
structuring of operations, the 
banking union BIFU has said. 

Natwest, along with the 
•mher inaln ^retail- banks ..in 
BrifSn^has. already .slashed 
its workforce over the ’past 
five years. It is the second- 
biggest retail bank in 
Britain. 

Since 1991 more than 

16.000 jobs have been cut at 
the bank's British retail 
branches, with 4,400 job 
losses last year alone. 

Natwest now employ's 
about 48,000 staff at its 
2.100 retail branches.The 
additional 15,000 jobs are 
expected to go because of 
fierce competition within the 
banking industry, 
particularly among retail 
banks. 

Analysis believe in- 
creasing emphasis on 
telephone banking, cash 
machines and other 
technology has meant that 
further job-shedding was in- 
evitable. 

The .biggest retail bank. 


Barclays, has cut 1 8.500 jobs , 
during the last five years, 
500 of them in 1995, when 
the company made record 
profits. Union leaders said 
that they expect a further 
i 0.000 jobs to go by the end 
of the decade. 

Lloyds-TSB, the tbird- 
biggest bank, was the only" 
major retail bank not to cut 
its workforce in 1995. 

Banking union BIFU said 
that it had assurances from 
Natwest that there would be 
no compulsory job losses 
this year. 

’ The union's chief ne- 
gotiator with Natwest, Alan 
Ainsworth, stressed that the 
union would carry out inten- 
sive talks with management 
over the summer to establish 

the best-possible voluntary 
packages. 

Natwest boosted pre-tax 
profits last year by 10 per 
cent to 1.75 billion pounds 
($2.64 billion). 

Recently it sold its U.S. 
bank Natwest Bancorp in a 
53.56 billion deal and paid 
$530 million to take control 
of Gartmore. the British fund 
management group. 
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Jordan Steel Company to begin 
commercial production in August 

<rftTRIAL PRODUCTION of two types of steel will 
commence in June and July of this year. Mudar Badranj 
chairman of the Jordan Steel Company, told the General 
assembly. The factory will be officially running from the 
beginning of August, he announced, noting that work is 
currently progressing according to the schedule for equip- 
ping the plant with an annual production capacity of 

300.000 tonnes. According to studies, be said, Jordan's 
consumption amounts to 380,000 tonnes per year and, 
should the factory be operated on two-shift basis, the 
company would be able to produce 240,000 tonnes to meet 
the demand in the local and neighbouring markets and to 
enter other export markets. 

Mr. Badran pointed out that the firm's JD 15 million 
capital would have covered the expected cost of setting up 
the factory had it not been for the purchase of a thermostat 
and a JD 1 million investment in the Modern Aluminium 
Manufacturing Company. The investment, of which JD 

554.000 have been paid, was authorised by the board of 
directors and would give Jordan Steel a 20 per cent stake in 
the aluminium firm. The thermostat, which cost $950,000 
and was not included in the initial cost of the factory, would 
give steel an additional strength and make it more 
competitive by providing it with an edge over other still 
products in foe region, Mr. Badran explained. 

The annual report showed that the company earned JD 
309381 in 199S from selling imported reinforcement steel 
worth JD 3.6 million. Jordan Steel also earned JD 573,500 
from bank interest and foreign exchange differentials but, 
after deducting various expenses the company's net profit 
stood at JD 678,900. As recommended by the board of 
directors, the general assembly approved allocating JD 
590,200 to retained earnings and distributing the remaining 
amount to the obligatory reserves and other accounts. 
Other financial data shows that the company’s total assets 
have jumped by 56 per cent to reach JD 17.9 million at the 
end erf last year compared to JD 11.5 million in 1994 (A1 
Ra'i + A1 Aswaq + A1 Dust our) 
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Foreign Exchange Market 
Summary 

(April 29 - May 3, 1996) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit depreciated moderately against 
the yen, while appreciating marginally against sterling and 
stabilising against the mark. It ended the week 0.54 per 
cent lower against the yen and 0.30 per cent higher against 
sterling. 

The U.S. unit appreciated against sterling Monday, 
while depreciating against the mark and the yen. The dollar 
was under pressure on expectations that Japanese interest 
rates had bottomed. These expectations were triggered by 
an article published by a Japanese daily newspaper, later 
denied, that the Bank of Japan may increase Japanese 
interest rates as early as the current month of May. 

The dollar rose noticeably against the mark and margi- 
nally against the yen Tuesday, while stabilising against 
sterling. The dollar rose upon the release of Chicago's 
purchasing managers index. The index rose to 54.0 points 
in April, illustrating that the, manufacturing sector is 
expanding and hinting that the U.S. economy is witnessing 
solid growth. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Wednes- 
day. Analysts indicated that sterling fell against the dollar 
to reach a low of $1.4888 during trading hours, its lowest 
level in two years. Sterling weakened on fears that the 
Conservative Party of British Prime Minister John Major 
might receive a psychological blow the following day if it 
loses 500 or more local council seats to the Labour Party. 
However, sterling rose later that day to close at $1 .4925 to 
the pound. Meanwhile, the dollar rose against the mark 
and swiss franc. Reports indicated that the Swiss franc’s 
decline came on the back of comments by the Swiss finance 
minister, who maintained that the strong Swiss franc is 
hindering economic growth. 

The U.S. unit depredated against other major currencies 
Thursday, however, upon the release of several economic 
reports with postive results. The GDP report showed that 
the U.S. economy grew by 2.8 per cent in the first quarter 
of 1996, compared to 0.5 per cent in the fourth quarter of 
1995. Meanwhile, factory orders surged by 1.5 per cent in 
March, compared to a decline of 1.5 per cent the previous 
month. The bond market fell on these reports, pressuring 
the U.S. dollar, as investors feared that the U.S. economy 
might be experiencing inflationary growth. 

The dollar rose against the yen at the end of the week, 
while depredating against the mark and sterling. Reports 
indicated that the release of the U.S. employment report 
had dealers uncertain on how to react. The U.S. employ- 
ment report showed a meager rise of 2,000 in non-farm 
payrolls in April, compared to expectations of a rise of 
129,000. March non-farm payrolls were revised up to 
178J)00. The unemployment rate, however, fell to 5.4 per 
cent, from 5.6 per cent the previous' month. 

The U.S. unit, thus, ended the week at 1.5253 marks, 
105.09 yen and at $1.5080 to the pound. 
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LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 
(AFP) — Grindstone, ridden 
by Jerry Bailey, won the 
Kentucky Derby by a now 
here on Saturday, edging 
Cavonnier in the closest fin* 
ish since 1959- 

Prince of Thieves, ridden 
by Pat Day and like Grind- 
stone trained by D. Wayne 
Lukas, was third. 

Lukas-trained horses have 
now won the last six Triple 
Crown races — the coveted 
series that starts every year 
with the Kentucky Derby and 
indudes the Preakness and 
Belmont Stakes. 

Chris McCarron rode 
Cavonnier, who took the lead 
from fading favourite Unbri- 
dled's Song in the final 
straight. But Grindstone, pa- 
tiently piloted through the 
traffic by Bailey, broke free 
on the outside down the 
stretch to win the mile and a 
quarter race in two minutes 
and one second. 

“It looked like 114 in front 
of me,’* Bailey said of his 
mid-race, mid-field view. 

“The whole idea was to 
Dry to hit the boles without 
getting stopped. There were 
some tight squeezes, but he 
was game to go through every 



G rin ds to ne (left), ridden by Jerry Bafley, 
edges out Cavonnier, ridden by Quia McCar- 
roa, to win the 122z>d running of the Kentucky 


Derby at CbnrcUB Downs, May 4 (Renters 
photo) 


one of them.” 

At the top of the stretch, 
Bailey said be moved his 
whip to his left hand and 
Grindstone exploded. 


It took officials several mi- 
nutes to review the finish fine 
photo and call the winner. 

“1 thought I was going to 
win it when I passed the 16th 


pole,” McCarron said. 

“At the wire I wasn’t stub. 
He (Grindstone) was so far 
out in the middle of the racet- 
rack I couldn't really ted.” 


Rockies 

smash 

Marlins 


DENVER (R) — Anders 
Galarraga smashed two 
three -ran homers and drove 
in seven runs as the Colorado 
Rockies tied team records for 
homers, hits and runs in a 
17-5 Saturday romp over the 
slumping Florida Marlins. 

The Rockies collected 21 
hits and slugged five home 
runs. 

Larry Walker, Ellis Burks 
and Eric Young homered 
during a seven-run first in- 
ning. Galarraga's blasts came 
in die second and sixth in- 
nings and he added an RBI 
single in the third. 

“I’d have to say this is the 
low point of the season,” 
Marlins first baseman Greg 
Colbrunn said. "Everything 
they hit was a rocket.” 

Walker had three bits, 
three runs scored and three 
RBI. Dante Bichette had a 
pair of hits and scored four 
runs. Young drove in three 
runs, Vinny Castilla had 
three hits and drove in two 
runs and Jason Bates had a 
pair of RBI singles. 

Jeff Conine, Alex Arias 
and Craig G rebeck homered 
for the Marlins, who have 
lost four in a row, six of seven 
and nine of 12. They are 
11-20, the worst record in the 
National League. 

Rockies starter Marvin 
Freeman (3-2) allowed four 
runs and five hits in seven 
innings. “I made pitches 
when I had to and got double 
plays," Freeman said. “In 
this ballpark, even with a 
13-run lead you still have to 
make your pitches.” 

In Houston, Henry Rodri- 
guez's two run homer in the 
top of the ninth rallied the 
Montreal Expos to a 2-1 vic- 
tory over the Houston 
Astros. 

Mike Lansing led off the 
ninth with a walk off Xavier 
Hernandez (0-1). Three 
pilches later, Rodriguez hit 
his 1 1th homer over the fence 
in left-centre to put Montreal 
ahead. 

“Hernandez threw me 
something on the outside cor- 



Troy O’Leary of the Boston Red Sox leaps to 
reach this bail Ut by John Oterud of the 


Toronto Bbe Jays In third liming action at 
Boston’s Fenway Park, May 4 (Renters photo) 


ncr." Rodriguez said of the 
home-run pitch. "I was just 
looking to drive it. not neces- 
sarily to hit it out of the ball 
park." 

Former Astro Dave Veres 
(3-0) recorded the final two 
outs of the eighth inning for, 
the victory. 

In San Francisco, Erick 
Davis bit a Grand Slam in the 
seventh inning and Eric 
Anthony had two solo hom- 
ers to lead the Gncinnati 


Reds to a 9-7 comeback vic- 
tory over the Giants. 

Trailing 5-3 entering the 
seventh, the Giants loaded 
the bases against Mark Leiter 
(2-4). Mark Dewey came on 
and surrendered Davis' fifth 
home ran and sixth career 
grand slam. Two outs later, 
Anthony reached him for his 
fourth homer and second of 
the game to make it 8-5. 

Reds reliever Marcus 
Moore (2-2) picked up the 


win. 

In Pittsburgh, Jeff King 
went 4-for-4 with three dou- 
bles and four RBI and Paul 
Wanger pitched a five-hitter 
to lead the Pirates to a 7-2 
victory over the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

King capped a three-run 
fifth inning with a two-run 
double to make it 4-1. “Any 
time you have guys on base 
you want to be able to hit the 
ball hard." King said. 


Texas Rangers overcome Detroit Tigers 


DETROIT (R) — It was a 
tough act to follow, but Ro- 
ger Pavlik was up to the task 
as he matched fellow-Texas 
hurler Ken Hill’s one-hit gem 
with a one-hitter or his own 
Sarurday in the Rangers' 3-1 
victory over the Detroit Ti- 


gers. 

Hill pitched a one -hitter 
against the toothless Tigers 
on Friday and Roger Pavlik 
performed a sequel to im- 
prove his record to 4-0. Pav- 
lik retired the first 14 batters 
to run the Texas string to 40 
consecutive outs recorded 
against Detroit., 

The only hit Pavlik allowed 
was a fifth-inning homer to 
Mark Lewis. 

"It’s real frustrating. It's 
something I really didn’t ex- 
pect to see from this team," 
said Lewis about the Tigers’ 
lack of hitting. "But when 
pitchers at this level are on 
their game like these two 
guys, they can make it 
tough." 

Texas became the first 
American League club to loss 
consecutive one-hitters 
against the same team since 
the Washington senators m 
1917. 

Pavlik struck out seven. 


got 10 flyouts and five pop- 
outs. 

“I just kind of stowed it 
down a little,” said Pavlik, 
who entered the game with a 
bloated 7.14 era. “I've strug- 
gled with location, but today 
the location was there.” 

Shortstop Kevin Elster 
continued his unlikely 
season- long power surge with 
his sixth homer in the fourth 
inning. Prior to this season, 
he had hit just seven since 
1991. 


In Baltimore, Brady 
Anderson hit his major 
league-leading 15th homer of 
the season and Roberto Alo- 
mar added a grand slam as 
the Baltimore Orioles pound- 
ed the Milwaukee Brewers 
10-5. 


Anderson continued his 
awesome power surge by 
leading off with a homer for 
the sixth time this season, 
passing the 1971 drib record 
of five set by Don Buford. 
Anderson has had 1 13 at-bats 
this year. He hit 16 homers in 
554 at-bats in 1995. 

“I’m just trying to have 
good at-bats. not hit home 
runs,” said Anderson. “I’m 
not trying to do too much. 


just trying to keep things 
simple, get good pilches and 
hit the ball hard.'* 

Jeffrey Hammonds added 
a three-run homer against 
knuckle bailer Steve Sparks 
(1-4). Mike Mussina (4-2) got 
the victory. 

In Boston, BUI Haselman 
homered and drove in four 
runs and Wil Cordero high- 
lighted a four-run first inning 
with a two-run single to lead 
the Boston Red Sox to their 
second win of the day. an 8-4 
victory over the Toronto 
Blue Jays. 

Earlier, the Red Sox Hung 
on to beat Toronto 8-7 in the 
completion of their sus- 
pended game from Friday 
night. Rain interrupted play 
.Friday for a total of three 
tours 47 minutes. The game 
was suspended with the Red 
Sox holding a 6-1 lead just 
after the 1 a.m. curfew. 

At California, Jason 
Grimsley pitched 6 1/3 hitless 
innings and J.T. Snow and 
Garret Anderson hit back-to- 
back homers in the sixth as 
the Angels extended their 
winning streak to five games 
with a 5-2 win over the Min- 
nesota Twins. 

Grimsley (2-1). who made 


his third start of tbe season, 
held the twins without a hit 
until Greg Myers doubled 
down the left-field fine with 
one out in the seventh inning. 
Myers eventually scored, ami 
also added a solo homer in 
the ninth. 

‘“Jason Grimsley pitches 
no-hitter,' that's kind of like 
‘Jason Grimsely walks on the 
moon* — it’s not going to 
happen,” quipped Grimsley. 

in Kansas City. Steve Wo- 
jdechowski tossed 7 1/3 
strong innings and Jason 
Giambi added a two-run 
homer as the Oakland athle- 
tics beat the Kansas Gty 
royals 5-2 to snap a four- 
game losing streak. 

Wojdechowski (3-0) won 
his third consecutive start, 
allowing two runs and nine 
hits. Buddy Groom retired 
the final five batters for bis 
first save. 

In New York, Frank Tho- 
mas and Dave Martinez had 
RBI singles in a four-run 
eighth inning and Harold 
Baines blasted a grand slam 
in tbe ninth to lift the Chica- 
go White Sox to an 11-5 
victory over the New York 
Yankees. 


Grindstone gave veteran. 
’Kentucky breeder and owner 
William T. Young his first 
Derby victory. 

Unbridled’s Song, the 7-2 
favourite, had to contend 
with a cracked left front hoof 
and the unfavourable outside 
post position. 

“It was just too much to 
overcome,” said jockey Mike 
Smith, who moved Unbri- 
dled's Song smoothly from 
the far outside post and into 
the lead by the three-quarter 
mDe mark, when he overtook 
early pace-setters Honor and 
Glory and Matty G. 

Smith said the special bar 
shoes worn by tbe colt be- 
cause of his hoof injury made 
it difficult for lam to Ireqr his 
footing at top speed. 

“They say it’s like wearing 
combat boots to run a foot 
race,” Smith said. “He just 
couldn't handle it.” 

Unbridled's Song finished 
fifth, behind Halo Sunshine. 

Lukas, who had five horses 
en t er ed in the race, became 
only the fourth trainer to win 
back-to-back Kentucky Der- 
bies. H J. Thompson did it in 
1932-33, Jimmy Jones did it 
in 1957-58 and Luden Lanxin 
did it in 1972-73. 


Bayern 
keep title 


hopes alive 


BERLIN (AP) — Bulgarian 
World Cup player Emil Kos- 
tadmov was the unlikely hero 
Saturday as Bayern Munich 
swept aside FC Cologne 3-2 
to beep their Bundes&ga title 
hopes alive. 

Kostadinov, who rarely 
(days at Munich, fired two 
goals to help the Franz 
Beckenbauer-coached team 
stay points even with Bonxs- 
sia Dortmund in the end 
spurt of the Bundeshga title 
race. 

“We know what Kostadi- 
nov can do — unfortunately 
be doesn’t show it too often,” 
said Beckenbauer, who was 
rewarded for his surprise 
move of inserting the Bulga- 
rian to replace French striker 
Jean-Pierrc Papin in the 
lineup. 

Both Munich, a 13-time 
titfist, and defending cham- 
pion Dortmund have three 
m atches to play in a season 
dominated by their fierce bat- 
tie for tbe Bundestiga crown. 

Dortmund, with a huge 
plus of 13 in goal differential 
over their rival, brake out of 
a slump Friday with the re- 
turn of playmaker Andy 
Moeller from injury. They 
trounced rcfegation-bound 
KFC Uerdingen 5-0. 

Fourth-place Hmsa Rostock 
took a big step toward sealing 
a berth in next year’s UEFA 
Cup competition by edging 
Werder Bremen 2-1. They 
were joined in the hunt by. 
two other dubs. 

Karlsruhe SC, behind two 
goals by South African strik- 
er Sean Dundee, beat Borus- 
sia Moenchengjadbach 2-1, 
while Scfaalke’s unheralded 
side routed Eintracht Frank- 
furt 3-0. The two teams share 
fifth place. 

The loss may have doomed 
Frankfurt, a founding dub of 
the Bundestiga, to relegation 
for the first time in their 
history. But several other 
dubs are also fighting a free 
fall from powerhouse to 
second dmsaon. 

Bayer Leverkusen, 
another tradition club, 
moved out of relegation 
range as they beat 1860 
Munich 2-1 but FC Kaisers- 
lautern was held to a score- 
less draw by SC Freiburg in a 
match Friday. 

Kaiserslautern, in 16th 
place, appears ce r t ai n to be 

demoted after having played 
in the UEFA Cup this sea- 
son. 

Fortune Duessektorf killed 
VFB Stuttgart's last chance 
of a UEFA Cup berth with its 
3-2 win over the struggling 
dub. 

Munich dominated a gainst 
Cologne, bat saw most of 
their scoring chances shatter 
on tire fists of Bodo Dlgner, 
Germany's World Cup 
goalie. 

Kostadinov, off a pass by j 
Mehmet Scholl, staked : 
Munich to a 1-0 halftime lead ' 
with his fifth-minute goaL j 
But Signer robbed his team- 
mates of several other Mgh- 
D ex o cu tage shots. 

“It should have been 4-0 at 
halftime — we’re going to 
have to do a better job of 
co n v erting our chances,’ 4 said 
Beckenbauer. 

After Munich’s Lothar 
Matthaeus evened the score 
with an own goal early in the 
second half, Jaergen Klins- 
mann responded with his 
14th season goal and Kostadi- 
nov sealed the win in the 
62nd minute. 


Jordan limes, Monday, May 6, 1996 




Grindstone wins Kentucky Derby by a nose 


Seattle slams defending champion 


Rockets in series opener 




SEATTLE (R) — The Seat- 
tle Supersomcs handed the 
defending NBA Champion 
Houston Rockets their worst 
playoff defeat ever, storming 
to a 108-75 victory on Satur- 
day in game one of their 
Western Conference semifin- 
al series. 

Gary Payton scored 28 
points and Sam Perkins 
keyed a pivotal ran that 
bridged the third and fourth 
quarters as Seattle took a 1-0 
lead in the best-of-seven 
series. 

Tbe Somes held Houston 
centre Hakeem Olajuwon to 
a career playoff low of six 
points on 3-of-9 shooting, 
and used a 23-4 streak to 
break open a five-point game 
in the third quarter. 

Robert Horry had 18 
points for the Rockets, wbo 
managed just 31 points in the 
second half. Houston, win- 
ners of the last two NBA 
titles, shot just 32.5 per cent 
(13-of-40) after the intermis- 
sion. 

“In the third quarter, we 
got a tittle impatient and a 
little sloppy,” Rockets coach 


caved in. It was a just like a 
dam breaking and we 
couldn't stop the water com- 
ing over us. We’re going to 
have to regroup and under- 
stand what they’re doing. 

Shawn Kemp bad 17 points 
and 12 rebounds as Swttie 
outrebounded Houston 52-36 
on the way to their largest 
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began their decisive burst 
leading 60-55 with 3:26 to go 
in the third quarter. Nate 
McMillan hit a three-pointer 
and Perkins added a basket. 
Kemp followed with a three- 
point play to make it 68-55. 

Mario Elie hit a basket to 
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post-season margin of victory 

ever. Payton added seven 
assists for the Sonics, who 
made 25-of-45 shots in the 
second half. 

Game two is Monday in 
Seattle. 

“It’s a great win for us, but 
we can’t celebrate,” Sonics 
coach George Karl said. “AO 
we’ve done, basically, is be- 
gun the chess match. _ 

“With a seven-game series, 
the first two games are the 
most difficult to get. I think 
you're going to see on Mob- 
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snap the ran but Perkins fol- % . \ 

lowed with another three- 

pointer for a 71-57 lead with J, ir*J „ r , 

40 seconds left in the quarter. vn jih* , 

Clyde Drcxler hit a 15-footer ^ 1 i. 

but Payton ended the period 

with a basket for a 73-59 lead. ^ mw| 

Perkins and McMillan -d* ‘ 

opened the final quarter with Jp ‘ 4 
three pointers and Detief 
Schrempf added consecutive 
baskets for an 83-59 advan- . 

rage with 8:38 remaining. * (Iptl 
Asked about the strategy J 
employed against Oiajuwon£$ # 

Kemp sakl the Sonics used “a ' « 

lot of quick double teams, I 
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Rudy Tom janovich said, basketball team come after us • being 

“Let’s just say the ball didn’t with tremendous intensity, our hands. It was a tote! team R . 

goto & some better preparation, and Je play a lothetter 0IUD 

“The fast-breaking game some adjustments." when we play faster. he ' ,c l 
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Auxerre’ssocGer team players pose with, 
the French soccer cup trophy after defeat- 


tag Ntau 2-1 hi French Cop final May 4 
(Renters Photo) 


Auxerre win French Cup 
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PARIS (AFP) — French first 
division pacesetters Auxerre 
came back to beat “Gn-* 
dereHa” oppon en t s Nimcs 2-1 
in the French Cop final Satur- 
day night — but their mana- 
ger Guy Roux made it dear 
that celebrations would have 
to wait for another fortnight. 

“I knew it would be tough, 
tomght and although this vic- 
tory means that we shall be 
playing in at least tire Euro- 
pean Cup Winners Cup com- 
petition next season, we are 
still in with a chance of win- 
ning the league tide. 

“We play at Gumgamp 
next Saturday and then face 
Nantes in the last league 
match of the season and our 
players are intelligent profes- 
sionals. They have agreed to 
postpone any celebration un- 
til May 18.” 

Auxerre, currently three 
points dear of Metz and four 
points ahead of Paris Sl Ger- 
main in the first division title 


race, were rocked back on 
their heels by the relegation- 
threatened third division side 
when Omar Bern bey slotted 
past Lionel Charbomxier af- 
ter 25 minutes. 


mistake Sence made all night 
— and the he was singled out 
for special praise by Nunes’ 
manager Pierre Bariagoet af- 
ter die match. 


Tbe move was started on 
die left by the quicksilver 
Nicolas Marx wbo cleverly 
c o mmi tted the Auxerre de- 
fenders on the edge of die 
box while leaving the ball for 
Abder Ramdane. Ramda ne 
raced down to the line and 
cut die ball back and Belbey, 
charging in like an express 
train, slotted home a first- 
time effort. 

Auxerre had to wait until 
six minutes into the second- 
half to get back on level 
terms — Laurent Blanc, the 
French international sweep- 
car, heading home from a 
corner with Nunes’ goal- 
keeper Philippe Sence off his 
line. 

It was probably the only 


But as the game wore on 
Auxerre’s superior fitness be- 
gan to tell and although 
Sence made a series of excel- 
lent saves, he was left no 
chance when Lillian La£ 
landes headed home his 
side’s winner from a Corentm 
Martins free-kick in the 89th 
minute. 
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Sence completed his re- 
markable evening by saving a 
Laurent Blanc penalty in the 
dying seconds. 

Auxerre’s only previous- 
cup win came in 1994 when 
they beat Montpellier 3-0 
while Nxmes have now lost in 
the final three times. 

If Auxerre clinch the 
French tide, Nimes will play 
fo next season’s European 
Cup Winners’ Cup. 
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Spain’s Carlos Moya raises Ms arms hi jubibt- ‘ rian rw. <rn 

tiOQ after his semi-final mmteh against An- Umniama,t in Munich May 4. 

stria’s Ttomas Muster at the Munich Bava- photo) *** nMWl ^ 6-3 (Reuters 
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Moya ends Muster’s 38-match streai 

MUNICH (AP) — Carlos Khzbuehel. , . 


MUNICH (AP) — carte 
Moya snapped Thomas Mus- 
ter s 38-match clay streak 
Saturday to reach the finals 
of the BMW Open in a sur- 
prisingly one-sided match. 

Moya, 19, needed hist 69 
minutes to beat Muster, 6-3, 
6-3. and break a winning 
streak on clay dating bade to 
early August. 

He also stopped the 
world’s second-ranked play- 
ers string at seven day court 
titles m a row. Muster was 
test beaten on the surface by 
Spain s Alberto Costa at 


Khzbuehel. 

The Spaniard, in just his 
second year as a pro, did it by 
beating the error-prone Au- 
strian at his own game, over- 
powering the world’s best 
day court player at the base- 
line. 


“This may be the best 
match I ye ever played, for 
sure, said Moya, world No. 
40. 


hero Boris Becker of Ger- 
many 7-6 (7-2), 2-6. 7-6 ($-6] 
*n a three-hour match. 

DoscdeI fought off a match 
Point against Becker, whe 

minutes from th* 
J»urts. when he trailed 5-4 ¥ 
me third set. 


Moya will face another un- 
seeded player. Slava Dose del 
of the Czech Republic, in the 
«naj. Dosedel ousted local 


. H ? ^ved off the loss b 
npping a forehand that ban 
n Ca , u ®* lt the line, but denie 
Becker one of his rar 
chances to win the first cla 
title of his long careei 
Muster said he wasn’r ut 
set about the loss to Moya 
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JEY CHAPEL, Florida (AP) — Martina NavratSo- 
. beaten by ber 'former doubles partner Pam Shriver in 
opening Virginia Slims Legends Tour event, got some 
yfiil revenge in tfie second event Saturday, edging 
iver 6-4-in the one-set match. 

She served me off the court in Chicago, *’ Navratilova 
I of the season-opening match last month. ’'But today, 
missed a few more serves than before and I was able to 
hh better.’* 

During their playing days on the tour, Navratilova 
owned Shriver, winning 40 of their 43 meetings. 

.'■'"'“-I knew it would be competitive, but I didn't know it 
Would be extremely competitive,” Shriver said. 

^With each team earning one point for each game won, 
Xeara H, headed by Billie Jean King, led after the first day 
with 24 points in the two-day exhibition tournament. 
Navratilova's Team 1 won just two of the five matches 
Saturday and bad 21- points. 
f; In doubles play, Navratilova and Hana Mandlikova took 
v 4-1 lead in the one-set match against Zina Garrison 
- Jackson and Shriver. But the Garrison Jackson-Sbriver 
duo, the youngest pair on the Legends Tour, rallied to take 
the next five sets for a 6-4 win. 

Earlier Saturday, Garrison Jackson paired with King and 
^easily beat Mandlikova and Virginia Wade 6-1, while 
^Shriver, and Rosie Casals got past Navratilova and Evonne 
Goolagong 6-4. . 
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TOLET 

Two .bedroom furnished apartment with 
telephone, and separate central heating. 
Location: Jabal Amman, between 4th and 5th 
Circles. 

For more information please call Tei. No. 825924 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

After the , completion of. the rehabilitation 
-work on the Madaba Archaeological 
. Museum, The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiq uitlds/Departmerit of Antiquities would 
like to announce that %e museum is ready 
to receive tourists arid visitors as of May 
- 7th, 1996. 

All are most welcome. 
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Tantdan fdayer Hasses Grid (left) pasns 
Saadi defence Khalrd Etttmabai (right) In 
Ike itattl game off the Soper Arab' Cep 
b et w een the Tunis ian team Esperaoce 


Sportff Tmdsfen and the Saudi Arabian 
team A1 Bilal. Ke per an c p of Tmdria woe 
tbe game 2-9 (Renters photo) 


Morocco’s Alami upsets 
Chang to reach final 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Sixth-seeded Moroccan 
Karim Alami upset top-seed and defending * 
champion Michael Chang 64, 64 here Satur- 
day to reach the final of the ATPs Atlanta 
daycouit tournament. 

Alami, 22, needed one and a half hours to 
record his best victory since a win over Pete 
Sampras in 1994. 

He will meet either second-seeded Amer- 
ican Richey Reneberg or Sweden’s Niklas 
Kulti. 

Chang, who struggled all week, was dearly 
in trouble on his serve and he later admitted 
that a strained right shoulder had hampered 
him. 

But be took nothing away from Alami. 

”1 can’t go out with excuses,” he said. “I 
have been having a bit of a shoulder strain this 
week but I don’t want to take anything away 
from Alami. He played good tennis and 
served well.” 

Alami broke Chang in the opening game of 
the match, then held for 2-0. Chang fought 
back with a break in tbe fourth to level the set 
at 2-2. They traded breaks again m the 
seventh and eighth games before Alami' 
earned die decisive break of the set to go up 
54 dien served out for the set. 

In the second, Alami continued to attack at 
the net, and he had more success with his 
serve as well. 

He broke Chang in tbe first game, and in 
the sixth fended off three break points, one 
with a gutsy drop shot, to keep the advantage. 

“T felt like I had my opportunities to break • 


in the second set.” Chang said. “He was 
looking pretty tired. I was hoping to get that 
break back. But he was able to serve well on 
the big occasions.” 

Serving for the match at 54, Alami held his 
serve to love. He dosed out the match with 
two service winners ■ — a 126mph blast to set 
up match point and a 1 16mph first serve on his 
first match point. 

“I was concentrated to play my game and 
have fun on court,” Alami said. "I knew if I 
played well I would have lots of chances to. 
win die match.” 

Aland, ranked 78th in the world, said his 
1994 win over Sampras was still the best - 
victory of his carrer. 

“Number one is still number one,” he said. 
“Also, back then, I was ranked in the 200s. 
Now I’m in the top 100, and 1 know I can go . 
out on court and beat anybody. I see things 
differendy now." 

Alami reached his second career final. At 
Casablanca in 1994 he reached the final but 
lost to Italian >Renzo Furl an. 

Chang said he would take the coining week 
off. then play in the Italian Open in Rome the 
week of May 13 — his only warm-up for the 
French Open. 

Tm not where I would like to be,” Chang 
said. “I have quite a few things to work on 
right now. But at this point of the year. I’m 
always saying that. It takes time to adjust to 
the clay as far as fitness and movement.# 
Hopefully next week will be beneficial to 
me.” ’ 


Hill wins 5th championship Grand Pm Graf returns to Italy after 
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IMOLA, Italy (AP) — - 
Damon Hill beat defending* 
world champion Michael 
Shumacber by 16.4 seconds 
in Sunday's Grand Prix of 
San Marino to give the Wil- 
Hjhtmi Renault team the fifth 
victory in as many world 
championship races this sea- 


son. 

Hill’s victory over his Ger- 
man rival, at the home track 
of die Ferrari team, left die 
record crowd of partisan fans 
bitterly disappointed. 

Ferrari supporters had 
been hoping for the first Fer- 
rari season triumph after 
Schumacher won the pole 


position in Saturday’s qual- 
ifying. 

The 17th career victory of 
the 35-year-old British driver 
— an amazing fourth out of 
five Grand Prix this year — 
gave HOI 43 points in the 
drivers standings, 21 points 
ahead of his Canadian team- 
mate Jacques Vflleneove who 
retired with only 'four laps 
left, while in sixth place. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger 
drove his ' Benetton Renault, 
to third place, ahead' of the 
second Ferrari of Britain’s 
Eddie Irvine. 

Berger had a gap of 46.8 
seconds from the winner. 



Armstrong retains 
Tour Dupont lead 


Brazilian Rubens Bar- 
richello placed fifth, with 
Frenchman Jean Alesi sixth 
in a Benetton Renault. 

Hill, who started cautious- 
ly from the first row and fell 
to third in the initial laps, 
took advantage of the reabil- 
ity of his Williams Renault 
and of a better pits strategy to 
score a consecutive triumph n 
the San Marino GP, follow- 
ing last year’s victory. 

Villeneuve, who ended 
mi’s winning streak by tak- 
ing the European Grand Prix 
at Nuiburgring last Sunday, 
lagged behind throughout the 
race, until retirement, as be 
was delayed by a flat tire in 
tbe second lap and had an 
extra pit stop. 


nine year absence 


ROME (R) — World num- 
ber one Steffi Graf, conspi-. 
cuously missing for tbe past 
nine years, returns to Rome 
on Monday as tbe top seed in 
a women’s Italian Open ten- 
nis tournament depleted by 
the absence of others. 

The 26-year-old German, 
who won the title in her last 
appearance on the clay courts - 
of the Fore Italico in 1987,- 
will have Spaniards Martinez 
and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
as her main rivals for the 
winner’s $150,000. 

Graf, like several other top 
players, has made it clear 
previously that she dislikes 


the rowdy atmosphere of the 
tournament and the openly 
partisan crowd. 

In 1987, she was on the 
receiving end of some un- 
pleasant media comments 
comparing her appearance' 
unfavourably to Argentine 
Gabriela Sabatini who has 
long been a local favourite 
because of her Italian ances- 
try. 

This year Sabatini, winner 
four times, is among the 
illustrious absentees. She 
withdrew last week complain- 


ing of an abdominal muscle 
strain. 

Germany’s Anke Huber, 
who would have been the 
fifth seed, pulled out on 
Saturday because of injury, 
as earlier had American Jen- 
nifer Capriati, another local 
idol because of her Italian 
parentage. 

American Monica Seles 
and Japan’s Kimiko Date, 
who beat Graf in the Federa- 
tion Cup last month, are also 
absent from a tournament, 
often used as a warm-up for 
the French Open. 


GREENSBORO, North 
Carolina (R) — Dutchman 
Leon Van Bon rode to an 
easy stage win on Saturday, 
while American Lance Arm- 
strong retained his leader’s 
jersey for the third day in 
windy and warm* conditions 
in the Tour Dupont. 

Van Bon* 24. a third-year 
pro, claimed his stage win 
after escaping from a large 
sprinting group to win the 
110.5-mile (177.9-km) 
Raleigh to Greensboro road 
race by 30 metres in four 
hours 37 minutes and 34 
seconds. 

Radisa Cubric, a native 
Yugoslavian who lives in the 
United States, was second 


and Malcolm. Elliott of Bri- 
tain placed third, both two 
seconds behind the winner. 

Armstrong, 24, who 
assumed the race lead after 
winning the second stage 
Thursday night, finished 41st 
in the main pack, also two 
seconds behind. 

He kept his 35-second mar- 
gin over reigning Tour of 
Italy champion Tony Romin- 
ger of Switzerland. Romin- 
ger’s tammate, Daniele Nar- 
dello of Italy, remained third, 
trailing by 44 seconds. 

“Tm feeling better and bet- 
ter each day,” said Rorain- 
ger. ‘Tomorrow will be a key 
stage, and I’ve got good, 
strong helpers for the moun- 
tains.” 


FURNISHED FLAT WANTED 

3 bedrooms is a must with phone. 
Location: Between 1st and 7th Circles. 

For information, please call 638194 ext 140 
from 11:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Monday 6/5, 
Tuesday 7/5 and Wednesday 8/5. 


A Palace in Amman for Sale 

Located in a unique and overlooking location, surrounded 
by a big garden planted with well-coordinated trees with an 
outdoor sheltered sitting area, and a heated swimming pool 
• with utilltes. The Palace consists of a major entrance 
lounge, and an official guest quarter, and a family housing 
quarter. The official guest quarter Includes a spacious 
salon, a dining area and an office surrounding a ce ntra l 
roofed and decorated court with a fountain in the centre. 

_ The quarter also indudes overlooking sheltered terraces. 
The family Housing quarter indudes a central sheltered 
court as In the official guest quarter, surrounded by a 
spacious salon and dining area. It indudes five bedrooms 
each with a bathroom, and a dressing chamber. The main 
sleeping quarter consists- of one spacious bedroom, two 
dressing rooms, two master bathrooms, one sitting room 
and an office. The internal kitchen is located between the 
- two dining halls. The palace also indudes a maid quarter, 
=outdoor kitchen, garage for several cars, sauna, steam 
bath, sport games room, large store, deluxe finishing, high 
quality Italian marble for floor and plaster decorated ceiling 
supported by oak wood. The palace is centrally 
akconditioned and heated using the invisible German type 
of central heating and airconditioning. 

Please call Telephone 604177- Amman. 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

1st floor new building. 3 bedrooms, 
telephone, T.V., etc. Excellent residential 
area in Rabieh. 

Tel: 697711 from 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
and Tel: 833133 from 6:00 - 11:00 p.m. Dr. Issa 


Villa For Rent Or Sale 

Furnished or unfurnished 
Call Tel: 614597 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon and dining 
room, sitting room, two bathrooms, veranda, 
central heating, telephone. 

Location: Jabal Amman, 1st Circle. 

Pis. call Telephone 624730. 


Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Co. Ltd. 


announces the extension to tender 
No.: 12F/96 

JPMC announces the extension of the 
closing date for bid No. 12F/96, 

(FOR THE SUPPLY OF (12,000) METRIC 
TONS OF WET ALUMINUM HYDROXIDE) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Saturday 11th May 1996. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundabie fee of JD 
125 for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Thursday 16th May, 1996. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


SEMI VILLAS FOR RENT 


Each consisting of four Bedrooms (two 
master bedrooms), Large salons, sitting 
room, dining room, servant’s quarter, large 
kitchen with breakfast veranda, washing 
room, private office, large terrace over- 
looking the garden, deluxe finishing with 




For more information please call 
Tel. 816013 


CHANGE In the 
place of the SEMINAR 
of May 7th 
It will be he|d at the 
MARRIOTT Hotel 
At 8:00 P.M. 
instead of the 
FORTE GRAND Hotel 


Helping 

Accoutants 

become 

Professionals 




CPAs. 


NCE1957 



Arab Accountants 
Can Easily Become 
USA CPA’s! 


Deadline for 
Registration for the 
Becker CPA Review 
June 96 class : 
June I, 1996 


Information Session : 
May 7th at ih>. 
MARRIOTT HOTEL 
Ar 8 00 P.M, 

All Questions 
v/ill be answered 



LEBANON (Regional Office): 
TEL :(01)342 577. 


EGYPT (In association with the 
American University in Cairo): 
TEL: (202) 357 6735. 



JORDAN ( In association with 
the Housing Bank): 

THE HOUSING BANK 
COMPOUND. 2ND FLOOR, 
AMMAN. 

TEL: 603 757 

FAX: 601 997 
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The 

Shadow 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


‘ESCAPE TO THE TOP 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

* Toy Story 

Shows: 12:30, 2, 3:30, 5 


CONCORD *1" 

* UNDER SIEGE “2” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Ace Ventura “2” 

Shows: 2, 5:15 

CONCORD “2" 

HEATE 

Shows: 3:15, 6:15, 9:15 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


PRESENTS 
THE SATIRICAL COMEDEY 

Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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Jordan Times, Monday, May 6, 1996 



Algerian polls 
before mid-97 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algeria's president 
announced Sunday that leg- 
islative elections would be 
held next year, but it 
appeared that the country's 
key opposition would remain 
banned. 

President Liamine 
Zeroual. elected in Novem- 
ber to a five-year term, said 
the elections would be held 
sometime in the first half of 
1977. 

Mr. Zeroual did not say 
whether the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), banned since 
January 1992 when the army 
cancelled legislataive elec- 
tions it was poised to win, 
would be allowed to field 
candidates. 

The cancellation triggered 
a bloody insurgency by 
armed extremist groups that 
was killed more than 40,000 
people in four years of strife. 
There was no immediate 
reaction to Mr. Zeroual's 
announcement. 

Mr. Zeroual said the bal- 
loting would be followed by 
local community elections 
and preceded by a national 
referendum on Algeria’s con- 
si tution, last revised in 1989. 
1989. 

Legislative elections were a 
key campaign promise of Mr. 
Zeroual, a retired army 
general appointed in 1994 to 
lead the country in a transi- 
tion to democracy. 

Bomb kills two 


Algerian newspapers said 
on Sunday a bomb exploded 
at a bus stop near an 
elementary school in north- 
east Algeria, killing two peo- 
ple and wounding 14. 

The home-made bomb 
went off in Tizi-Ouzou town, 
90 kilometres east of Algiers, 
on Saturday afternoon at the 
same time when three gun- 
men shot dead former In- 
terior Minister Mohammad 
Hardi at a park car in 
Algiers. 

The report did not specify 
if the dead and wounded in 
the bomb blast were students 
from the nearby school. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for the blast. 

Three armed men mowed 
down Hardi in a marable 


factory car park at Oued 
Smar district of Algiers on 
Saturday at 3.30 p.m. (1430 
GMT), according to a secur- 
ity forces statement. 

The statement called the 
53-year-old Hardi slaying a 
“criminal attack,” the official 
term used to describe guerril- 
las attacks. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for his assassination- 

Hardi. a former journalist, 
spearheaded as interior 
minister the government 
struggle against the rebels 
from July 1992 until 
September 1993. 

“The martyr Mohammad 
Hardi, who served his home- 
land with dedication and 
loyalty, was the victim of 
brutal terrorism which 
attacks the entire Algerian 
nation indiscriminately," 
Prime Minister Ahniad 
Ouyahia said in a message 
read out in the Algerian radio 
and television. 

“On behalf of the govern- 
ment and in his own name, 
the prime minister strongly 
condemned this unforgivable 
dastardly attack, saying that 
its perpetrators would most 
certainly be punished," the 
message added. 

Mr. Zeroual. in his first 
news conference cm Sunday 
since he being elected in 
1995. also mentioned plans to 
change the political parties 
law and poll legislation be- 
fore the elections. 

“All these elements will be 
the object of a memorandum 
sent to the participants in this 
dialogue to get their opinions 
before starting a second stage 
of dialogue.” Mr. Zeroual 
said. 

Mr. Zeroual insisted he 
wanted to include the coun- 
try’s full “political commun- 
ity" in an effort to end civil 
strife. 

“It is necessary to find a 
final solution through the 
consultation of all of the poli- 
tical community in order to 
pull the country out of its 
crisis." he said." 

"We can get out of the 
crisis for one year or more 
but we will fail again if we 
will not attack the roots of 
the crisis." Mr. Zeroual 
added. 


Predictions of tight 
Peres-Netanyahu 
race alarm Labour 


TEL AVIV fAFP) — Offi- 
cials in Israel’s Labour Party 
are alarmed over privte opin- 
ion polls showing opposition 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
pulling dose to Prime Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres ahead of 
May 29 elections, press re- 
ports said Sunday. 

The tabloid daily Yediot 
Aharonot said that while the 
main surveys published in re- 
cent weeks show Mr. Peres 
holding a steady five-to-six 
point lead over Mr. Netany- 
ahu in the race for prime 
minister, a series of private 
polls put the contest much 
closer. 

It said one poll commis- 
sioned by U.S. supporters of 
Mr. Netanyahu’s conserva- 
tive Likud Party gave Mr. 
Peres a one point advantage 
over Mr. Netanyahu and that 
a secret Labour Party survey 
put the two men equal. 

The Labour poll, however, 
did not indude Arab Israeli 


split between Mr. Peres and 
Mr. Netanyahu will lead to 
complacency and a low turn- 
out among Arabs. 

“If there is really parity 
between Bibi (Netanyahu) 
and Peres among the Jews, 
the Arabs will not vote and 
that is not good,” the news- 
paper quoted Tourism Minis- 
ter Uri Baram as saying. Mr. 
Baram heads the Labour Par- 
ty’s campaign among Arab 
voters. 


Israel denies report 


Israel denied a newspaper 
report Sunday that it was 
hunting five Palestinian men 
who slipped into the country 
to carry out suidde bombings 
and other attacks. 

The daily newspaper 
Maariv published pictures of 
five men, four from the Gaza 
Strip and one from the West 
Bank city of Nablus, it said 
had been distributed to police 
stations in the Tel Aviv re- 


voters, recent immigrants 
from the former Soviet Un- 
ion or ultra-orthodox Jews. 

The daily said Labour Par- 
ty offidals were "alarmed" 
by the polls, which high- 
lighted the key role that will 
be played by Israel's Arab 
minority, who make up 13 
per cent of the electorate and 
Traditionally support the 
Labour Party. 

One poll published a week 
ago by the Yediot Aharonot 
showed that 47 per cent of 
Arab Israelis favour Mr. 
Peres for prime minister, 
while only 2.8 per cent back 
Mr. Netanyahau. 

But more than 15 per cent 
of Arab voters said they plan- 
ned to boycott the election 
for prime minister — who 
will be directly chosen by 
voters for the first time this 
year — while 33 per cent 
remain undecided. 

Several Arab politicians 
have .called for a boycott of 
the elections in protest at 
Israel's offensive last month 
against Hizboliah guerrillas 
in Lebanon. 

The Yediot Aharanot 
quoted Labour officials as ex- 
pressing concern that polls 
showing Jewish voters evenly 


gion. 

The Shin Bet internal 
security agency and police 
believe the five are waiting 
for an opportune moment to 
carry out attacks in the centre 
of the country, notably in the 
Mediterranean resort of 
Netanya, the newspaper said. 

However, an army spokes- 
man said the report was 
"baseless.” 

The five Palestinians 
named are all in the Gaza 
Strip and some in prison, he 
said. Police Minister Moshe 
Shahal told a press confer- 
ence the report was “inaccu- 
rate,” but warned of planned 
attacks by the Palestinian 
radical groups Hamas and 
Islamic Jihad in the run-up to 
the general election. 

Maariv identified the five 
as Ahmad Fuad, 22. from 
Rafah in the Gaza Strip, 
Fayez Daroushe from Awar- 
ta village near Nablus, Has- 
san Mustapha Shahuad, 19, 
from Khan Yunes in Gaza, 
Iyad Ibrahim Talaa. 24. from 
Rafah and Samir Nabahin, 
36, also from Gaza. 

It quoted police as saying 
the five were, planning anti- 
Israeli attacks, including 
possible suidde bombings. 
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AN INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 


(TOURIST FAMILY CAMPING AREA 
WITH SUPPORTING FACILITIES) 


The Aqaba Region Authority announces the above investment 
opportunity in the area of Ras Al-Yamaniyya on the South Coast Zone of 
Aqaba. 


A single plot with an area of (21 0,000) square metres has been allo- 
cated for a tourist camping area to accommodate a minimum of (140) 
tents and (50) recreational vehicles with all supporting facilities such as 
restaurants, coffee shops, swimming pools and sports facilities. Offers for 
developing parts of the area of not less than (20,000) square metres may 
be considered, but preference will be given to developing the whole area. 


Interested investors are asked to contact Aqaba Region Authority ;? 
— The Investment Unit, for more detailed information and other applica- p 
ble conditions during working hours not later th&n Saturday 25/5/1996. 

■ ■> 

Prof. Dr. Fayez Khasawneh u 
President 

Aqaba Region Authority 





A Paris firefighter battles a huge blaze at the historic headquarters of the 
state-owned Credit Lyonnais on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


Fire ravages major Paris bank 


PARIS (AFP) — Some 250 
firefighters on Sunday battled 
to control a spectacular blaze 
that ravaged the headquar- 
ters of the French Bank Cre- 
dit Lyonnais in central Paris 
Twenty three people were 
suffering from burns or 
smoke inhalation, including 
19 firemen and four Credit 
Lyonnais security guards, 
rescuers said. 


A bank spokesman told 
reporters, however, that 
none of the bank's opera- 
tions. including interventions 
on financial markets, -would 
be affected because no in- 
formation had been lost. 


Credit Lyonnais is a 
government-owned bank 
which in recent years experi- 
enced huge losses that re- 
quired a state bailout plan. 

Paris police chief Philippe 
Massoni said that the fire, 
which broke out at about 8:30 
a.m. (0630 GMT) in the com- 


puterised trading room, “the 
nerve centre" of the bank’s 
financial operations, was 
“contained but not under 
control” some seven hours 
after it started. He added that 
a short-circuit may have 
caused the fire. 

Mr. Massonie said the his- 
toric 19thj century building 
located in Central Paris, near 
the Opera Gamier, has fake 
ceilings which bum easily and 
encourage flames to shout 
upwards thus hampering the 
■rscue operations. 

Jean-Luc Chivaut. a 
spokesman for the firefigh- 
ters. said Paris's 30 fire sta- 
tions had been mobilised to 
fight the fire, and firefighters 
inside the building were 
being relayed every three 
hours. 

The fire by mid-day had 
engulfed 6.000 of the 9,000 
square metres of the first 
floor of the building, and was 
billowing huge clouds of 


smoke that could be seen 
miles away. 

The Credit Lyonnais 
spokesman said the bank had 
foreign bureaus in New 
York, Tokyo and Singapore 
that could take over opera- 
tions. 


He added that offidals on 
Sunday afternoon had started 
setting up a plan to accommo- 
date the 4,000 people em- 
ployed at the headquarters 
and assured clients that they 
would not be affected by the 
blaze. 


The Credit Lyonnais head- 
quarters is a four-storey 
building, with five additional 
storeys underground. 

The fire broke out in the 
trading room, which is full of 
computers and other equip- 
ment. firemen said. 

Some 250 firemen were on 
the scene and 24 hoses were 
directed at the flames, billow- 
ing huge clouds of smoke. 


Government reaffirms intention 
to overhaul information services 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Minister 
of Information Marwan 
Muasher said Sunday that de- 
velopment of the media could 
come only through upgrading 
its performance since com- 
petition is at its highest level 
among various nations. 

In a working paper he pre- 
sented to the second day of a 
two-day seminar entitled 
"The Media and Information 
— Realities and Prospects." 
the minister said that the 
media has an important role 
to play in various sectors and 
it is expected to highlight the 
nation's various achieve- 
ments. 

For this reason, he said. 
Jordan faces the challenge of 
laying the ground for a mod- 
ern and competitive and 
effective information service 
to deal with the rapid de- 
velopments in the region and 
the world al large. 

Dr. Muasher said that the 
government was determined 
ti» raise the standard of the 
Official information services 
and boost the media sector 
through restructuring the 
official information services, 
and giving them a more effee-’ 


live and meaningful role and 
flexibility. The government 
will amend the laws gov- 
erning the work of radio and 
television and the official 
news agency to enable these 
services to operate with 
financial and administrative 
independence from the gov- 
ernment and managed by a 
board of experts. 

These changes aim at 
enabling these information 
agencies to become national 
institutions with their boards, 
which represent various sec- 
tors of the public, managing 
and directing their program- 
mes and general policies, said 
Dr. Muasher. 

Under the present system, 
the radio and television cor- 
poration has proved impotent 
in the face of competition 
from the countries and vis-a- 
vis the developments in the 
local, regional and interna- 
tional fields and it is un- 
reasonable to keep these ser- 
vices under the direct man- 
agement of the government 
reflecting only the govern- 
ment's views." the minister 
said. 

Under democracv. he 


added, dialogue and free ex- 
pression are required and this 
can be achieved through 
radio and television among 
other tools of the media be- 
cause people would only 
accept concepts and ideas 
that are convincing to them 
and serving their own in- 
terests and not ideas that are 
obsolete and relate to the 
past ages in a modern age. 

Since 1989 Jordan achieved 
major accomplishments per- 
taining to political pluralism, 
democracy and laws that en- 
hance respect of human 
rights and therefore the coun- 
try is in need of responsible • 
and dynamic media to go 
hand in hand with these 
achievements, he added. 

The minister expressed the 
view that the official and 
private media have bo t h 
proved unable to present a 
qualitative improvement and 
were unableto relay Jordan's 
cujrural message to Jordanian 
citizens and the world at 
large. Radio and television in 
particular failed for example 
to compete with the Arab 
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Golf round with 
Clinton fetches 
$76,000 at auction 


WASHINGTON (TO — A 
Washington civil servant 
has won the chance to play 
oolf with President Bill 
Clinton by bidding $76,000 
at a private school auction. 
Mr. Clinton offered to play 
an 18 -hole round of golf as 
his contribution to the an- 
nual fund-raiser ai Sidwell 
Friends, the exclusive pri- 
vate school which his 
daughter Chelsea attends. 
Bidding quickly raced past 
the estimated $6,000 to 
$10,000 value of the game, 
and the crowd of mostly 
students' parents was 
hushed as three bidders 
battled into the $70,000 
range. Robert Peck, man- 
ager of computer systems 
for the If.S. Customs Ser- 
vice, can take two guests to 
tee off with the president. 


U.K. queen to end 
cheap home 'perk 
for courtiers 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth is to stop 
providing her most senior 
courtiers with heavily sub- 
sidised luxury apartments 
in royal palaces, a Sunday 
newspaper reported. The 
decision to end the system 
of so-called “grace and fa- 
.vour” apartments will af- 
fect nearly 50 private sec- 
retaries and other top offi- 
cials who run the royal 
household, the Sunday 
Times said. The report 
comes as the royal family 
is under pressure to trim its 
lavish lifestyle amid wide- 
spread public disaffection 
with the behaviour of some 
of its junior members. The 
Sunday Times said there 
had been intense criticism 
of the centuries-old privi- 
lege that provides senior 
royal aides with homes at 
vastly subsidised rates in 
Buckingham Palace. St. 
James's Palace, Windsor 
Castle and Hampton Court. 
The “perk” will be phased 
out as senior royal offidals 
retire or leave their posts. 


Mask of George 
Washington sells 
for $1.1 million 


Hungary king, 
queen join hands 
after 1 000 years 


VESZPREM, Hungary (R) 
— Thousands of Hunga- 
rian Catholics squeezed 
into a tiny cobbled square 
in the west Hungarian town 
of Ves 2 prem to see relics of 
me hands of the country's 
first king and his queen 
brought together for their 
1 000th wedding anniver- 
sary Saturday. In a ceremo- 
ny of deep religious and 
national significance un- 
thinkable before the end of 
communism six years ago, 
, e Preserved hand of King 
Istvan, who died in 1038, 
and an arm bone from his 
wife Queen Gisela were 
Paraded outside Veszprem 
Basilica in elaborate glass 
and gold cases. The bones 
? f Queen Gisela were 
nought to Hungary Friday 
m her tomb in Passau, in 
Germany, where she has 
buried since her death 
nine centuries a°o 
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NEW YORK (R) — A 
George Washington mask 
fetched $1.1 million at auc- 
tion in a S2.6 million sale 
of 10 historic relics that 
belonged to the first U.S. 
president An unidentified 
American private investor 
was the successful bidder 
of the mask cast by French 
sculptor Jean Antoine Hou- 
don. said Charles Moore, 
president of the Charles G. 
Moore Americana Auction 
House. The mask, one of 
two in the country, is con- 
sidered "one of the nearest 
likenesses of George Wa- 
shington we have today,” 
said Michael Toledo, an 
auction house consultant 
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